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Know The Past, Shape The Future

By: Stacy M. Brown 
After 194 days, 

months of protests, and 
a $12 million civil set-
tlement, the family of 
Breonna Taylor did not 
receive the justice they 
have desperately sought.

On Wednesday, Sept. 
23, a Grand Jury failed 
to indict the officers for 
killing Taylor, while one 
officer was charged with 
shooting into an apart-
ment – not Taylor’s.

“They didn’t want 
to charge anyone with 
the murder of Breon-
na Taylor,” said Steve 
Romines, the attorney 
for Taylor’s boyfriend, 
Kenneth Walker.

Officer Brett Han-
kinson was indicted on 
three counts of wanton 
endangerment for his 
actions on the night of 
Taylor’s death.

Hankinson was 
charged with shooting 
blindly inside an apart-
ment and a warrant was 
immediately placed for 
his arrest. Judge Annie 
O’Connell set bail for 

By: Christy Capers
“What is an Ameri-

can?” Why, citizens 
born in the United States 
or naturalized over a pe-
riod of time are Ameri-
cans, of course! How-
ever, the implications of 
this question has divided 
the nation for centuries. 

Would denizens then 
be protected under this 
definition - which ne-
cessitates the debate are 
you an American or are 
you just a person liv-
ing in America? And 
just how much does pa-
triotism factor into this? 
This simple question 
opens the door to many 
branching conversations 
relating to people of 
color, and what a home-
land constitutes. While 
the true Americans, to 
me, are the indigenous 
tribes dotting the land-
scape that have since 
significantly decreased 

By: Lucien Bruggeman, 
John Santucci, and Kath-
erine Faulders

President Donald Trump 
on Saturday announced 
his nomination of federal 
Judge Amy Coney Barrett 
to the Supreme Court to 
fill the seat of the late Jus-
tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

The move to select Bar-
rett sets up what promises 
to be a bitter confirmation 
fight less than two months 
before Election Day -- an 
unexpected twist in an 
election season already 
fraught with the coronavi-
rus pandemic and attempts 
by the president to under-
mine confidence in the re-
sult.

It also promises to up-
end the relative ideo-
logical balance that has 
marked the court for de-
cades, establishing a clear 
conservative majority 
should Trump's nominee 
be seated.

"Judge Barrett was con-
firmed to the circuit court 
three years ago by a bi-
partisan vote. Her quali-

President Trump Nominates Amy Coney 
Barrett for Supreme Court Seat

fications are unsurpassed 
and her record is beyond 
reproach. This should 
be a straightforward and 
prompt confirmation," 
Trump said during the 
Rose Garden announce-
ment.

He added, "Rulings that 
the Supreme Court will 
issue in the coming years 
will decide the survival of 
our Second Amendment, 
our religious liberty, our 
public safety and so much 
more. To maintain secu-
rity, liberty and prosper-
ity, we must preserve our 
priceless heritage of a na-
tion of laws. And there's 

no one better to do that 
than Amy Coney Barrett."

Upon her nomination, 
Barrett said, "I love the 
United States, and I love 
the United States' Consti-
tution. I'm truly humbled 
by the prospect of serving 
on the Supreme Court."

A devout Catholic, 
mother of seven and the 
favored choice of con-
servative groups, Barrett 
is a relative newcomer to 
the federal bench, hav-
ing served just three years 
on the Chicago-based 7th 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Despite her short tenure as 
a federal judge, the long-

Judge Amy Coney Barrett speaks after being nominated 
to the US Supreme Court by President Donald Trump in 
the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington, DC, 
on Sept. 26, 2020.

time Notre Dame Law 
professor emerged as the 
front-runner on Trump's 
shortlist in the days fol-
lowing Ginsburg's death.

At 48, Barrett is the 
youngest Supreme Court 
nominee since Clarence 
Thomas in 1991, and 
could expect to serve 
well into the middle of 
the century – an attrac-
tive prospect to Trump 
and his allies on Capitol 
Hill.

Barrett's appeal within 
the administration has 

Continued on Page 3

Officers in Breonna 
Taylor Case Escape 

Indictment

Breonna Taylor

Hankinson at just $15,000.
None of the six officers 

involved were charged 
with a crime.

On March 13, Taylor, 
26, was fatally shot by 
Louisville Metro Police 
officers after a late-night 
no-knock warrant led to 
gunfire inside of her apart-
ment.

Taylor and Walker had 
watched a movie in bed 
and, not long after she 
drifted off to sleep, cops 
pounded on her door. 
Walker, according to po-
lice reports, yelled, “who 
is it?”

Licensed to carry a 
firearm and armed with 
Kentucky legislation that 
allowed him to stand his 
ground and fire his weap-
on in self-defense, Walker 
responded to the late-night 
break-in by shooting at the 
officers. He called 9-11 
because he didn’t know 
that the men were law en-
forcement officers, only 
that they appeared as in-
truders who knocked the 
door off of its hinges.

Officers unleashed a 
flurry of bullets from sev-
eral angles – one officer 
fired blindly from a win-
dow outside of the house – 
ultimately, striking Taylor 
five times and killing her.

Walker’s shot struck Sgt. 
Jonathan Mattingly in the 
thigh. Initially, Walker was 
charged with attempted 
murder, but those allega-

Continued on Page 3

Carlton Eley is an ac-
complished expert on 
the topic of equitable de-
velopment. He is a for-
mer civil servant whose 
career with the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) spanned 
20 years. At EPA, he 

 The Miami Valley Regional Planning 
Committee (MVRPC) Welcomes 

Regional Equity Manager, Carlton Eley

Carlton Eley

created and managed a 
portfolio on equitable de-
velopment for 13 years, 
and he was the first urban 
planner hired by EPA’s 
Office of Environmental 
Justice.

Mr. Eley is credited for 
elevating equitable devel-

opment to the level of for-
mal recognition within the 
U.S. EPA as an approach 
for encouraging sustain-
able communities. He was 
appointed by the President 
of the American Plan-
ning Association (APA) 
to serve as Chair of the 
Social Equity Task Force. 
Also, he re-energized 
APA’s focus on social eq-
uity by publishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Service 
Memo in March, 2017, 
that was released to APA’s 
45,000 members.   

He has managed nation-
al workshops; coordinated 
national recognition pro-
grams; conducted commu-
nity technical assistance; 
and published multiple 
articles that explore the 
intersection of equity and 

community planning. Mr. 
Eley nominated State Rep-
resentative Harold Mitch-
ell, Jr. and the Re- Gen-
esis Project for the 2015 
National Planning Excel-
lence Award for Advanc-
ing Diversity and Social 
Change in Honor of Paul 

Continued on Page 3

“What Is An American?”
due to the long legacy of 
colonialism and genocide, 
I also have to wonder if 
they would be considered 
patriotic. … I don’t think 
so. 

