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The Living City
Project

Saturday April 26th
Declare in partnership
with the city of Dayton
will be hosting the Liv-
ing City Project city-
wide clean up! Last
year we had over 800
volunteers serve across
32 neighborhoods to
remove more than 137
tons of trash & debris
from the streets of Day-
ton! The goal of the
Living City Project is
to develop community
pride by inviting our
neighbors to join us as
we clean our neighbor-
hoods, giving our city a
fresh start and encour-
aging residents to help
us keep our communi-
ties clean.

Local churches,
neighborhood associa-
tions, volunteer groups
and businesses in the
Greater Dayton area are
partnering with Declare
and the city of Day-
ton for this city-wide

cleanup. On April 26,

hundreds of people will
gather across the historic
neighborhoods of Dayton
to pick up thousands of
pounds of trash. The event
allows residents from
across the city to serve
right in their community
this spring!! For those
coming from outside of
the city, this is a great op-
portunity to lend support
and learn while serving
alongside neighborhood
leaders of Dayton.

This annual cleanup
and the after parties that
follow bring neighbors
together to serve one an-
other and celebrate! Many
friendships and partner-
ships have been developed
during these annual clean-
ups as we put in work to
make the Gem City Shine!

For the cleanup, prior
registration is not re-
quired, but it does help the
event place participants

Continued on Page 2

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated,
Beta Eta Omega Chapter Celebrates 117th
Founders’ Day

Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority Incorporated, Beta
Eta Omega Chapter cele-
brated its 117th Founders’
Day with a luncheon held
at the grand Dayton Ar-
cade, 35 W. Fourth Street,
Dayton, Ohio on Satur-
day, March 22, 2025. The
theme was “Honoring the
Past, Embracing the Pres-
ent, and Soaring into the

Local Teen

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio
(WKBN) — A local teen
is making Youngstown
proud by being recognized
as one of the best and
brightest in Ohio.

The Boys and Girls Club
of Youngstown stopped
by the First News station
Thursday afternoon for
a tour. One member, Jer-
emiah Robinson, is one of
ten finalists vying for Ohio

A Look into the Future of
Chaminade Hall

Chaminade Hall. Photo courtesy the University of Dayton via its website.

Chaminade Hall Vision
Committee was formed in
2018. Two meetings were
held before COVID-19
halted the committee’s

Few buildings on the
University of Dayton
campus can boast the
activity that once took
place in Chaminade
Hall. In its heyday, it
flaunted a cafeteria
bustling with students,
a growing library, sev-
eral study spaces, pool
tables, bowling alleys
and top floor apart-
ments. Now the only
thing that remains is
its name, as it stands
mainly empty and un-
used.

Can it be reinvented?

Named after founder
of the Society of Mary,
Father Chaminade, the
120-year-old build-
ing sits in the middle
of campus as a marker
of UD history. Built in
1904, it housed things
such as the Central Li-
brary in 1916, a student
cafeteria in 1947, and a
“Skylight Lounge” in
1957.

It held educational
classes until 2014 when
the School of Educa-

tion and Health Sciences
moved to what is now Fitz
Hall. Failing to meet safe-
ty standards, the building
closed that same year.

Today, the building is
used for storing things
such as COVID-19 sup-
plies, as it’s unfit for any
student or faculty activ-
ity. Part of the reason it
closed was its absence of
handicapped accessible
bathrooms and the stair-
well’s lack of doors that
proved to be a fire hazard.

Many students today
see the building as mere-
ly abandoned, and when
asked if they knew any-
thing about the building,
answers varied.

“What even is Chami-
nade Hall? I’ve never step
foot in there,” said senior
KinsLeigh Jones.

“I know it’s one of the
oldest buildings,” noted
senior Giselle Franco.

“It looks pretty empty
to me,” said junior Noah
Garrick.

Aimed at saving the
once historic building, the

work. Committee co-
chairs Rick Krysiak and
the Rev. James Fitz are
now reviving the com-
mittee with the go ahead
from President Spina in
fall 2023.

Building upon the old
committee’s work, the
team converges at strate-
gic and tactical meetings
with the goal of finding a
way to innovate the space.

Krysiak, vice president
of Facilities Management
and Planning, described
in an interview the items
the team is evaluating.
Things like the size,
shape, and footprint, in-
cluding the loading dock
behind Kennedy Union,
are all being considered.

One possibility that’s
been discussed is demol-
ishing and rebuilding the
building from scratch.
This could mean adding

Continued on Page 5

Future!” Beta Eta Omega

Chapter was chartered
on June 8, 1934, and has
a strong history of lead-
ing the charge to provide
“service to all mankind”,
including hosting 5 Great
Lakes Regional Confer-
ences, Founding the Al-
Ka-Pals Youth Organiza-
tion (1950), and launching
the Scholarship Loan Fund

(1953). It is the home of
Mrs. Bernice Irene Sum-
lin, the 19th International
President & CEO, and has
produced notable lead-
ers such as Mrs. Charlene
Truitt Nelson, 27th Great
Lakes Regional Director,
and Ms. Kasey Coleman,
Former International 2nd
Vice President. Education
remains a priority with the

Susannah B. Anthony/
Hattie B Wells 8th Grade
Recognition and the
Ebony Jewels and Gems
Cotillion, which has
awarded over $846,000
in scholarships.

The outstanding Co-
chairs for this magnifi-
cent event were Mrs.
Porscha Coney and Mrs.

Continued on Page 2

One of 10 Finalists for Ohio Youth
of the Year

Youth of the Year.
The honor celebrates
leadership, service, and

resilience in teens across
the state.

“It’s a great opportunity.
I feel like I’ve worked for
this my whole life. The
Boys and Girls Club has
started me off since I was
eight till now, and I'm just
glad that I was chosen,”
Robinson said.

The Youth of the Year
Awards Luncheon will be
held on April 3 in Colum-
bus.

Jeremiah Robinson
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Yalonda and her children receive new home.

For Yalonda, becoming
a homeowner means far
more than just having a
place to call her own—it
signifies a life- chang-
ing opportunity for her
and her family. Born and
raised in Dayton, Yalonda
has spent the past 50 years
deeply rooted in her com-
munity, embracing its val-
ues and contributing to its
well-being. Her passion
for helping others, both
personally and profes-
sionally, makes her the
perfect partner for this
year’s Flyer Nation Build
through Habitat for Hu-
manity of Greater Dayton.

As a State Tested Nurs-
ing Assistant (STNA)
for 25 years, Yalonda
has dedicated her career
to caring for others. Her
compassion and commit-
ment shine through in her
work, and that same dedi-
cation has carried over
into her Dayton Habitat
journey. One of the most
rewarding aspects of the
Dayton Habitat program
has been the required

sweat equity hours. Work-
ing alongside other partner
families and volunteers,
Yalonda has gained hands-
on experience in home
construction—skills  she
never imagined she would
learn. From hanging dry-
wall to installing cabinets,
she now feels confident
in her ability to maintain
and repair her new home.
More than just learning
new skills, she has also
built lasting relationships
and found support within
the Dayton Habitat com-
munity.

Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Dayton’s program
also requires all partner
families to complete at
least 60 hours of home-
ownership courses. These
classes prepare families
for the responsibilities of
owning a home, covering
topics such as budgeting,
maintenance, and finan-
cial literacy. For Yalonda,
the most valuable les-
son was money manage-
ment—learning to pri-
oritize needs over wants.

Flyer Nation Build Through
Habitat for Humanity

A

This knowledge has not
only empowered her to
become a more respon-
sible homeowner but
also provided her with
tools she can pass on to
her six children, three of
whom still live at home.

Currently,  Yalonda
and her children live in
a home that lacks basic
necessities, including
a shower, air condi-
tioning, and sufficient
space. Their new home,
built through the Flyer
Nation Build, will pro-
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Around
DAYTON

Miami Valley Weather

Rain
High 77
Low 62

Saturday RSunday
High 70
Low 58

5day Forecast

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Cloudy Cloudy
High 57 i High 54
Low 37 Low 46

Low 63

Rain
High 76

BUILD

FLYERNATION

¥ Habitat for Humanity

ot Greater Dayton

Flyer Nation Build Opening

Are you ready for this? The Flyer Spirit is coming back to Edgemont thanks to the
partnership between Habitat for Humanity of Greater Dayton and the University of Dayton
School of Business Administration! Join us as we open our second Flyer Mation Build.

Attendees will have the opportunity to sign up for priority volunteer dates, explore
Edgemont and meet the partners who are making this project possible. We cannct wait to

see you there!

Friday, March 28, 2025
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
720 Maitland Ave
Edgemont, OH 45417

e
DAYTON

Let us know that you
will be there using the
QR code to the right:

s

FIFTH THIRD BANK

Flyer Nation Build Through Habitat for Humanity...

Continued from Page 1

vide them with a safe,
comfortable  environ-
ment where they can
thrive. Having a stable
home will allow Ya-
londa to continue pur-
suing her education and
fulfill her dream of be-
coming a nurse. Mean-
while, her children will
have the space and re-
sources they need to

explore their interests and
work toward their own
aspirations, like Christian
leadership, video games,
or hair design.