First, let us define pa-
triotism. The standard of 
patriotism is an ideology 
that was historically in-
vented by White Ameri-
cans when it came time 
to apply Manifest Destiny 
and expand territorially 
across North America. Pa-
triotism largely refers to 
the love for, and defense 
of, a country, embracing 
a strong Congress and 
military. Why should a 
people whose ancestors 
have been slaughtered 
on a mass scale embrace 
this ideology again? Why 
should the descendants of 
slaves feel this way?

Next, we have national-
ism, which is often con-
sidered to be “patriotism-

Eunice Carter, born in 1899, was raised in a 
world of stultifying expectations about race and 
gender, yet by the 1940s, her professional and po-
litical successes had made her one of the most fa-
mous Black women in America.

A graduate of Smith College and the grand-
daughter of slaves, Eunice beat all odds by becom-
ing a Black woman prosecutor in New York City 
during the 1930s. However, according to Invis-
ible, a biography written by her grandson, Stephen 
Carter, she really made history when she became 
the mastermind who came up with the strategy to 
take down Lucky Luciano, the most powerful Ma-
fia boss in history. Without her genius, he would 
never have been convicted in 1936.

What makes her story even more historic is that 
when special prosecutor Thomas E. Dewey select-
ed twenty lawyers to help him clean up the city’s 
underworld, Eunice Carter was the only member 
of his team who was not a white male.

Her triumphs, however, were shadowed by prej-
udice and tragedy. Greatly complicating her rise 
was her difficult relationship with her younger 
brother, Alphaeus, an avowed Communist who, 
together with his friend Dashiell Hammett, would 
go to prison during the McCarthy era. Yet despite 
often finding her path blocked by the social and 
political expectations of her time, she never ac-
cepted defeat.

She died in 1970, but her legend remains.

Eunice Carter
1899 – 1970

Continued on Page 5
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WORDWhat’s The

On The Street

By: Barbara Vinzant
Staff Writer
Photos By: Kenny
Wilkinson

On Sunday, Septem-
ber 25, at the Marriott 
Hotel approximately 
100 guests and mem-
bers came together to 
give credit, praise and 
applause to the orga-
nization’s members, 
deceased and still pres-
ent, who have stood the 
test of time through tri-
als and tribulations to 

 Dayton Fellowship Club 
Celebrates 30-Year Anniversary 

(L-R): Dan Schneider, Carol Egan, President Alan Walder, Angi Kazemier and 
John Shinholser.

provide a meeting place, 
instructions and support 
for the addicts who came 
through their doors seek-
ing help.  In 1990, the 
group was given a vacant 
gas station building on 
Riverview and Philadel-
phia Drives to host its 
meetings. The group ad-
opted the name The Day-
ton Fellowship Club.  Af-
ter a five-year stay, it was 

learned that the building 
was being sold and the 
members found them-
selves homeless. After a 
pain-staking search and 
with the help of Mrs. An-
nie Bonapart, they found 
an interim location at an 
old boat house on James 
McGee Blvd. and months 
later a new location was 
offered by Rhine McLin 

Continued on Page 6

 Is the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Affecting Your Holiday Plans?

By LaTonya Victoria
Staff Writer

According to the Ohio Department of Health website there are 151,000 cases 
and 4,750 deaths caused by COVID-19 in the State of Ohio.  I remember in 
March when Governor Mike DeWine announced that we were about to shelter 
in place.  Fast forward seven months.  It never crossed my mind that I’d be wear-
ing a mask daily while in public and making sure that I had hand sanitizer with 
me at all times.  I took little things for granted such as gatherings with family 
and friends and being in close proximity with total strangers without a second 
thought.  Many of us have been taking advantage of the outdoors in order to so-
cial distance with family and friends.  Health experts say that COVID-19 could 
surge during the colder months.

For many of us, the holidays are a time to reflect and be thankful.  I asked sev-
eral people in the Miami Valley how they were planning to spend their holidays 
this year and received the following variety of responses:  

1) Shannon Marbury, who is a Sales Manager for Navistar and lives Beaver-
creek, replied, “I'm an only child so we have a pretty limited family.  I usually 
host Thanksgiving at my house.  We usually do Christmas at my mom's house.  
We don't have a traditional meal for Christmas.   After all the traditional stuff for 
Thanksgiving, I just think it's just boring to do that.  Instead we have a theme.  It 
could be Mexican, or Italian. One year we even did salads and sandwiches.  I'm 
not sure what the theme will be this year with COVID-19. Maybe this year will 
be Soul Food Sunday or something. “

2) Vivian Corporan, who is a fitness instructor, event planner, and an inter-
preter and lives in Bellbrook said, “We normally get together with three other 
families.  We’re families away from home from Puerto Rico who’ve attached 
ourselves here and every year we get together.  Our kids are grown and live in 
other states.  This year they're not able to come home for Thanksgiving.  We will 
be spending it with a much smaller crew maybe just one of the other families.  
This year is going to be really weird and different.  Last year we were able to go 
the Macy's parade because my son lives in New York.  That was amazing!  I've 
never seen that in person.  It's totally different from just watching it on TV.  I was 
jacked up like a little kid.  It was so fun.  Contrast to this year with COVID-19, 
we’ll be Facetiming instead of being together. “

3) Tae Winston, who lives in Dayton and is the founder and owner of the En-
trepreneur’s Marketplace and the Entrepreneur’s Shop said, “We are still plan-
ning to get together for Thanksgiving.  We’re going to Gatlinburg to cook in the 
cabins where we will have more room.   For Christmas, we're going to fly down 
and see my brother and his family in Dallas.  For business, we’re definitely going 
to give back to the community.  We're going to feed as many people as we can 
out of the Entrepreneur’s Marketplace the day before Thanksgiving.  Then the 
day after Thanksgiving at 7:00 AM open both stores and have a chef and sales 
all day.”

Attendees enjoy 30th Anniversary

Shannon Marbury Vivian Corporan Tae Winston
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also been shaped in part 
by her reputation as a 
protégé of the late Justice 
Antonin Scalia, an icon 
of the religious right for 
whom she once clerked, 
sources said.