This new chapter is a
testament to Yalonda’s un-
wavering determination
and strength. Her journey
to homeownership has not
been easy, but her perse-
verance and commitment

to improving her fam-
ily’s future have made it
all worthwhile. Through
the support of Habitat
for Humanity of Greater
Dayton and the Flyer Na-
tion Build, Yalonda and
her family are stepping
into a brighter future—
one built on a foundation
of hope, hard work, and
community.

Photos with the Easter Bunny at

The Greene

The Dayton
Weekly News

Published By
Dayton Weekly News
PO Box 1895
111 E. Fifth St.
Dayton, OH 45401
(937)397-7796
or
(937) 559-5582
DaytonWeek@aol.com

Editor/Publisher
Donerik Black

Production Manager
Brenda Coleman

Photographer
Kenny Wilkinson

Writers
Brenda Cochran
LaTonya Victoria

Event details

Event by: The Greene

e Sat, Apr 05 2025
Noon - 6:00pm

e Sun, Apr 06
Noon - 6:00pm

e Thu, Apr 10
4:00pm - 7:00pm

e Fri, Apr 11
2:00pm - 7:00pm

e Sat, Apr 12
Noon - 6:00pm

e Sun, Apr 13
Noon - 6:00pm

e Thu, Apr 17
4:00pm - 7:00pm

e Fri, Apr 18
2:00pm - 7:00pm

e Sat, Apr 19
Noon - 6:00pm

Show more dates

e Easter Fun at The
Greene! Brunch, Photos
& More!

Spring into the season
with an egg-stra spe-
cial celebration at The
Greene! Bring the little
ones (ages 10 & under)
for a fun-filled brunch
with the Easter Bunny —
complete with donuts,
crafts, and unforgettable

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

memories! Plus, the first
75 kids will receive an
Easter Goodie Bag!

e Brunch with the Bun-
ny — April 13 1 11:00 AM
- 1:00 PM

e Center Court (Rain or
shine! Seating in a cov-
ered tent)

* Enjoy donuts & milk
(while supplies last)

* Make an Easter craft

e Capture the moment
with Bunny photos

And don’t forget—Pho-
tos with the Easter Bunny
are happening April 5 -
April 19 in Center Court
at The Greene Connect
Building, with profes-
sional photography by
Schwabe Studio!

Photo Hours:

* Thursdays: 4:00 - 7:00

PM

e Fridays: 2:00 - 7:00
PM

e Saturdays & Sundays:
12:00 - 6:00 PM

Make this Easter one
to remember—hop on
over and join the fun!

DML Adopts Patron Appointment
Plan for Southeast Branch

Beginning Monday,
March 31, through Fri-
day, May 30, patrons who
wish to visit Dayton Met-
ro Library’s Southeast
Branch Monday-Friday
between 2:30-4 pm can
now do so by making an
appointment.

Thirty patron appoint-
ments will be available
each day. Appointments to
visit the Branch can only
be made online (same-
day walk-in appointments
will not be accommo-
dated). Appointments are

available for all ages and
may be made in one of
three ways: Visit DML’s
online appointment sys-
tem, visit the Branch
during other open hours,
or call the Library’s Ask
Me Line at 937.463.2665.
Visit DaytonMetroLi-
brary.org/locations/3/ di-
rectly to make a patron
appointment.

While the Southeast
Branch has been closed
between  2:30-4  pm,
Monday-Friday, this new
policy will allow for con-

sistent access while
managing the volume
of patron visits. Ap-
pointment times can be
used to access the Li-
brary’s services, such as
computer use, browsing
the Library’s collec-
tions, checking out ma-
terials, obtaining staff
assistance, etc.
Additional informa-
tion and/or questions
about this policy may
be directed to the Li-
brary’s Ask Me Line.

The Living City Project...

Continued from Page 1

where most needed. Visit
LivingCityProject.org
to learn more and click
“Volunteer” to register.

The event will be as
follows:

Location:

e O+ host sites across
Dayton. See LivingCity-
Project.org for locations

Times:

* 8:30 am — Register or
Sign-in

e 0:00-11:45 am -
Cleanup Event

* 12:00 pm — After Par-
ty and lunch at Hope Hill
Church or Revival Center
Ministries

Thank you to Kettering
Health and CareSource
for sponsoring this event!

“The Living City Proj-
ect has had a major im-

pact on decreasing blight
across the city of Dayton
over the past few years
and your efforts continue
to move Dayton in the
right direction.” - Jeffery
Mims, Dayton Mayor
“This event is very
important for our neigh-
borhoods. It makes an
enormous impact in a
three-hour period on a
single day. It helps give
our neighborhoods a clean
slate. Sometimes between
litter and dumping, it be-
comes so overwhelming
for some of our neighbor-
hoods. The Living City
Project really helps with
neighborhood pride and
taking ownership of your
block, your street and
your neighborhood as a

whole.” - Mike Squire,
City of Dayton Division
Manager of Community
Engagement

“This citywide clean-
up is such a simple but
beautiful way that we
can partner together to
make an impact, share
God’s love, and our
love for one another.
As Pastor Joel Burton
always said, "Let Love
Lead!” - Caleb Ingram,
Declare

Declare  has
many events uniting
thousands across the
Greater Dayton region
since 2014. For more
information email con-
nect@declare.org  or
visit www.Declare.org
to learn more.

held

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Beta Eta Omega Chapter
Celebrates 117th Founders’ Day...

Continued from Page 1

Shalay Pitts. The Mis-
tress of Ceremony was
Ms. Myra Bozeman. The
welcome was provided
by Mrs. Cynthia Booker-
Neilson, President. An in-
troduction was provided
by Ms. Kamesha John-
son. The invocation was
provided by Mrs. Brit-
tany Lewis. The history
was provided by Mrs.
Paula Cosby, Historian. A
smooth, welcoming musi-
cal performance was pro-
vided by Mr. Ric Sexton,
Saxophonist. Introduction
of the guest speaker was
provided by Mrs. Carla
Scott, Vice President.
The guest speaker was
Dr. Ashley Jordan, Presi-
dent and CEO of the Afri-
can American Museum in
Philadelphia, PA. Dr. Jor-
dan is also a proud mem-
ber of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority Incorporated. Dr.
Jordan’s message cen-
tered around the need for
audacious freedom. She
challenged everyone to a
call of action for such a
time as this, encouraging
everyone to never lose the
ability to be audacious.
Realizing ordinary people
have always made ex-
traordinary contributions,
Dr. Jordan exclaimed the
urgency to echo the pow-
er of our history, maintain
economic power and edu-
cation power as every-
one soars into the future.
Frederick Douglas once
said, “We have to do with
the past only as we can
make it useful to the pres-
ent and the future”, em-
phasizing the importance

Guest Speaker, President, Vice Prident and Co-

Chairmen

Guest Speaker and Co-Chairmen

of learning from the past
to build a better future.
The celebration in-
cluded a special presen-
tation of a new Beta Eta
Omega Chapter award,
the Soaring Star Award.
It was presented to Mrs.

Stacey Benson-Taylor,
former = Montgomery
County Recorder, for
her outstanding ser-
vice to the community.
Mrs. Benson-Taylor
was extremely grate-

Continued on Page 3
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Black folks on so-
cial media are warning
Black Americans not
to participate in an up-
coming global protest
against the Trump ad-
ministration and Elon
Musk.

On Saturday, April 5,
thousands of people in
the U.S. and around the
world are preparing to
protest Trump in what
they are calling “Hands
Off! National Day of
Action.”

According to Third
Act, one of the organi-
zations that helped put
together this massive
protest said the event
is meant to stand up
against those who be-
lieve they can take what-
ever they want—our de-
mocracy, our future, our
rights. So far, more than
600 events have been
planned across all 50
states. Events have also
been planned in Europe
and Canada.

Indivisible, another
organization  helping
to mobilize, prompted
the protest on BlueSky,
writing, “Donald Trump
and Elon Musk think
this country belongs to
them. They’re taking
everything they can get
their hands on and dar-
ing the world to stop
them. On April 5, we're
taking to the streets na-

National

Social Media Calls for Black People to Stay Home on Nation Day of
Action April 5th

tionwide to fight back with
a clear message: Hands
off!”

White House press sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt
pushed back against the
protest, saying they will
never work to deter the
President from further
pushing his agenda.

“Anyone who thinks
protests, lawsuits, and
lawfare will deter Presi-
dent Trump must have
been sleeping under a rock
for the past several years,”
Leavitt said in a statement
to USA Today . “President
Trump will not be de-
terred from delivering on
the promises he made to
make our federal govern-
ment more efficient and
more accountable to the
hardworking ~ American
taxpayers across the coun-
try who overwhelmingly
reelected him.”

Black voices on social
media took these words
to heart and warned Black
people of the dangers they
could face if they par-
ticipated in the upcoming
protests. Youtubers twins
hang out and put together
a montage video of the
warnings from Black so-
cial to share the sentiment
with other Black folks.

“Stay out of the way,”
one user in the video said.
“Do something that will
help you become more
progressive in your com-

munity. Be more self-suf-
ficient.”

A young Black TikToker
also discussed the fear she
had for her people who
might want to show up
and protest.

“All my black folks y’all
better not be out there try-
ing to rally. Make sure on
April 5th that you are at
home, at work and mind-
ing your business, read-
ing a book, learning a new
skill, but make sure you
are not at that rally. She
continued, “If we show
up it’s not going to turn
out pretty. It’s going to get
ugly.”

It’s worth mentioning
that some Black commen-
tators on the post said they
were still protesting no
matter what. And although
many are warning Black
people not to protest in the
streets, it hasn’t stopped
them from boycotting in
other ways.

As NewsOne has pre-
viously reported, Target
is still having a rough go
of it since the company
announced back in Janu-
ary that it was ending its
DEI initiatives, including
a three-year program that
focused on building Black
careers. The decision by
Target, which appears to
coincide with the Trump
administration’s white
nationalist warpath on all
things diversity, equity

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Beta Eta Omega Chapter
Celebrates 117th Founders’ Day...
Continued from Page 2

ful, thanked the Chapter
and commented, “Suc-
ces is not about the seat
you hold; it’s about how
you serve in the seat
you have the privilege
of holding.” The cel-
ebration also included a
presentation of a proc-
lamation by the Ohio
Secretary of State, Mr.
Frank LaRose.

The beautiful celebra-
tion of sisterhood and
service reflects mutual
support, friendship, and
shared history of pur-
pose. Beta Eta Omega
Chapter President, Mrs.
Cynthia  Booker-Neil-

Co-chairmen with Soaring Star Award recipient Mrs. Sta-
cey Benson-Taylor and Saxophonist

son extends a heartfelt
thank you to the Co-chairs
for their exemplary leader-
ship and committee mem-
bers for organizing and

successfully executing a
most memorable Found-
ers’ Day Celebration.
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and inclusion, has resulted
in multiple nationwide
boycotts that appear to
have successfully affected
the retail chain’s bottom

“‘k

line.

Trump’s time in office
is just beginning and pro-
tests have only just begun
as well. Black America

has always been a force
for resistance, but will
it be the same this time
around?

Editorial &
Comments

Something to Consider:
The Grass is Always Greener on
the Other Side, But it Can Still be
Difficult to Mow

By: Brenda Cochran
Assistant Editor

This saying refers to
people thinking that all
things are better than what
they have or somewhere
else especially when they
are out of reach, but if
we could reach them, we
could be disappointed.
It is a saying that can re-
mind you to be satisfied
for what you have and not
to imagine that something
else is better just because
you can’t have it.

“The Grass always
looks better on the other
side of the fence” in hu-
man terms refers to what
is out of reach or unavail-
able may appear to be
greater than what it really
is. In other words, people
are never satisfied for
what they have.

This saying or cliché is
probably one of the most
widely used by the hu-
man race. Can you recall
the first time you asked
a parent what this phrase
meant? [ was told that this
old proverb was simply
meant that people seem to
always think they would
be happier or better off
in life in a different set of
circumstances or place.

The fact is that many
don’t realize that they al-
ready have so many per-
fect things in their lives.
Think about it. They
or (you) have friends,
spouse or partner, job,
house, etc. The sad thing
is that it usually takes los-
ing or nearly losing what
they have in order for
them to realize how much
it means to them and how
happy they were with
what they had.

Don’t you agree that we
take too many things for
granted? Simple things
like freedom, health, and
food in the refrigerator,
love and of course friend-

Brenda Cochra_n -

ships. I suppose we often
take all of these for grant-
ed because they have al-
ways been in our lives.
The more frequent they
appear in our lives, the
more we grow a certain
expectation for them to
always be around.

I suppose it takes a lot
of emotional stability to
be content with what you
have or be able to resist
the temptation of thinking
that other people have it
better.

There are so many ex-
amples of not realizing
what you have until it’s
nearly gone and some-
times, the dream and the
desire for something are
much more appealing
than actually getting the
thing that you think you
want. It could be a new
car, a big bank balance,
that handsome specimen
you would love to have.
You might think that any
one of these things would
make you so happy, but
when you get it, you may
feel empty and unsatis-
fied. The fact is that the
deception with seeing
things that you think will
make you happy is that
you only see the good side
of those things. Once you
have them, you will see
it without those rose-col-
ored glasses and experi-
ence the lesser or bad side

of it. This may leave
you thinking it was bet-
ter when you were just
dreaming about it.

Remember — the grass
is really not greener
than yours. They are
both hard to mow.

It seems that our key
to having a happy life
is being content with
who you are and where
you are right now. This
doesn’t mean that you
should settle for the
average life or a life
that you are not happy
with. You can still work
hard to get where you
want to be, achieve the
goals and dreams you
have, but don’t forget
the present moment for
that future happiness
that you think you will
achieve by copying
someone else’s life.

It seems that every-
one always wishes for
something they don’t
have. You might want
to be like someone else
in certain ways, or you
want to live someone
else’s life because you
think yours is just not
that great, but the truth
is, you may not have an
easy life, but remember
it is your life.

Remember too, that
you don’t really want
to be that person who
slaves for years to
make millions of dol-
lars, while all you really
want is someone who
loves you and friends
that care about you.

The next time you
think someone has it
better than you, stop
and think about how
others may think you
have it better than them.
The grass on your side
may just be greener.
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Arts & Entertainment

DML and DPAA Partner for Free Tiny Stacks @ DML Returns for
Ticket Performances

Dayton Metro Li-
brary and Dayton Per-
forming Arts Alliance
(DPAA) are again
partnering to provide
free tickets to various
performances in 2025.
Tickets will become
available via phone or
online registration on
Wednesday, April 2, at
10 am for the following
performances:

Masterworks:
Dvorak’s Cello
Concerto

Adrian Daurov, cello

Neal Gittleman, con-
ductor

Dayton Philharmonic
Orchestra

Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart: Overture from
Don Giovanni

Antonin Dvorak:
Cello Concerto in A
major

Igor Stravinsky: Pe-
trushka

Show dates and
times:

Friday, April 25 and
Saturday, April 26,
7:30-8:30 pm

Location:

Schuster Performing
Arts Center, 1 West 2nd
Street, Dayton, 45402

About the program:

Cellist Adrian Dau-
rov returns to the
Schuster to perform
the Dvorak Cello Con-
certo, one of the most
lyrical and monumental
concertos in the cello
repertoire.  Surround-
ing the piece are two
brilliant works that are
comedic though a tad
eerie

Stravinsky's Pe-
trushka ballet score
and Mozart's Don

Giovanni Overture.
Ann Hampton Calla-

way
Neal Gittleman, con-
ductor

Dayton  Philharmonic
Orchestra

Show date and time:

Saturday, May 3, 7:30-
8:30 pm

Location:

Schuster ~ Performing
Arts Center, 1 West 2nd
Street, Dayton, 45402

About the program:

Tony-nominated pop/
jazz  singer-songwriter,
Ann Hampton Callaway
joins Neal Gittleman and
the Philharmonic on the
DPO stage for a night
of classics made famous
by some of the biggest
names in the business —
Barbra Streisand, Carole
King, Patti LuPone, Liza
Minnelli, Karrin Allyson,
and Michael Feinstein,
to name a few! Spoil
yourself with a spell-
binding show of rousing
showstoppers, exquisite
ballads, and lovely sym-
phonic harmonies.

Ballet: Pointes of View

George Balanchine: Al-
legro Brillante

Andrea Schermoly:
Klein Perspectives

Sanjay  Saverimuttu:
Anagapesis

Qarrianne Blayr: World
Premiere

Show dates and times:

Friday, May 9 and Sat-
urday, May 10, 7:30-8:30
pm

Location:

Victoria Theatre, 138
North Main Street, Day-
ton, 45402

About the program:

Enjoy a night of clas-
sical and contemporary

ballet and witness the as-
tounding talent of Dayton
Ballet’s dancers. Pointes
of View showcases cho-
reography from one of the
most influential choreog-
raphers of the 20th Cen-
tury, George Balanchine,
to up-and-coming chore-
ographers making their
mark in today's ever-
evolving ballet stages.
This performance is
sponsored by Larry and
Abbie Trittschuh.
Additional Information:
To register for up to
four free tickets to these
performances, please visit
or call the Box Office at
937.288.3630. The Box
Office is open Tuesday
through Friday, 10 am-6
pm. Patrons may also reg-
ister online. When regis-
tering online, seating will
say General Admission.
Specific seats will be as-
signed closer to the event.
DML patrons should have
a Dayton Live account
created in advance.
Accessibility  accom-
modations can be re-
quested at this time. Upon
registering, tickets will be
reserved, but patrons must
show their Dayton Metro
Library card upon receipt.
A limited number of tick-
ets for each performance
will be available first
come, first serve. Tickets
cannot be exchanged or
refunded for cash value.
Cancellations will need
to be handled through the
Box Office.

For more information
and an online DPAA reg-
istration link, visit Day-
tonMetroLibrary.org  or
call the Library’s Ask Me
Line at 937.463.2665.

Dixie Twin Drive-In Receives

New Sign

HARRISON
TOWNSHIP, Ohio) —
On Friday, Dixie Twin
Drive-In in Harrison
Township screened
their first movie since
fall of 2024.

We caught up with
drive-in  management
and community leaders
ahead of the reopening.

“The local people
love the Dixie Drive-
In, they consider it a
very important part of
the community, and
many of the local par-
ents grew up going to
the Dixie,” says Dixie
Twins CEO Al Bell on
what the 69-year-old
drive-in movie theater
means to the people of
Harrison Township.