For Democrats, Bar-
rett's conservative tilt 
and religious affilia-
tion – expressed largely 
through her prolific cata-
log of scholarly writings 
– made her approval to 
the federal bench in 2017 
a bitter affair. During a 
combative confirmation 
hearing for the post, Bar-
rett became a rock star 
in conservative circles 
– not for what she told 
the committee, but what 
a powerful Senator said 
to her.

"Whatever a religion 
is, it has its own dogma. 
The law is totally dif-
ferent," said California 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, 
the committee's ranking 
Democrat. "I think in 
your case, professor … 
the dogma lives loudly 
within you, and that is of 
concern."

Feinstein's comments 
drew rebukes from re-
ligious freedom groups 
and Republican senators. 
Her phrase, "the dogma 
lives loudly within you," 
has since made its way 
onto tee shirts and mugs 
for sale on the internet.

During the same hear-
ing, Barrett said, "I take 
my faith seriously and 
I'm a faithful Catholic," 
but assured senators that 
it is "never appropri-
ate to impose a judge's 
personal convictions, 

tions were later dropped 
in part because he didn’t 
know the invaders were 
police officers and Ken-
tucky’s statute essen-
tially allows for a shoot-
first-ask-questions-later 
when there’s an immi-
nent threat.

Judge Mary Shaw had 
signed off on five war-
rants based on flimsy 
statements provided by 
cops who claimed Tay-
lor’s ex-boyfriend was a 
drug dealer and that they 
somehow suspected she 
was involved.

The Grand Jury deci-
sion came as little sur-
prise giving the response 
this week by Louisville 
officials, who declared 
a state of emergency 
ahead of the reading of 
the decision.

Officers in Breonna Taylor Case Escape 
Indictment...
Continued from Page 1

Also, all off-duty po-
lice personnel were called 
to work while workers 
boarded up stores and 
buildings in downtown 
Louisville in prepara-
tion for the reading of the 
Grand Jury decision.

“We live in a racist so-
ciety, to the extinct that 
we don’t even acknowl-
edge that we fail in our 
ability to correct that,” 
said Sadiqa Reynolds, the 
president of the Louisville 
Urban League.

“To believe that there 
would be charges against 
White police officers 
against this Black woman 
in this city, this country, is 
wrong. We don’t have jus-
tice in America. We don’t 
have justice in Louisville,” 
a tearful Reynolds stated.

whether they arise from 
faith or anywhere else, on 
the law."

Professor Rick Garnett, 
a former colleague and 
Barrett's neighbor, said the 
"grace" with which Barrett 
fielded Feinstein's remarks 
appealed to religious con-
servatives and improved 
her standing with those in 
the administration.

"The way she handled 
that [hearing] elevated 
her in the public con-
versation," Garnett told 
ABC News. "It's not just 
that some of the senators 
said some strange things 
about religion, but it was 
that then-Professor Bar-
rett handled it in a digni-
fied way and I think it 
made a lot of Americans 
– religious believers of all 
stripes – feel inspired and 
proud."

Eventually, the Senate 
approved her nomina-
tion 55-43, with just three 
Democrats voting across 
party lines.

A self-described origi-
nalist, Barrett's tenure as 
an appellate judge has af-
firmed her conservative 
credentials. She authored 
a 2018 dissent arguing that 
convicted felons should 
not be barred from hav-
ing guns. And while she 
has not issued a ruling 
yet on abortion, she has 
twice staked out positions 
aligned with the anti-abor-
tion movement.

Prior to her judgeship, 
Barrett made a name for 
herself at Notre Dame 
Law School, also her alma 
mater. During her 2017 
confirmation process, her 

Notre Dame Law col-
leagues penned a glow-
ing – and unanimous – 
endorsement letter. More 
than 450 former students 
also advocated her confir-
mation.

She supplemented her 
time in the classroom – 
where she taught courses 
on federal courts, consti-
tutional law, and statu-
tory interpretation – with 
several scholarly articles 
on subjects ranging from 
Supreme Court precedent 
to due process.

In her scholarly work, 
Barrett has argued for 
Catholic judges to recuse 
themselves from death 
penalty cases, citing the 
"the moral impossibility of 
enforcing capital punish-
ment," and suggested that 
legal precedent is suscep-
tible to being overturned, 
leading critics to question 
how she would consider 
the landmark abortion rul-
ing Roe v. Wade. In 2013, 
Barrett was quoted in the 
Notre Dame student news-
paper as saying that "it is 
very unlikely at this point 
that the court is going to 

overturn Roe [v. Wade]."
During the 2017 con-

firmation, Barrett walked 
back her position on the 
death penalty, telling sena-
tors that she would not re-
cuse "as a blanket matter" 
from capital punishment 
cases. On abortion, she 
stood by past comments 
that "abortion … is always 
immoral," but added that, 
if confirmed, her "views 
on this or any other ques-
tion will have no bearing 
on the discharge of [her] 
duties as a judge."

Scrutiny of Barrett's 
faith has also extended to 
her personal affiliations, 
particularly her long-
time ties to a Charismatic 
Christian community 
called People of Praise.

The group encourages 
its more than 1,700 mem-
bers to make a covenant to 
the community, and it also 
assigns younger members 
a personal mentor, known 
as a "head" or "leader." 
Until recently, women in 
those roles were referred 
to as "handmaids," which 
led some news outlets and 
commentators to speculate 

President Trump Nominates Amy Coney Barrett for Supreme Court Seat...
Continued from Page 1

Princeville, NC; Gary, IN; 
Birmingham, AL; and the 
Vecht River Valley in the 
Netherlands. His techni-
cal assistance work, pro-
fessional writing, and 
public engagement efforts 

have earned citations 
from the APA; the Na-
tional Organization of 
Minority Architects; and 
former U.S. Representa-
tive Julia Carson. Since 
2005, Mr. Eley has of-
fered numerous lectures 
on equitable develop-
ment, including presen-
tations in New Zealand; 
British Columbia; and 
the United Arab Emir-
ates. He has a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in Soci-
ology/Social Work Cur-
riculum from Elizabeth 
City State University 
and a Master of Science 
Degree in Urban and 
Regional Planning from 
the University of Iowa.

As Regional Equity 
Initiative Manager, Mr. 
Eley will lead equity ini-
tiatives agency-wide and 
in collaboration with our 
members and strategic 
partners. He will also 
serve as the Agency’s 
Title VI leader and ex-
pert diversity, inclusion 
and equity administrator 
and will be responsible 
for complex projects 
related to social justice 
and systemic inequities 
focused on revision of 
policies and transforma-
tion of systems.

Davidoff.
In 2003, Mr. Eley par-

ticipated in the Ian Axford 
(New Zealand) Fellow-
ship in Public Policy. Fol-
lowing the fellowship, he 
wrote a chapter on Wel-

lington, New Zealand, for 
the book, Local Sustain-
able Urban Development 
in a Globalized World and 
has served on community 
advisory service teams 
for Pamlico County, NC; 

The Miami Valley Regional Planning Committee (MVRPC) Welcomes Regional Equity Man-
ager, Carlton Eley...
Continued from Page 1

that People of Praise may 
have been the inspiration 
behind Margaret Atwood's 
famous novel, "The Hand-
maid's Tale." Both At-
wood and People of Praise 
denied those claims.

Barrett has not spoken 
publicly about her involve-
ment in People of Praise, 
and neither the group nor 
an aide to Barrett would 
comment on her current 
status with the organiza-
tion. Critics suggest her 
ties to the community and 
a covenant many members 
make – which the group 
describes as "a promise 
of love and service we 
choose to make to one an-
other" – may conflict with 
her oath to uphold the con-
stitution. For its part, Peo-
ple of Praise denies that its 
practices would have any 
effect on a member's pro-
fessional life.

Barrett's confirmation 
process is expected to be 
strained by the political 
pressure of a nomination 
and hearing so close to a 
presidential election.

Democrats have accused 
Republicans of hypoc-

risy in moving forward 
with a replacement for 
Ginsburg, who died last 
week with only 45 days 
before the November 
vote. In 2016, Republi-
cans blocked President 
Barack Obama's Su-
preme Court nominee, 
Judge Merrick Garland, 
after Scalia's death more 
than 200 days before the 
election.

A native of Louisiana, 
Barrett attended Rhodes 
College in Memphis, 
Tenn., for undergraduate 
studies before earning 
her law degree summa 
cum laude from the 
Notre Dame in 1997. 
After graduating law 
school, Barrett clerked 
for Judge Laurence Sil-
berman of the D.C. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals 
and then Scalia before 
a brief stint in private 
practice in Washington, 
D.C.

Her husband, Jesse 
Barrett, served as an As-
sistant U.S. Attorney in 
the Northern District of 
Indiana.

By LaTonya Victoria
In 31 days, residents 

of the Miami Valley will 
cast their vote in the 2020 
highly anticipated Presi-
dential Election on the 
first Tuesday in November 
(November 3rd).  On this 
day, we will also be vot-
ing on numerous issues 
and local races.  I had the 
pleasure of talking with 
Brandon McClain, our 
Montgomery County Re-
corder, about the upcom-
ing election and why it’s 
important to vote.   

Mr. McClain has served 
in local politics in many 
capacities. He spoke about 
how he is currently the 
Montgomery County Re-
corder, has served as an 
Attorney, Magistrate, and 
Acting Judge in Dayton 
Municipal Court.  He is a 
veteran who was honor-
ably discharged as a ser-
geant and said this about 
his public service, “Re-

Monday October 5th Is the Last Day to 
Register to Vote! 

gardless of the role that 
I’ve occupied, I’ve always 
believed that public ser-
vice is a calling and a call-
ing that I’ve been proud to 
serve throughout my life.”

I asked Mr. McClain 
what makes this election 
so special.  He said, “This 
is the most consequential 
election of our lifetime.  
That’s because this elec-
tion is going to be some-
thing that’s going to be felt 
for generations to come. 
The President will have an 
impact on deciding who’s 
going to be appointed to 
a lifelong judgeship for 
the Supreme Court.  This 
position is going to make 
decisions that’s going 
to impact gender equal-
ity, climate change, Social 
Security, healthcare, and 
student loan debt.  That’s 
what’s on the ballot.  
These positions are things 
that change, but the discre-
tion and the impact of the 

people in these positions is 
what’s long lasting.  That 
is why people should be 
motivated to vote. “  

In order to vote, you 
must first be at least 18 
and registered to vote.  
Mr. McClain shared that, 
“Felons can vote.  Felons 
can vote if they have com-
pleted their sentence and 
have been released.  They 
can vote if they are on pro-
bation or parole as long 
as the felony wasn’t for 
voter fraud.” The deadline 
to register to vote is Octo-
ber 5th.  Early voting be-
gins on Tuesday, October 
6th.  Did you know that it 
takes just two minutes to 
register to vote?  To regis-
ter to vote you can simply 
go to vote411.org.  There 
you will be able to find 
out your voter registration 
status, register to vote, 
find your polling location 
and get information about 
upcoming debates and fo-

rums in your area.  
Voter purges happen 

automatically.  Mr. Mc-
Clain said, “Under Ohio 
law, voter purges takes 
place anytime some-
one hasn’t voted in two 
consecutive federal 
elections.  In addition, 
there’s been a 20% er-
ror rate with individu-
als being purged off the 
voter rolls.”  Do your 
part to have your voice 
heard and make sure that 
you’re registered to vote.  
Dayton Weekly News 
readers may join us next 
week when we take a 
deeper look at some of 
the local issues and can-
didates on the ballot on 
November 3rd, 2020.  
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Editorial      Comments& 

Brenda Cochran

By Dr. James B. Ewers 
Jr. 

The police shoot-
ings of Black men and 
Black women have be-
come commonplace. 
There is no end to these 
tragedies in sight. Our 
America has become a 
shooting gallery, with 
those of us who pay a 
skin tax as the targets.

Is there no safe place 
for Black people to be?

Back in the day, our 
homes were our castles. 
They were places where 
we had fun, enjoyed 
having lots to eat and 
were safe. We took all 
three of these for grant-
ed.

Not today, especially 
if you are Black like 
me. Sad, but true, the 
police will shoot us in-
side of our homes, too.

Breonna Taylor, 
an African American 
woman, was shot and 
killed inside of her 
home by the Louisville 

Something to Consider:
Living in a Spiritual Zoom Room? You Can Make Your Own

By: Brenda Cochran
Contributing Writer

Many of us have ex-
perienced having our 
monthly or weekly 
meetings on Zoom even 
though we have been 
accustomed to meet-
ing in person. Although 
Zoom is deemed neces-
sary because of the pan-
demic and the need to 
remain inside more, are 
you aware that you can 
make your own Zoom 
Room and make it that 
very special and private 
room or special space 
not for virtual meetings, 
but a special place or 
space for you to medi-
tate, pray, or simply re-
connect.

Whether you are a re-
ligious individual, non-
religious or anything in 
between, a sacred place 
can assist you to pause, 
unplug, and reflect on 
the only work that re-

ally matters: loving the 
world, practicing grati-
tude, thinking positively 
and being extra kind to 
yourself. 