Bell says that their
old sign, which was at

the front of the property,
was like a landmark in the
community.

The township’s Com-
munications Manager Na-
than Edwards says many
were devastated when
the sign was destroyed by
Hurricane Helene in the
fall of 2024.

Edwards says, “The
sign was a landmark, and
we were very sad when
it toppled down, but we
knew that this community
would rally together, rally
behind the drive-in, and
continue to come out here
for a wonderful movie-
going experience.”

While the drive-in is
working with the town-
ship to replace their sign,
the last weekend in march
will serve as their soft re-
opening for 2025.

Over the weekend,
movies like “Wicked”
and “The Substance” will
be hitting the screens at
Dixie Twins, and if you
decide to make your way
to the theater, you may
even get some free pop-
corn.

“This is a great experi-
ence, not only for adults,
but also for kids. It’s a
family viewing experi-
ence, sO you can come on
down now and enjoy the
Dixie, and within the next
month or so, you'll see a
brand new sign to boot.”

The soft re-opening of
Dixie Twin will continue
from now up until Sun-
day, and their new sign is
expected to be finished by
Mid-April.

Dayton Metro Library,
WYSO of Yellow Springs,
and DATV are partnering
to present the fourth sea-
son of reimagining music
in the Library stacks with
the Tiny Stacks Music Se-
ries. This initiative, spon-
sored by Friends of the
Dayton Metro Library,
aims to connect musi-
cians, books, and patrons
in one spot.

The public is invited
to engage in the vast re-

4th Season

sources the Library of-
fers with the rich, diverse
musical talents of Dayton
area artists. Here’s the
lineup for the Tiny Stack
2025 season:

Midwestern Mrs, May
15, Burkhardt Branch

Jewelles Imani, June
15, Vandalia Branch

Freakquency, Au-
gust 21, West Carrollton
Branch

Matthew Bruce, Sep-
tember 18, Northmont

Branch

K Carter, October 16,
honoring Outreach Ser-
vices, location TBA

Sessions are free and
open to all ages. Each
show is on a Thursday
and begins at 6 pm.
Artists will play their
original music. For
more information about
Tiny Stacks and this
year’s artists, visit Day-
tonMetroLibrary.org/
TinyStacks.

Clarence ““Chet” Willis of The
Ohio Players dies at 74

We are sad to pass on
the news of the passing
of guitar great Clarence
“Chet” Willis , a mem-
ber of the legendary Ohio
Players for a half century.

Hailing from Dayton,
Ohio, Willis’s musical
journey commenced in
his youth, drawing in-
spiration from late-night
radio broadcasts, church
services, and local mu-
sical talents. His early
career saw him playing
guitar for a local gospel
group called The Gospel-
teers, as well as several
local R&B groups. He
was influenced by 1960s
guitar greats Jimi Hendrix
and Carlos Santana, but
developed his own style.

In 1975, Willis’s prow-
ess on the guitar led to
his recruitment by the
Ohio Players, where he
was affectionately nick-
named “Chet.” His tenure
with the band coincided
with their golden era,
contributing to gold and
platinum mega-hits like
“Funky Worm,” “Roller-
coaster,” “Honey,” “Skin
Tight,” and “Fire!” His
rhythmic precision and
soulful licks became a
cornerstone of the band’s
distinctive sound, blend-
ing seamlessly with their

horn-driven arrangements
and dynamic stage pres-
ence.

In 1979, during a transi-
tional phase for the Ohio
Players, Willis, alongside
fellow members James
“Diamond” Williams and
William “Billy” Beck,
ventured into a side proj-
ect that culminated in the
formation of the band
Shadow. Shadow released
three albums on the Ele-
ktra label between 1979

1981,
Lite,”

and
“Love

including
“Shad-
ow,” and “Shadows in

the Street,” showcas-
ing their versatility and
commitment to musical
innovation.

But Willis, who relo-
cated to Georgia late in
life, remained part of
the core group The Ohio
Players well into the 21
st Century, with a sound
that was essential to the
group’s success.

DML Welcomes Black Women
Filmmakers for Workshop

Dayton Metro Library
will host a Workshop for
Black Women Filmmak-
ers on Friday, May 16,
4-7 pm, in the Main Li-
brary’s Bassani Theater
Off Third, 3rd Floor. Reg-
istration opens on Tues-
day, April 1 — spots are
expected to fill up quickly
for this unique event.

DML has partnered
with the Dayton Black
Women’s Film Festival

to present this hands-on
workshop led by two ac-
complished Black women
filmmakers: Kaliah Ware
and Selena Burks-Rent-
schler.

This interactive work-
shop will be divided into
three key areas of focus:
directing, writing, and
acting, while providing
an inspiring and interac-
tive environment. Partici-
pants will be encouraged

to engage with each dis-
cipline and collaborate
with fellow creatives.
Ware and Burks-Rent-
schler will give real-
time feedback and share
insights from their expe-
rience in the industry.
For more informa-
tion and to register,
visit ~ DaytonMetroLi-
brary.org or call the Li-
brary’s Ask Me Line at
937.463.2665.

DML Introduces Reading
Railroad Initiative

Dayton Metro Library is
launching a new storytime
series called Hometown
Heroes Family Storytime,
which will be held one
Monday a month through-
out the year in the Chil-
dren’s Creativity Space
at the Main Library, from
5:30-6:30 pm. Kids of all
ages and caregivers can en-
joy fun-filled sessions with
books, songs, and activities.
Each Hometown Heroes
session will also have a spe-
cial guest reader from the
Dayton area. Registration is
not required.

The Hometown Heroes
Family Storytime schedule
is as follows:

April 7: Jeffery Mims,
Mayor of the City of Day-
ton

May 5: Dr. David Law-
rence, Dayton Public

School District Superinten-
dent

June 2: Mr. Moses Mbe-
seha, co-founder of The
Conscious Connect Com-
munity Development Cor-
poration

July 7: Rodney Veal, an
independent choreographer,
interdisciplinary artist, edu-
cator, and producer

August 18: Willis “Bing”
Davis, an internationally
recognized artist, educator,
and community activist.

September 8: Jeff Jack-
son, co-owner of the Wright
Dunbar Cigar Shoppe in
Dayton’s Historic Wright
Dunbar District

October 6: Michael Cart-
er, Senior Advisor to the
President of Sinclair Com-
munity College

November 3: Darius
Beckham, a former senior

policy aide to the City of
Dayton’s mayor.
December 1: Carl Ken-

nebrew, International
President of the IUE-
CWA.

This Hometown Heroes
series is part of DML’s
Reading Railroad Ini-
tiative, which aims to
link DML’s communi-
ties through literacy. The
initiative is dedicated to
fostering a love of read-
ing and learning for Black
boys and young men. It
offers storytelling experi-
ences, curated book selec-
tions, signature events,
and mentorship from
community leaders so that
patrons are encouraged to
view reading as a tool for
self-discovery, empower-
ment, and lifelong suc-
cess.
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CSU 1890 Land-Grant Hosts
Open House

the 2024 Open House.

WILBERFORCE, OH
— The public is invited
to join Central State Uni-
versity 1890 Land-Grant
Programs for a two-day
event: the 2025 Land-
Grant Open House and
Undergraduate Research
and Scholarly Activities
Day on Friday, April 25,
and the Urban Farmer
Youth Symposium and
4-H Youth Day on Satur-
day, April 26.

Attendees will explore
groundbreaking research
and hands-on demon-
strations at Central State
University’s campus,
1400 Brush Row Road,
Wilberforce. They will
have the opportunity
to engage with faculty,
students and community
partners as the university
celebrates achievements

Joel Barhorst, Sustainable Agriculture senior, watches drone landing during

and innovations in Land-
Grant programs.

The April 25 event will
feature undergraduate
students who have been
involved with research in
agriculture, nutrition and
health and natural resourc-
es. A highlight of the event
will be student oral and
poster presentations. Re-
search faculty will show-
case their research and
discoveries. Participants
are also invited to learn
about Extension activities
and experience robotics
demonstrations, nutri-
tion workshops and more.
While at the event, par-
ticipants can also attend a
tree-planting ceremony to
commemorate Arbor Day.

The April 26 event will
focus on the Urban Farm-
er Youth Initiative, which

promotes students learn-
ing entrepreneurship with
agricultural farms in urban
areas. The youth who have
been involved in the pro-
gram will be demonstrat-
ing their skills and knowl-
edge. A highlight will be a
farmers’ market featuring
products grown and cre-
ated by the youth.

The university will cel-
ebrate its enduring com-
mitment to empowering
communities through ag-
ricultural and educational
excellence. Registration
for the free luncheon is re-
quired by April 14.

For more informa-
tion, visit https://www.
centralstate.edu/news/
land-grant-open-house-
research-day-4-h-youth-
symposium-2025. Watch a
promotional video.

The Dayton Leadership
Academy Girls’ Basketball Team
Made History

Academies girls’ basket-
ball team made history
this season, clinching the
2024-2025 charter mid-
dle school championship
with a thrilling run. De-
spite a shaky 6-4 start, the
team rallied on a remark-
able six-game winning
streak to finish the season
as champions. Led by
Captain Marjae Linder,
who earned MVP honors
with over 35 points and
15 steals, and Co-Captain
Nyasia Henry, who aver-
aged 5 blocks, 3 steals,

The Dayt(_)ﬁ Leadership

and 6 points per game, the
squad showcased grit and

determination.  Players
Cyseli Coleman, Amiyah
Jones, Jaeviana Allen,
Jaida Smith, Sa'vonna
Clemons, and D'myia
Lynch all contributed to
an aggressive defense,
averaging over 10 steals
per game.

Guided by Head Coach,
Marceline Perry and As-
sistant Coach, Kailyn
Mason, the team over-
came adversity, playing
shorthanded after losing
four players to school

transfers and personal
reasons. With the un-
wavering support of
first-year Athletic Di-
rector, Nick Kreischer
and Team Manager,
Shaquille Clemons,
they delivered Dayton
Leadership Academies
its first championship
in 11 years. Their tri-
umph is a testament to
resilience, teamwork,
and the strong leader-
ship culture of their
"Leader In Me" school.

Springboro Schools Receives Auditor of State Award for Excellence
in Financial Reporting

SPRINGBORO, OH
(March 2025) — Spring-
boro Schools has been
honored with the Auditor
of State Award in recog-
nition of its exemplary
financial reporting and
clean audit reports. The
district is among an elite
group, with only 13%
of Ohio’s 6,000 govern-

NPOWER.ORG/APPLY

mental entities receiving
this distinction.

In addition to the award,
Springboro Schools also
received a 4-star STARS
rating—the highest level
possible—for open and
transparent government in
public records and finan-
cial information.

The Auditor of State’s
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Office presents this award
to local governments and
school districts that meet
stringent audit criteria,
including timely financial
reporting in accordance
with Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles
(GAAP), strong internal
controls, and no audit find-
ings.

Springboro Schools re-
mains committed to finan-
cial responsibility, trans-
parency, and excellence,
ensuring that taxpayer
funds are managed with
the highest level of integ-
rity.
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ARTS HERE.

OPEN TO 18-26 YEAR OLDS &
MILITARY VETERANS AND SPOUSES (ANY AGE)
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A Look into the Future of Chaminade Hall...
Continued from Page 1

two more stories to make
it six floors, and from the
committee’s research,
widening its footprint to
make it a total of 120,000
square feet.

What would it be used
for? As Krysiak and Fitz
have often said that keep-
ing everything “student-
centric” is a must. Up on
the list of possible ideas
is a 24/7 one-stop shop
for all student services,
which would be led by the
Blue Sky Initiative. More
meeting rooms and study
spaces would also be in-
cluded, similar to those in
Kennedy Union.

Whether the building is
renovated or demolished,
one decision remains
clear, the name of the
building stays the same.
Committee members who
surveyed Marianist folks
on campus found that
while there was no nos-

talgia for the building
itself, there was an at-
tachment to the name.

Fitz, in an interview
with this reporter, re-
calls the Blessed Cham-
inade statue standing
outside Kennedy Union
and says that while stu-
dents may not know the
history of the building,
“I’'m sure they know
who it is named after.”

One of the biggest
challenges the com-
mittee faces is meet-
ing the needs of ev-
eryone. “Things have
changed so much since
the first committee was
formed,” said Krysiak,
“we really want it to
be pedestrian friendly
for students.” The com-
mittee hopes to com-
plete and present its
investigative report to
President Spina in June
2024.
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COLLEGE HILL COMMUNITY
CHURCH
(corner Philadelphia Dr. and Cornell Dr.)
www.collegehillcommunitychurch.org
937-278-4203
We are a multicultural,
multi-lingual congregation

Morning Worship every Sunday
at 10:30 am

ST. MARGARET’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Worship At
The Church
Of Your

5301 Free Pike, Trotwood, Ohio 45426
Office: 937.837.7741
Office Hours: 10:00 am-2:00pm-Monday-Friday

‘Website: www.stmargaretsdayton.org

Reverend Father
Benjamin E. K. Speare-Hardy I1, Rector

SERVICE SCHEDULE
Adult Bible Study - Sunday 9 AM
‘Worship Service - Sunday 8 AM & 10:30 AM
Sunday School - Sunday 10:30AM

The mission of St. Margaret's Episcopal Church
is to worship, to serve and to form the spiritual
and moral growth of individuals according to the
teachings of Jesus Christ.

Greater Allen AME Church

Rev. Elmer S. Martin, Pastor
1620 West Fifth Street

WAYMAN CHAPEL AMML.E. CHURCH
3317 Hoover Avenue ~ Dayton, Ohio 45407

Rev. Gerald A. Cooper, Pastor

Mt. Enon Missionary Baptist Church
“Building a Healthy Church to Serve an Unhealthy Society”

(937) 222-0867 e 937-268-6729 ~ Office 937-267-9804 ~ Fax Dayton, OH 45402-2910
FAX: (937) 222-7336 | (% SUNDAY Church Phone: 937:223-5115 SIS
SUNDAY = )- 2 Ch“rd,] Schooll 9:00 a.m. Email: greater_allen_ame@att.net ‘ ot} » e, .

Sunday School 8:30 a.m. = Worship Services 10:00 a.m. - r
Morning Worship Services....... 10:00 a.m. Church Sunday School.........cccccovivinnnnnecnnd 9:15 a.m.
WEDNESDAY _ WEDNESDAY Sunday Worship............ccooo.oerveenne 10:45 am.
“Because We AM Prayer Meeting........cocceeeueeeresernsuess 9:30 a.m. | Prayer Meeting/Bible Study Noon ‘Women’s Bible Study - Monday _______________________ 6:30 p.m.

Care, We Bible Study.......ccccnervens 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Noonday Bible Study - Wednesday.

Share” Saturday Pastor Cory J. THURSDAY Prayer Meeting - Wednesday........... 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study....c.ecueeerneussusesssnsssssssenns 11:00 a.m. Pruitt Food & Clothing Pantry 10:00 a.m - 1:00 p.m. Bible Study - Wednesday...............ccoooo.comrrrneen. 7:30 p.m.

1501 W. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Waxi Daztoni OHi 45412 Join us for a new begmnmg

Zion Baptist Church

"And 1, if I be lifted up from the Earth, will draw all men unto me."

Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
401 S. Paul Laurence Dunbar St. - Dayton, Ohio 45407
Rev. Xavier L. Johnson, Senior Pastor

Believers Christian
Fellowship Church
3010 McCall Street, Dayton, OH 45417

Listen to our weekly radio show

Tel. No.: 937-
Toll Free: 1-844-679-9343
email:bcfchurch@swohio.twcbc.com

Sunday Service..........cocceenieiiiennnn. 9:30 a.m.

Church School - Sunday. ....8:45a.m.

Rev. Dr. William & Wednesday............cccccovveeeniennne 1:00 p.m.
E. Harris, Jr.  Bible Study/Prayer Meeting - Every

Senior Pastor Wednesday starting at.................. 6:00 p.m.

Check out our website: www.believers-christian.or:

279-9343, Fax: 937-279-9342

every Sunday at 8 am on 98.7 FM

(937) 275-6906
Fax 276-6267

937-222-4373 - Office - Email: offices@bmbcdayton.org
SUNDAYS

Church School 9:30 a.m.
== Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Sunday WEDNESDAY
Church School 9:30 a.m. Bible Study 12:00 noon
Morning Worship. 11:00 a.m. Word & Worship 6:30 p.m.
, i <er. Lues. Bible Stud 6:00 p.m.
Reverend Rockney Carter, Y. P . . .
Senior pas,}m. Wed. Prayer Meeting...........ccceveveeereerrrrnnans 6:00 p.m. Bethel services are aired on DSTV Time

email: rockney.carter@gmail.com

1684 Earlham Drive ® Davtog OH 45406

‘Warner Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m.
and Saturdays at
9:00 p.m. Time Warner Cable 992

Other Ministry

ZION HILL MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Junior F. Greenlee - Pastor

Church School .......... 9:00 AM
Morning Worship....10:55 AM
Wed. Prayer Service..6:00 PM

ZION HILL BAPTIST
THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE
Mondays & Fridays - 6:00 p.m.

“Forever Learning And Not Coming
To The Full Knowledge Of Truth”
263-6104 or 837-2486

Fax 263-0627
1900 W. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Way

Ethan Temple Seventh Day
Adventist Church
4000 Shiloh Springs Road, Clayton, Ohio 45315
(937) 837-9326 « www.ethantemplesda.org

Sabbath School
Morning Worship
Mid Week Prayer Service
7:00 p.m.
Dr. William T. Cox, Sr., Pastor

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH

3801 Fairbanks Avenue
Office: 937-268-6711 Fax: 937-221-8040

Rev. Dr. Marcettes Cunningham,
D.Min., Pastor
Sunday School 9:30 a.m
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m
‘Wednesday
Prayer/Bible Study, 12:00 & 7:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer, 6:30 p.m.

Dixon United Methodist Church

1691 Infirmary Rd. — Dayton, OH 45417

Church Phone:

(937) 835-3366
Email:
Dixonumec1691@gmail.com
Website:
Dixonumedayton.org

Adbvertise
Your
Church
in the
Dayton
Weekly News

Sunday School........ccccceeveenennn.

. Sunday Morning Worship............ 11:00 a.m.

Midweek Bible Study- Wednesday...........
6:00-7:30 p.m. Via Zoom

Prayer Meeting - Saturday............ 10:00 a.m.