We’ve learned that 
many are going through 
depression because of the 
fact that staying inside for 
days at a time and the fact 
that those many wonder-
ful occasions, and being 
around not only family 
members, but all of those 

special people and friends 
have not taken place. 
Wouldn’t you agree that 
having your own special 
Zoom Room would be the 
perfect place for you right 
now?

Having a designated 
space in your home es-
pecially for prayer, medi-
tation, or just a private 
reflection time can be a 
constant reminder of how 
important it is to culti-
vate this sense of awe and 
wonder in your life. Even 
if you only have a few 
minutes to spend there in 
a day, perhaps having this 
place will help you to-
ward incorporating more 
mindfulness, meditation, 
and quietness into your 
life.

Remember to think 
about what you are seek-
ing to add to your life by 
setting this space or room 
apart in your home. What 
do you really hope to ac-

Commentary
Will Police Departments Accept the Liability of Bad Cops?

complish in this space? Is 
it something that you can 
see yourself using every 
day, or just on important 
holy days, anniversaries, 
or season?

A woman by the name 
of Sarah Starr who is a 
writer and a life coach, 
reports that setting aside 
a space for meditation or 
rituals is a process that 
invites people to make 
mental, emotional, and 
energetic space. This 
space or room also serves 
as a daily reminder to 
connect with yourself and 
with your spiritual helper. 
Whenever you walk pass 
it, you will feel that call-
ing and commitment to 
do the work that you’re 
showing up to do, not 
cleaning or dusting your 
home, but really allowing 
a time for self-examina-
tion and spiritual growth. 
Remember, you don’t 
have to be involved with a 

religious church or group.
You can search for 

maybe corners in your 
house that are not being 
used, but not where the 
television or children are. 
Think about how attrac-
tive you can make this 
special place. Pillows 
placed even in a window-
sill with soft colors could 
work. Just remember that 
you want it to be anywhere 
you can create a portable 
sacred space and you can 
even fill a portion with a 
box that is filled with ob-
jects that are meaningful 
to you, such as your re-
ligious books. I recently 
ordered “Blessed to Be 
Memory Verse Cards” 
from Charles Stanley. 
They are perfect.  It could 
even be in your favorite 
chair. Just make sure it’s 
your own. If it is in your 
favorite chair, place a pil-
low that is beautiful and 
one that you can sit on 

each time you meditate 
or get quiet. Wherever 
you place that pillow 
whether on the floor, a 
chair, sofa or your bed, 
will become your sacred 
space. 

The following are 
two quotes concerning 
prayer and meditation. 
The first is:

“The mind is like wa-
ter. When it is turbu-
lent, it’s difficult to see. 
When it’s calm, every-
thing becomes clear.” 
(Unknown)

The next one is: “Ex-
ercise, prayer, and med-
itation are examples of 
calming rituals. They 
have been shown to in-
duce a happier mood 
and provide a positive 
pathway through life’s 
daily frustrations.” 
Chuck Norris – An 
American martial art-
ist, actor, producer and 
screen writer.

Metro Police Department. 
She was shot eight times 
by law enforcement.

This criminal act, com-
mitted by the police, took 
place on March 13th. At-
torney Benjamin Crump 
filed a lawsuit on April 
27th. The lawsuit accused 
the police of wrongful 
death, excessive force and 
gross negligence.

The city of Louisville 
recently reached a $ 12 
million settlement with 
the family of Breonna 
Taylor. In addition, the 
City Council passed legis-
lation to ban “no-knock” 
warrants.

There was a “no-knock” 
warrant used when the 
three police officers killed 
Breonna Taylor.

The City Council also 
unanimously passed leg-
islation that mandates the 
police to wear body cam-
eras when serving search 
warrants and to turn on 
the camera five minutes 
before beginning the op-

eration. They also ap-
proved “Breonna’s Law” 
which is an ordinance 
that places a ban on “no-
knock” warrants. The 
mayor of Louisville, Greg 
Fischer, signed the legis-
lation immediately upon 
receiving it.

Attorney Crump said, 
“She was in her home 
doing absolutely nothing 
wrong.”

Unfortunately, we as 
African Americans can 
be doing everything right 
and still get killed. Just 
ask the family of Botham 
Jean.

Laws are needed to stop 
the widespread killing of 

Black people.
However, this statement 

carries no weight when 
the laws are not enforced, 
or are not on the books.

It can be debated that 
police are going around 
unchecked and uncon-
trolled. This must stop!

Banning chokeholds 
and outlawing “no-
knock” warrants may be 
a start to a problem that 
has festered like an open 
wound for far too long.

In the minds of many 
– mine included – the po-
lice and\or legislators are 
instituting new laws, only 
after Black people have 
been killed. This reaction-

ary type of policing is not 
going to work in the long 
run. Using a band-aid 
when surgery is required 
is not the answer.

Laws are made by hu-
man beings. When they 
are outdated, or are 
causing death and col-
lateral damage, it is time 
to change them. Bre-
onna Taylor’s killing and 
George Floyd’s killing 
forced laws to change.

The question is why 
does another Black per-
son have to be killed for a 
law to be changed?

One of my good friends 
is a police officer and we 
were talking about what 
is happening in police de-
partments across Ameri-
ca. As a Black police of-
ficer, he thinks, like any 
organization, that there 
are some rotten apples 
within police depart-
ments. He says they just 
have not been exposed 
yet.

I believe his assessment 

is correct. Eventually, 
they will be identified 
and fired.

A pressing question at 
the inquiry desk is how 
long can police depart-
ments take this ongoing 
criticism and heat? Bad 
police are giving entire 
police departments a 
bad reputation.

For example, I would 
strongly suggest that 
the overwhelming ma-
jority of the police of-
ficers in Minneapolis 
and Louisville are good 
hardworking men and 
women. They are serv-
ing their communities 
well and doing what is 
right.

Police departments 
must find a way to push 
bad cops out of their de-
partments. Right now, 
they are getting too 
much negative attention 
because of a few bad 
seeds.

By: Christina M. Greer
Fayetteville State 

University students get 
off a Black Votes Mat-
ter bus at Smith Recre-
ation Center on March 
3, 2020 in Fayetteville, 
North Carolina. (Photo 
by Melissa Sue Gerrits/
Getty Images)

On September 10 and 
11, this historic sum-
mit, for the first time, 
brought together over 40 
HBCUs from around the 
country to chart a way 
forward in preparation 
for the upcoming elec-
tion and future elections 
to come. This virtual 
event honored the lega-
cy of late Congressman 
John Lewis, civil rights 
champion and voting 
rights advocate.