Text In Prayer Request 1-888-646-9678

Dr. Bridget D.
Weatherspoon, Pastor

FAIRBORN, Ohio
(WDTN) — A church
in Fairborn is helping to
lighten the load, giving
clothes to people who
need them.

The Free Clothing
Closet started about 15
years ago in the base-
ment at the First Church
of God Tabernacle in
Fairborn when the pastor
and some church mem-
bers saw a need for it.

“The stories that they
tell, it touches their heart
of families that come in.
There’s a reason that we
feel it’s worthwhile,”
says Lowell Lay, the
pastor of the church.

Opening its doors,
anyone can come in and
fill a bag full of clothes
for free with no ques-
tions asked.

“Two teenage boys

Reli

Church Offers Free Clothing for
People in Need

came in from the commu-
nity, and they came down
and got their clothes, came
back upstairs, and one
of them said, ‘I'm so ex-
cited. I’ve got my school
clothes now.” Through
that it showed us the need
and the appreciation,” re-
counts Lowell.

Every time they open,
they serve about 80 to 130
people, and it’s all made
possible with volunteers
and donations. They ac-
cept new and gently used
clothing.

Dee Blevins has taken
on the role of coordinator
for the last eight years.

“It truly is a blessing for
us to be able to serve the
public,” says Dee. “I have
people who say ‘I have
a job. I can pay the rent.
I buy food, but I cannot
put clothing on all these

kids’.”

Paula Scott has been
volunteering for about two
and a half years.

“It’s just wonderful to
get to know the people.
And I just love people. So,
this is perfect for me and I
love to give,” says Paula.

Over time, the closet
has grown along with the
number of donations and
volunteers.

The Free Clothing
Closet is open in the win-
ter every other Monday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. In
the spring, it’s open every
Monday.

They say they are al-
ways in need of donations.

To donate, you can al-
ways come to the church
when the Free Clothing
Closet is open. You can
also call Dee at 937-233-
1951 or 937-469-1119.

Church Turns its Vacant Land
into a Huge Urban Garden,
Donates 65k Pounds of Food

Every Year

Mission of Mary interns on-site. Photo courtesy of mission of mary cooperattve
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YOUR SOUL MATTERS: Nobody Knows The Trouble 've Had usss

Pamelajune Banks-Anderson, D.Min.
The Radically Inclusive Veteran Chaplain  goo (-
LCOR fﬂ.':T,l I.ISJ"hw l’.‘hapiam Enms - " e Crace
cy i *

BE STILL, AND YOUR 30UL WILL SPEAK

#'He withdrew about a sfone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 4= Father, if you are
willing, take thie cup from me; yet mot my will, but yowrs be done.” Luke 22:41-42 NIV

Lansing Yatsrans Coandl, Amdriaan T T '| I ﬂ&mms rm upl mmﬁ rm dﬂ“

_J:‘i“m":_';-"::.:w""f‘“"'-fm'] Oh, yes, Lord. Somefimes I'm almost to

ﬂ'IE ground; oh, yes, Lord. Chorus:

Vietnam ‘Veterans Mobody knows the trouble ['ve had;
Pinning Ceremony and Lu]l:h nobody knows but Jesus.
'ﬁ}.'ﬁ“f' Enﬂq: Huus‘ﬁ Mobody l;nuw_sl'le frouble ['ve had,
March 29th at Noon Glory, Hallehyjah®
Registration at 11:00 AM (DD214 REQUIRED) hittps-youtu. belOST Ti4bkyv-U Nobody

REVP: GENE NETHAWAY
2980.834.2438

EMAIL: MH“UHL‘-E!HIIEHUWL‘HW

On Saturday, March 29, | will attend
my first Mational Vietnam War Veterans
Diay Pinning Ceremony. | know of no
other serice members who've sufiered
and been more disrespected and more
overlooked and underserved than our
Wietnam Veterans. To this date, theze
Weterans hold the highest number among
the 22 Veterans who daily end their lives
by suicide.

| ghare this brutal truth with a personal
understanding as a two-fime survivor of attempiing suicide. O, | thank God for sparng me
for such a time as this. | intend fo engage Space for Grace W.O.W. United Church of Christ,
DBA The MNational Restoraton to Miitary Families Team, to reach as many of my fellow

Veteranz and civilans as possible with my story, which includes a tale of hope and

redermntion

ek b b

Indesd, nobody knows the trouble we've overcome and the post-war trauma with which
we [ve; nobody knows but Jesus, from whose stripes we are healed. Glory Hallelujah!

The University of Notre
Dame’s Church Proper-
ties Initiative is a project
that empowers churches
to use their properties for
sustainable development
through data-backed re-
search.

And one of its case stud-
ies — Mission of Mary
Cooperative in Dayton,
Ohio — does exactly that.

A group of six people
stand outside Mission of
Mary farms holding huge
palettes of produce

Mission of Mary Co-
operative was developed
by Catholic laypeople, or
non-ordained members of
a church congregation —
in the Twin Towers neigh-

LOVE YE ONE ANOTHER

borhood of Dayton. They
were facing two major is-
sues: abandoned land and
limited access to fresh,
healthy produce.

In turn, they decided to
use the vacant church land
they owned for urban gar-
dens that would feed the
community.

In 2009, they planted a
single garden. Today, they
manage a network of six
massive urban farming
plots across four acres,
growing over 75 different
varieties of fruits and veg-
etables.

Every year, the gardens
yield an estimated 65,000
pounds of produce for
community members.

“Inspired by the Mari-
anist charism, [MMC’s]
founders navigated land
acquisition,  nonprofit
incorporation,  zoning
regulations, property tax
exemption, food subsidy
programs, and grant ap-
plications,” the Notre
Dame case study ex-
plains.

“The Mission of Mary
Cooperative exemplifies
the power of local ini-
tiative, rooted in faith,
to transform underused
property into a catalyst
for community flourish-
ing.”

A Mission of Mary
farm stand selling greens

Continued on Page 7
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April is National Po-
etry Month, and Dayton
Metro Library has a va-
riety of programs sched-
uled for all ages.

Featured Programs:

Nikki Giovani: Cele-
brating the Life and Leg-
acy of an American Icon,
Main Library, Eichel-
berger Forum, Thurs-
day, April 3, 6-8:30 pm:
DML will celebrate the
life of poet, activist, and
scholar Nikki Giovanni
with an engaging and
entertaining perfor-
mance panel, complete
with poetry, singing, and
dancing. More informa-
tion about this event and
Giovanni’s accomplish-
ments can be found here:
https://bit.ly/4iEAyfL.
Registration is not re-
quired, and all ages are
welcome to attend.

An Evening with da-
vid matthews*, Main
Library,  Eichelberger
Forum, Tuesday, April
8, 6:30-8 pm: matthews
will bring his spoken
word and latest collec-
tion, Poetry Classics, to
the Library’s stage. He
weaves together imag-
ery, depth, and thought-
provoking themes, invit-
ing patrons into the heart

General

Celebrate Poetry with DML

of his work. This program
will also include a con-
versation where the audi-
ence can engage with mat-
thews. Registration is not
required, and all ages are
welcome to attend.

Regular Programs:

Preschool Storytime,
Trotwood Branch, Friday,
April 4, 10:30-11 am: This
session of stories, songs,
and other fun learning ac-
tivities will celebrate po-
etry. (Ages 3-5)

National Poetry Month:
Dead Poets Society, South-
east Branch, Saturday,
April 5, 2-4 pm: Be in-
spired by poetry and watch
the cult classic, Dead Poets
Society (Rated PG, 1989).
(Adults and Teens)

Widely Read Book Club,
Kettering-Moraine Branch,
Monday, April 7, 6-7 pm:
To celebrate National Poet-
ry Month, patrons read the
following poems and come
prepared to discuss: "Jeru-
salem" by William Blake,
"Rime of the Ancient Mar-
iner" by Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, "The Emperor
of Ice-Cream" by Wallace
Stevens and "Her Kind" by
Anne Sexton. Patrons may
also bring a poem they love
and read it to the group.
(Adults)

Coloring for Adults,
Northwest Branch,
Wednesday, April 9, 10-
11 am: Enjoy -coloring,
company, and music. This
month’s themes are word
art and poems made into
songs. Registration is re-
quired.

Salt Painting and Po-
etry, Trotwood Branch,
Thursday, April 10, 4-5
pm: Make a simple design
using glue, salt, and wa-
tercolors while listening
to poetry. (Grades 1-4 and
Tweens)

Open Mic Poetry Night,
West Branch, Friday, April
11, 7-9 pm: Patrons can
show off their talent to the
audience. Only partici-
pants need to register — a
few spots remain! (Adults)

Nation Poetry Month:
Bright Star, Southeast
Branch, Saturday, April 12,
2-4 pm: Meet at the Branch
for a screening of Bright
Star (Rated PG, 2009).
(Teens and Adults)

For more information
and to register if required,
visit DaytonMetroLibrary.
org or call the Library’s Ask
Me Line at 937.463.2665.

*david matthews is de-
liberately not capitalized.

Sports

Michael Vick Holds First Practice
As Norfolk State University’s Head

Tt was great to be
out here playing some
football,' Vick said after

practice
Michael Vick, the
former football star

who was hired in Dec.
2024 to coach the Nor-
folk State University’s
football team, held the
squad’s first official
practice.

According to HBCU
Gameday, the practice,
the first of 15, was held
for the Spartans’ April
19 spring game at Dick
Price Stadium.

Although Vick has no
head coaching experi-
ence on any level, his
success as a quarter-
back with the Atlanta
Falcons and Philadel-
phia Eagles convinced
Norfolk State to extend
an offer..The previous
coach, Dawson Odums,
was fired in November
2024 after four years

Footba
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and a 15-31 record.

“It was great to be out
here playing some foot-
ball,” Vick said after the
first practice, per HBCU
Gameday. “The players
had a lot of energy; they
were enthused. They were
just ready to come out
here and compete, and
they did a real good job of
that. We just have to keep
getting better every day;
that’s the message.”

Spartans offensive line-
man Guan Price II, who
recently transferred from
Hampton University, said
Vick, despite his impres-
sive on-field accomplish-
ments, “made us feel like
we’re family. He’s very
welcoming, and he al-
ways takes time to talk to
us.”

And if you think this
would be a dream oppor-
tunity for a quarterback,
you’re not mistaken.

“It’s everything a young

Support Black Owned
Businesses

Advertise in the
Dayton Weekly News

11 Coach

quarterback wishes for,”
said Spartans quarterback
Israel Carter, another
transfer. “I'm following
his path; he led the way
for us. All I'm trying to
do is build off what he did
and implement my game
into that.

Fans who want to see
the team play its first
game with Vick can pur-
chase tickets at the NSU
Ticket Office or online.

Enjoy Spring and Easter with
DML Programs

As April approaches, so
do many Spring-themed
programs at Dayton Metro
Library that patrons of all
ages can enjoy.

Spring Break Craft-
ernoon, Tuesday, April
1, 2-4 pm, Miamisburg
Branch: Create fun and
unique crafts with provid-
ed materials. (All Ages)

Juvenile Spring Bin-
go for Books, Tuesday,
April 1, 2-3 pm, Vanda-
lia Branch: Play Spring
Picture Bingo and win a
book! (Families)

Spring Storytime,
Wednesday and Thursday
through May 22, 11-11:30
am, Northmont Branch:
Nursey rhymes, songs,
fingerplays, and stories
will encourage early lit-
eracy skills. (Babies and
Toddlers)

Plant Bingo, Thursday,
April 3, 6:30-730 pm,
Miami Township Branch:
Celebrate spring with
a few rounds of Bingo.
Win and select a seedling
or cutting to take home!
Registration is required.
(Adults)

Color Me Calm: Spring-
time, Thursday, April 10,
5:30-7 pm, Main Library,
Conference Room 1A:
This month, color Spring-
themed pages. (Adults)

Imperfect Crafts, Sat-
urday, April 12, 10-:30-
11:30 am, Huber Heights
Branch: Create art mo-
saics out of dried seeds.
(Adults)

Sensory-Friendly Egg
Hunt, Saturday, April 12,
4-4:30 pm, West Carroll-
ton Branch: Kids will look
for eggs inside the Library
in a calmer environment.
Registration is required.
(Families)

Crafty Critters, Mon-
day, April 14, 4:30-6 pm,
Miami Township Branch:
Make a Cherry Blossom
tree painting this month.
(Grades 1-4)

All Abilities Adven-
tures, Tuesday, April 15,
10:30-11:45 am, North-
mont Branch: This adven-
ture is designed for adults
of all abilities: create a
craft to celebrate Spring
and play a game. Registra-
tion is required. (Adults)

Family Program: Spring
Crafts, Wednesday, April
16, 4-5 pm, Main Li-
brary, Children’s Creativ-
ity Space: Make season-
inspired creations to take
home. (Families)

Hippty Hoppity Eas-
ter Fun is on Its Way,
Wednesday, April 16, 4-5
pm, West Branch: Make
and wear an Easter bon-

net and paint an Easter
egg. An Easter egg hunt
will follow the craft
activities. It begins at
5 pm and is sponsored
by The Wave Network.
(All Ages)

Teen DIY: Marbled
Clay Name  Tags,
Thursday, April 17,
3-4:30 pm, Vanda-
lia Branch: Use air-
dry clay and stamps to
make an Easter basket
accessory. (Teens)

Adult Spring Craft:
Pipe Cleaner Flowers,
Thursday, April 17, 6-7
pm, West Carrollton
Branch: Supplies will
be limited to the first
ten attendees. (Adults)

Spring Egg Hunt,
Saturday, April 26, 11-
11:45 am, Northmont

Branch: Celebrate
Spring with an egg
hunt. First, decorate

a bag, then have fun
hunting eggs. Registra-
tion is required. (Fami-
lies)

For more informa-
tion and to register if
required, visit Day-
tonMetroLibrary.org
or call the Library’s
Ask  Me Line at
937.463.2665.

Keep Trotwood Beautiful, A Day

The City of Trotwood
is calling on the commu-
nity to join us for a day of
service to create a cleaner
and greener community.
When it comes to litter,
individual actions make a
difference; lend a helping
hand by removing litter
and trash from our city. By
taking pride in your com-
munity by cleaning up and
not littering, you motivate
others to do the same.

When others see you
care for your community,
they care too; one simple
action can lead to behav-
ioral changes over time.

How Can You Help?

e Invite a neighbor or

of Service

family member for a walk
through your neighbor-
hood. During your walk,
cleanup litter that you find
and dispose of it appropri-
ately in a trash bin.

* Educate your fellow
residents on the impor-
tance of litter prevention
and proper trash disposal;
we’re in this together.

e The City will host a
community cleanup along
East Main Street to clean
up the Broadmoor and
Old Towne neighbor-
hoods. The city will sup-
ply gloves, trash bags,
and safety vests for par-
ticipants. We’re seeking
volunteers, nonprofit or-

ganizations, and other
stakeholders to donate
their time to this en-
deavor.

Saturday, May 3, 2025
10:00 am
Trotwood Government
Center, 3035 Olive
Road, Trotwood, OH
45426

When you volunteer
to help clean up our
community, you make a
tremendous difference.
Strengthen community
ties and unite to keep
our great City of Trot-
wood beautiful.

Church Turns its Vacant Land into a Huge Urban Garden, Donates 65k Pounds of Food

Every Year...
Continued from Page 6

under a white tent

The organization’s
programming includes
a community-supported
agriculture program to
sell produce to local con-
sumers, as well as rented
community garden beds,
educational offerings, and
a Neighborhood Food
Council.

Mission of Mary also
donates much of its food,
or offers it on a sliding
scale for families of all in-
come levels.

“Urban farming allows
us to transform spaces that
have a negative impact on
our community into pro-
ductive and beautiful gar-
dens,” the organization’s
website shares.

“We now grow more
than 60,000 pounds of
food each year and we’re
dedicated to putting as
much of that harvest as
possible on the tables of
families in the neighbor-
hood.”

The organization also
supports resettlement ef-
forts for refugees in the
area and became the first

net-zero nonprofit in Day-
ton through its focus on
renewable energy.

“Through our work,
we’re building relation-
ships with our neighbors,
building a local food sys-
tem, and becoming a part
of the fabric of the city,”
the website continues.

These efforts are not just
a good way to use vacant
land but a rich part of the
organization’s  religious
roots — those of the Mari-
anist Catholics, an ap-
proach to Catholicism de-
veloped by a French priest
in 1801.

Marianists emphasized
the power of small com-
munities to “renew Chris-
tianity”  following the
French Revolution.

A person works in a
greenhouse, wearing a
green t-shirt and khaki
shorts

Today, it looks like the
work Mission of Mary
does.

The focus on ecological
development also follows
the insights of Pope Fran-
cis’s term “integral ecol-

ogy,” which posits that the
good of human beings is
inseparable from the stew-
ardship of the natural en-
vironment.

“In some places, rural
and urban alike, the priva-
tization of certain spaces
has restricted people’s ac-
cess to places of particu-
lar beauty,” Pope Francis
wrote in 2015.

“In others, ‘ecological’
neighborhoods have been
created which are closed
to outsiders in order to
ensure an artificial tran-
quility,” he added. “Fre-
quently, we find beautiful
and carefully manicured
green spaces in so-called
‘safer’ areas of cities, but
not in the more hidden ar-
eas where the disposable
of society live.”

A community garden
full of raised beds in Day-
ton, Ohio

The neighborhood that
houses Mission of Mary’s
gardens is a heavily im-
poverished area in Dayton,
according to Notre Dame.
Bisected by an intersec-
tion in the 1960s, the area

was also economically
devastated by industrial
decline.

In 2020, the area had
a median household in-
come of $17,500, with
76% of children under
the age of 5 living in
poverty.

While faith-based in
nature, the management
of the gardens has taken
skill and collaboration
with government finan-
cial assistance programs,
private grant funding,
and more. It is this flex-
ibility and determination
that make it a success
story.

“By meeting the lived
reality of neighbors liv-
ing in poverty, MMC
ensures that the value
it creates in cultivat-
ing underused land di-
rectly benefits nearby
residents,” the case study
concludes.