HBCUs are criti-
cal anchor institutions 
for engaging not only 
Black students, but also 
the wider communities 
where they are located. 
This summit is a critical 
opportunity to engage 
a voting bloc that can 
have an enormous im-
pact on the outcome of 

Opinion
National HBCU Voting Summit Stresses Importance 

of Youth Turnout
The event honored the legacy of late Congressman John Lewis, civil rights champion and voting rights advocate

Spelman College (Photo by Paras Griffin/Getty Im-
ages for 20th Century Fox)

the upcoming election.
As we continue to wit-

ness more and more 
schemes aimed at disen-
franchising college stu-
dents, particularly Black 
students, this summit is 
focused on informing, 
preparing, and equipping 
students with the tools 
they need to exercise their 
constitutional right to 
vote. 

The summit was hosted 
by Alabama A&M Uni-
versity and, for the first 
time, brought together 
HBCUs from around the 
country to plan for an 
election and prepare stu-
dents to vote in 2020 and 
in the future.

“Ensuring that young 
people of color have full 
and equal access to the 
ballot box is crucial, es-
pecially in light of the 
widespread voter sup-
pression efforts taking 
place across the country,” 
said Alexandria Harris, 
Esq., Executive Director 
of The Andrew Goodman 
Foundation.

This summit comes at 
a flashpoint in our history 

following the murders of 
George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor, and other Black 
Americans at the hands 
of law enforcement. 
Young Americans, many 
of whom are college stu-
dents, are taking to the 
streets to demand justice 
and equality. 

Concurrently, the COV-
ID-19 pandemic is having 
a disproportionate impact 
on the Black community 
exposing the widespread 
nature of systemic in-
equality. And within this 
context, we’re battling 
voter suppression efforts 
aimed at maintaining the 

status quo. This summit 
was part of the ongoing 
fight for racial justice and 
equity through education, 
advocacy, and preparing 
students to vote.

Blatant voter suppres-
sion efforts from local 
and state governments 
have dramatically in-
creased the past few years 
and disproportionately 
targeted people of color 
and students, who are his-
torically targets of voter 
suppression. Educating 
these students on how to 
navigate these barriers is 
the most potent way of 
fighting back. 

The event was co-host-
ed by The Andrew Good-
man Foundation, Fair 
Elections Center’s Cam-
pus Vote Project and Stu-
dents Learn Students Vote 
(SLSV) Coalition and by 
Alabama A&M Univer-
sity.

The Andrew Goodman 
Foundation’s mission is 
to make young voices and 
votes a powerful force 
in democracy by train-
ing the next generation of 
leaders, engaging young 
voters, and challenging 
restrictive voter suppres-
sion laws. 

The Foundation’s Vote 
Everywhere program 
partners with America’s 
colleges and universities 
to provide resources, vis-
ibility, and mentoring to 
a national network of stu-
dent leaders who involve 
their peers in participa-
tory democracy through 
long-term voter engage-
ment, public policy, and 
social justice initiatives. 

AGF has chapters at 
many HBCUs across the 
country, and the summit 
was an extension of their 

commitment to creating 
infrastructure to help 
support HBCUs and 
their students participate 
in our democracy. 

The organization is 
named after Andrew 
Goodman, a 20-year-old 
Freedom Summer vol-
unteer, and champion 
of equality and voting 
rights who, along with 
James Chaney and Mi-
chael Schwerner, was 
murdered by the KKK 
in 1964 while register-
ing Black Americans 
to vote in Mississippi. 
The story of these three 
young men struck a pub-
lic chord that galvanized 
support for the passage 
of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965.

If you would like to 
get involved, please 
contact The Andrew 
Goodman Foundation, 
Fair Elections Center’s 
Campus Vote Project or 
the Students Learn Stu-
dents Vote (SLSV) Co-
alition.
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zilla” - a more aggressive 
form of patriotism. It is the 
identification with the na-
tion you are a part of, yet 
also try to separate from 
other cultures outside or 
within. It is also a senti-
ment African-Americans 
have struggled with since 
we had the freedom to 
feel such a way, especially 
when you consider that 
White nationalism is the 
stepping stone to White 
supremacy.

However, Black nation-
alism has been an option 
available to Black people 

since our emancipation. 
Black nationalism a term 
used to describe encourag-
ing a sense of oneness and 
self-sufficiency among 
Black Americans. We aim 
to define and establish our 
own interests, while the 
main goal shared is creat-
ing our own separate na-
tion within a nation. Now 
considered radical, many 
of our people still embrace 
this concept today.

In our collective con-
sciousness, patriotism 
evokes a more positive 
imagery, while national-
ism evokes a negative 
one. Why? We know that 
whichever side you lean 
more towards is simply 
shaped by your experience 
living in this country.

So “what is an Ameri-
can?” Are the real Ameri-
cans the people with flags 
firmly planted in the back-
yard of their homes? Do 
they believe in change 
through protest? Do they 
get angry at peaceful pro-
test? Do they believe Blue 
Lives Matter? Do they pri-
oritize the President, and 
support him? Do they pri-
oritize Black bodies in the 
streets? Do they prioritize 
the dignity of the environ-
ment? Are they libertar-

ians? 
Is it American to believe 

in the foundation of this 
country, but realizes we 
have major steps to take to 
get there? Or is it Ameri-
can to believe that this 
country has always been 
great up until recently? I 
guess it is up to us - the 
born-here Americans, the 
naturalized Americans, the 
immigrants - to define that 
for ourselves.

“What Is An American?”...
Continued from Page 1

Education
A recent announce-

ment heralds the school’s 
designation as the 40th 
best healthcare adminis-
tration degree program 
in the nation. 

University Headquar-
ters (HQ), a student re-
source guide, recently 
released its list of best 
value healthcare admin-
istration programs and 
Wilberforce is listed 
ahead of larger schools 
such as Tulane Univer-
sity and the University 
of Nevada Las Vegas 
(UNLV). The Histori-
cally Black College or 
University (HBCU) also 
achieves this honor as 
one of four colleges in 
Ohio selected in the top 
55 positions as the best 
in this category.

“This ranking recog-
nizes the hard work and 
commitment of our fac-
ulty in that program. Our 
small, hands on, family 
environment class work, 
gives students the moti-
vation to make this area 
of study a highly sought 
curriculum at Wilber-
force,” says Dr. Edward 
Hill, VP, Academic Af-
fairs, Strategic Initia-
tives.