“MMC’s  incremen-
tal cultivation of vacant
land — and relationships
— has prepared the soil
for further investment in
the community’s flour-
ishing.”
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Maleka James, MPH Dr. Alicia Baker Lauren Br
Licensed Physical

Certified Doula and

Health

Founder of Black-Owned Scrubs/

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated®

Join us for an informative panel
discussion with Black midwives and
doulas and learn about their vital roles in
ensuring safe and empowering birth
experiences for families.

~ This event is free and open to the

public!
Saturday, April 5th, 2025 at 1pm-3pm
Dayton Metro Library

O

ll DeShae Jack

APRN, Certified  Certified Doula and  Certified Doula,

o
N
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Scan QR code for FREE registration

Toni Tipton
Midwife, Women’s

Jericia Colvin

Infant & Child Wellness Therapist, Doctor of Nurse Midwife, Co- Owner of Here We Program Coordinator Health Nurse

Initiatives Project
Manager

Physical Therapy,
Certified Doula

Rejuvenation
Station

owner of Uzima  Grow Doula Services for Wesley Dayton  Practitioner, Co-

and Owner of
Wholistic Woman
Doula Care

owner of Uzima
Rejuvenation
Station

Woman Invents Low-Cost Device
To Keep Premature Babies Alive

In Uganda, where long
ambulance journeys of-
ten put premature babies
at risk of neonatal hy-
pothermia, engineer and
innovator Vivian Ari-
naitwe is leading a life-
saving solution.

Her invention, Neo-
Nest, is a low-cost, por-
table neonatal warming
and monitoring device
designed to keep new-
borns warm and stable
during emergency trans-
port from rural health
facilities to referral hos-
pitals.

Arinaitwe, who grew
up in a small village in
Western Uganda, wit-
nessed firsthand the dev-
astating impact of lim-
ited access to healthcare.

With major hospitals
hours away, premature
infants often arrived
critically cold or unre-
sponsive, drastically re-
ducing their chances of
survival.

Determined to change
this reality, she co-
founded Che Innova-
tions and developed
NeoNest, a practical,
affordable, and locally
sourced device designed
for Uganda’s healthcare
system.

How NeoNest Works

NeoNest is powered
through an ambulance
socket and functions like
a compact incubator. It
continuously  monitors

in Uganda

Vivian Arinaitwe. Image Credit: Royal Academy of

Engineering

and regulates temperature
using a smart control sys-
tem that adapts to environ-
mental changes.

Built from repurposed
jerry cans, refurbished
laptop adapters, and mat-
tress foam, the device
provides an effective and
cost-friendly alternative to
expensive hospital incuba-
tors.

The device features:

Adjustable straps to se-
curely hold the infant

A real-time monitoring
system that alerts staff
with color-coded LED sig-
nals and alarms

A heat-conducting fluid
system ensuring even tem-
perature distribution

Built-in sensors to de-
tect and warn against sys-

tem failures

Since its rollout, over
100 NeoNest units have
been deployed across
Ugandan health facili-
ties, significantly reducing
neonatal deaths caused by
hypothermia.

With a newly awarded
patent, Arinaitwe and her
team are now working
to scale NeoNest nation-
wide, aiming to make this
life-saving device widely
available across Uganda.

Arinaitwe is among Six-
teen innovators from sev-
en African countries short-
listed for the 2025 Africa
Prize for Engineering In-
novation by the Royal
Academy of Engineering

DML CARES Program Brings
Survivors Panel

Dayton Metro Li-
brary will host Survi-
vors Speak, on Saturday,
April 5, from 4-5:30 pm,
in the Main Library’s
Eichelberger Forum.

This program includes
a panel of survivors of
sexual violence who will
discuss their experienc-
es, what has helped them
in their healing journeys,

and how our community
can best support and hold
space for them moving
forward.

Part of a program-
ming series called DML
CARES, Survivors Speak
is being held in partnership
with Planned Parenthood
Southwest Ohio and the
Artemis Center. CARES
stands for Consent Advo-

cates Rallying for Educa-
tion and Support.
Survivors Speak 1is for
an adult audience and re-
quires advanced registra-
tion. For more informa-
tion and to register, visit
DaytonMetroLibrary.org
or call the Library’s Ask
Me Line at 937.463.2665.

Medical Apparel Retailer to Host
Exclusive Launch Party

Nationwide -- Melissa
Oldham, Nurse Practioner
and Founder & CEO, of
MelMed Scrubs, Con-
necticut’s newest Black-
owned premium medical
apparel retailer, is mak-
ing her grand debut with
an exclusive launch party,
and all are invited to at-
tend. On April 12, 2025,
at Spm, MelMed Scrubs’
official launch at the grand
open party at The Pearson
Event Venue, 2590 Berlin
Turnpike, Unit #4, Berlin,
CT 06037, to welcome
healthcare professionals,
community members, and
industry leaders for a cel-
ebration like no other.

An Unforgettable Event

This isn’t just another
store opening—it’s a cele-
bration of the hardworking
healthcare  professionals
who keep our communi-
ties safe and thriving. At
MelMed Scrubs, we know
that the right scrubs can
make all the difference,
and we’re bringing style,
comfort, and functionality
to the forefront.

The Event Will Feature:

* Exclusive First Ac-
cess — Be among the first
to shop our stylish and
premium-quality ~ medi-
cal scrubs, compression
socks, lanyards, and more.

e Launch Party-Only
Discounts — Enjoy special
pricing and promotions
available only to event at-
tendees.

* Exciting Giveaways &
Raffles — Win free scrubs,
accessories, and a grand
prize that will elevate your
workwear game.

* Networking & Com-
munity Connections -
Meet fellow healthcare
professionals,  business
owners, and community
members.

¢ Refreshments, Music
& Fun — Enjoy a lively,
welcoming atmosphere as
we toast to a new chapter
in healthcare fashion!

Why MelMed Scrubs?

Founded by African
American nurse practi-
tioner Melissa Oldham,
MelMed Scrubs was cre-
ated for healthcare profes-
sionals, by a healthcare
professional. They know

the demands of long
shifts and the importance
of quality workwear.
That’s why they offer:

e High-performance,
comfortable scrubs de-
signed to last.

e Customization op-
tions with embroidery
services.

e Payroll deduction
plans to make shopping
easier for employees.

* Exceptional custom-
er service with a person-
al touch.

RSVP & Be Part of the
Excitement!

This is your chance
to experience MelMed
Scrubs before anyone
else!

Space is limited, so
RSVP today to secure

your spot.
Visit https://bit.ly/
MelMedGrandOpening

or follow us on social
media for updates and
exclusive sneak peeks.

Also, be sure to follow
the brand on Instagram
and Facebook

Water: How Much Should You
Drink Every Day?

How much water should
you drink each day? It's a
simple question with no
easy answer.

Your individual water
needs depend on many fac-
tors, including your health,
how active you are and
where you live.

What are the health ben-
efits of water?

Water is your body's prin-
cipal chemical component
and makes up about 50% to
70% of your body weight.
Your body depends on water
to survive.

Every cell, tissue and or-
gan in your body needs wa-
ter to work properly. For ex-
ample, water:

e Gets rid of wastes
through urination, perspira-
tion and bowel movements

* Keeps your temperature
normal

e Lubricates and cushions
joints

* Protects sensitive tissues

Lack of water can lead to
dehydration — a condition
that occurs when you don't
have enough water in your
body to carry out normal
functions. Even mild dehy-
dration can drain your en-
ergy and make you tired.

How much water do you
need?

Every day you lose water
through your breath, per-
spiration, urine and bowel
movements. For your body
to function properly, you
must replenish its water sup-
ply by consuming beverages
and foods that contain water.

What about the advice to
drink 8 glasses a day?

You've probably heard the
advice to drink eight glasses
of water a day. That's easy to
remember, and it's a reason-
able goal.

Most healthy people can
stay hydrated by drink-
ing water and other fluids
whenever they feel thirsty.
For some people, fewer than
eight glasses a day might be
enough. But other people
might need more.

You might need to modify
your total fluid intake based
on several factors:

Exercise. If you do any
activity that makes you
sweat, you need to drink ex-
tra water to cover the fluid
loss. It's important to drink
water before, during and af-
ter a workout.

Environment. Hot or hu-
mid weather can make you
sweat and requires addition-
al fluid. Dehydration also
can occur at high altitudes.

Overall health. Your
body loses fluids when you
have a fever, vomiting or
diarrhea. Drink more water
or follow a doctor's recom-
mendation to drink oral re-
hydration solutions. Other
conditions that might re-
quire increased fluid intake
include bladder infections
and urinary tract stones.

Pregnancy and breast-
feeding. If you are pregnant
or breast-feeding, you may
need additional fluids to stay
hydrated.

Is water the only option
for staying hydrated?

No. You don't need to
rely only on water to meet
your fluid needs. What
you eat also provides a
significant portion. For
example, many fruits and
vegetables, such as wa-
termelon and spinach, are
almost 100% water by
weight.

In addition, beverages
such as milk, juice and
herbal teas are composed
mostly of water. Even caf-
feinated drinks — such
as coffee and soda — can
contribute to your daily
water intake.

How do I know if I'm
drinking enough?

* Your fluid intake is
probably adequate if:

* You rarely feel thirsty

* Your urine is colorless
or light yellow

Your doctor or dietitian
can help you determine
the amount of water that's
right for you every day.

To prevent dehydration
and make sure your body
has the fluids it needs,
make water your beverage
of choice.