This acknowledg-
ment is particularly 
special for Wilberforce 
student Mancell Lyttle. 
The senior from Detroit, 
Michigan will receive 
his bachelor of science 
degree in health services 
administration in De-
cember of this year.

“Since I have been 
here at Wilberforce Uni-
versity, I have seen more 
and more students enter 
this major,” says Man-
cell Lyttle, Wilberforce 
University, Class of 
2020.

• Once you have grad-
uated from Wilberforce 
with a B. S. degree in 
health services adminis-
tration, you will have:

• Demonstrated an 
understanding of the na-
tion’s health care system 

• Learned to apply best 
practice and business 
theories to the manage-
ment of a health care or-
ganization 

• Developed quan-
titative analysis and 
technological skills to 
synthesize and analyze 
information.  

All of these execu-
tions will allow you to 
produce clearly written, 
concise business analy-
ses and reports, design 
and deliver clear, well or-
ganized, persuasive oral 
presentations and dem-
onstrate career readiness 
skills that will make a 
smooth transition into 

By Zack Frink
The graduate chapter for 

a local fraternity is giving 
back to the community. 
The Beta Xi Sigma chap-
ter of Phi Beta Sigma Fra-
ternity, Inc. will volunteer 
at the Artemis Domestic 
Violence Center on Satur-
day, September 26, from 
10 a.m. to noon.

The community ser-
vice is part of the Sigma 
National Day of Service. 
All chapters of Phi Beta 
Sigma are set to conduct 
community service proj-
ects in their communities 
on that day focusing on 
the themes of social ac-
tion, improving businesses 
and education.

Members of the Beta Xi 
Sigma chapter plan to help 

Another Distinction of Excellence 
for Wilberforce University  

the work force or graduate 
program.  Mancell Lyttle 
says, he’s ready. He says, 
“When I get that degree, I 
know it will pay off. I’ve 
gained the knowledge, and 
my internships have given 
me the experience. I won’t 
just get a degree and not 
know how to use it.”

Dr. Anuradha Ven-
kateswaran is the dean of 
the college of professional 
studies at Wilberforce. 
She says this:”best of” 
designation not only cre-
ates greater enthusiasm 
to promote enrollment 
for the university, it fur-
ther encourages students 
already enrolled  in the 
school’s health services 
administration program. 
“It’s going to point out a 
program with such high 
regard presents great ca-
reer prospects.” 

To say there is great de-
mand for healthcare jobs 
is an understatement. Ac-
cording to the U. S. Bu-
reau of Labor statistics, 
healthcare will be the fast-
est growing employment 
trend between the years 
2014 and 2024. Wilber-
force University’s pre-
mier, four-year curriculum 

has already addressed that 
movement by preparing 
students for these related 
healthcare careers. It’s 
what Mancell Lyttle al-
ready knows. He will re-
turn to Wilberforce after 
his December, 2020 grad-
uation to pursue a master’s 
degree in clinical rehabili-
tation counseling. He says, 
“I’m very confident I will 
find work.”

University Headquarters 
(HQ) is a new student re-
source website that helps 
college bound students 
narrow their decisions 
about fields of study.

Wilberforce University 
is a four-year, accredited, 
liberal arts college located 
in Greene County, Ohio, 
near Dayton. Founded 
in 1856, it is the nation’s 
first, private, HBCU. It is a 
member of the United Ne-
gro College Fund (UNCF), 
the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA) Conference and 
the Ohio LINK Library 
Consortium. According to 
HBCU.com, Wilberforce 
is one of the top five HB-
CUs in the Midwest.

Mancell Lyttle

Sigmas Volunteer at Artemis 
Domestic Violence Center

the Artemis Center by do-
ing tasks that include or-
ganizing pantries, labeling 
materials and cleaning the 
building. The chapter also 
intends to donate $10 gas 
cards, Kroger gift cards 
and a monetary donation 
to the Artemis Center to 
help purchase supplies for 
domestic violence victims 
and their families.

“The Artemis Center 
was selected as the chap-
ter’s service project be-
cause of the great strides 
the center has made in 
the greater Dayton area,” 
said Dr. Justen V. Seay Sr., 
president of the Beta Xi 
Sigma chapter.

Dr. Seay wants commu-
nity members to donate 
personal care and hygiene 

products like bar soap, 
deodorant, diapers, 
toothpaste and tooth-
brushes, towels and nail 
care kits. Donations can 
be delivered to the Arte-
mis Center in the name 
of “Phi Beta Sigma Fra-
ternity, Inc., Beta Xi Sig-
ma chapter.”

The chapter has its 
sights set on other com-
munity service projects 
for the remainder of this 
year. Upcoming com-
munity service projects 
include a Trunk or Treat 
for the families of Emer-
son Academy, Thanks-
giving baskets for fami-
lies in need, and a winter 
clothes drive benefiting 
students in local schools.

By:Jermaine McGhee
“We would like to thank 

you, minority Americans, 
especially those of you 
who live in a swing state 
like Ohio. Your ignorance 
of and frustration at our 
mundane voter distrac-
tions still amazes us. Our 
public school system has 
given your children just 
enough education to work 
toward our goals, no mat-
ter how foolish they may 
be nor which actor we 
may employ to influence 
our power over your free 
will democracy.

“We would like to thank 
you for the last 50 years 
or so in which you’ve al-
lowed us to erode your 
civil rights just as quickly 
as you’ve been giving 
them! It is so joyful to 
watch your people still 
be so easily swayed by 
our comments and in con-
siderations towards your 
mighty race. We have 
done everything we can 
to change your own per-
ception of your lives your 
families and your commu-
nities in order to work to-
wards our ambitions of to-
tal control through media.

“Go ahead and stay 
at home this election! 
There’s no need to come 
out in the cold when you 
can stay home and enjoy 
on television the reality 
shows that we’ve placed in 
your lives to help you feel 
better about your mun-

Voter Rights Quit Claim

dane existence as worker 
bees.  Remember you 
don’t believe your vote 
counts anyway so what’s 
the sense in wasting your 
time?  We will continue to 
take care of the world for 
you. 

Sincerely Yours,  
Mr. Propaganda”
The above was a satiri-

cal piece written to express 
one perspective in rela-
tionship to the gradual loss 
of hard one voters rights. 
Without the great sacri-
fices by early Freedom 
Riders, and civil rights 
leaders like The Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee, the 1965 15th 
amendment to the United 
States Constitution would 
most likely have never 
occurred.  Perhaps, even, 

Grand Re-opening!
Wings of Love Services 
Adult Day Center have 

moved to a new location. 
We invite you to come 

take a tour!
“Serving Seniors and Individuals 

with Disabilities” 

4130 Linden Ave Ste. 180
Dayton, Ohio 45432

Walk through tours will be held 
by appointment only. We also 
have virtual tours available!

Please contact Renay Frost 
(Dayhab Supervisor) to set up 

appointment.

937-789-8192 x2
 

wols.renayf@gmail.com

women's right to vote 
would never have come 
to pass, either. Many of 
us may not be able to 
imagine living in a time 
when dogs and water 
hoses were used on pro-
testers, no matter man, 
woman, or child. the 
younger of us often take 
for granted never having 
witnessed the effects of 
the Jim Crow era, seg-
regated water fountains 
and school functions. Or 
have we?

Have we, the fear-
less and resilient mass-
es of FREE PEOPLE, 
begun to witness our 
historic champions' 
blood-stained victories 
completely erased from 
the pages of Earth’s bed-
time storybook?
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Religion

Zion Baptist Church
"And I, if I be lifted up from the Earth, will draw all men unto me."

Reverend Rockney Carter, 
Senior Pastor

(937) 275-6906
Fax 276-6267

Sunday
Church School.................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship...........................................11:00 a.m.
Tues. Bible Study.............................................6:00 p.m.
Wed. Prayer Meeting.......................................6:00 p.m.

Other Ministry
email: rockney.carter@gmail.com

1684 Earlham Drive • Dayton, OH 45406

SUNDAY
Church School 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Services 10:00 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study   Noon 

THURSDAY
Food & Clothing Pantry 10:00 a.m - 1:00 p.m.

      Rev. Gerald A. Cooper, Pastor

  Join us for a new beginning... 

4520 Salem Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45416
Rev. Dr. William E. Harris, Jr., Senior Pastor

Telephone Number: 937 279-9343
Fax: 937 279-9342

Toll Free: 1-877-279-9343

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting........

Mt. Enon Missionary Baptist Church
“Building a Healthy Church to Serve an Unhealthy Society”

SUNDAY
Sunday School........................................8:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship Services..................10:00 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY
AM Prayer Meeting................................9:30 a.m.
Bible Study....................11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Saturday
Bible Study............................................11:00 a.m.

Pastor Cory J. 
Pruitt

“Because We 
Care, We 
Share”

(937) 222-0867
FAX: (937) 222-7336

1501 W. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Dayton, OH, 45412

Advertise Your 
Church in the 
Dayton Weekly 

News
Call 223-8060 

for more 
Information.

SUNDAYS
Church School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship               10:45 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 12:00 noon 
Word & Worship 6:30 p.m.

Bethel services are aired on DSTV Time 
Warner Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m. 

and Saturdays at 
9:00 p.m. Time Warner Cable 992

937-222-4373 - Office - Email: offices@bmbcdayton.org
Rev. Xavier L. Johnson, Senior Pastor

Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
401 S. Paul Laurence Dunbar St. - Dayton, Ohio 45407

Advertise Your Church in the 
Dayton Weekly News

Call (937) 223-8060 for more 
Information.

Mt. Enon Missionary Baptist Church
“Building a Healthy Church to Serve an Unhealthy Society”

Pastor Cory J. 
Pruitt

(937) 222-0867
FAX: (937) 222-7336

SUNDAY
Sunday School........................................8:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship Services..................10:00 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY
AM Prayer Meeting................................9:30 a.m.
Bible Study....................11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Saturday
Bible Study............................................11:00 a.m.

1501 W. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Dayton, OH, 45412

“Because We 
Care, We 
Share”

ST. MARGARET’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

5301 Free Pike, Trotwood, Ohio 45426
Office: 937.837.7741

Office Hours: 10:00 am-2:00pm-Monday-Friday

Website: www.stmargaretsdayton.org

SERVICE SCHEDULE
Adult Bible Study - Sunday 9 AM

Worship Service - Sunday 8 AM & 10:30 AM
Sunday School - Sunday 10:30AM

Reverend Father
Benjamin E. K. Speare-Hardy II, Rector
The mission of St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church 
is to worship, to serve and to form the spiritual 

and moral growth of individuals according to the 
teachings of Jesus Christ.

4520 Salem Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45416
Rev. Dr. William E. Harris, Jr., Senior Pastor

Telephone Number: 937 279-9343
Fax: 937 279-9342

Toll Free: 1-877-279-9343

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting........Check out our website: www.believers-christian.org
Listen to our weekly radio show every Sunday at 8 am on 98.7 FM

Believers Christian 
Fellowship Church

Sunday Service..............................9:30 a.m.
Church School - Sunday................8:45 a.m.
& Wednesday.................................1:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting - Every 
Wednesday starting at...................6:00 p.m.

Rev. Dr. William 
E. Harris, Jr. 

Senior Pastor

3010 McCall Street, Dayton, OH 45417
Tel. No.: 937-279-9343, Fax: 937-279-9342

Toll Free: 1-844-679-9343 
email:bcfchurch@swohio.twcbc.com

Worship At The 
Church Of Your 

Choice

 Office:  937-268-6711     Fax: 937-221-8040

Rev. Dr. Marcettes Cunningham, 
D.Min., Pastor

Sunday School    9:30 a.m
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m

Wednesday
Prayer/Bible Study, 12:00 & 7:00 p.m.

Evening Prayer, 6:30 p.m.

Greater Allen AME Church
Rev. Elmer S. Martin, Pastor

1620 West Fifth Street
Dayton, OH 45402-2910

Church Phone: 937-223-5115
Fax: 937-223-8872

Email: greater_allen_ame@att.net

Church Sunday School.....................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship..............................................10:45 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study - Monday.......................6:30 p.m.
Noonday Bible Study - Wednesday................12:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting - Wednesday............................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday..................................7:30 p.m.

COLLEGE HILL 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

1547 Philadelphia Drive 
(corner Philadelphia Dr. and Cornell Dr.)

www.collegehillchurch1.com

937-278-4203
Rev. Dr. Darryll Young
We are a multicultural, 

multi-lingual congregation 
Morning Worship every Sunday 

at 10:30 am

(corner Philadelphia Dr. and Cornell Dr.)
Pastor Rev. Dr. Worthen

www.collegehillcommunitychurch.org    
  937-278-4203
We are a multicultural,

 multi-lingual congregation 
Morning Worship every Sunday

 at 10:30am

Church Events?
Let the Public know...  Advertise in the Dayton Weekly News.

Contact for information to (937) 223-8060 or email to DaytonWeek@aol.com 

to rent the old McLin Fu-
neral Home.  The build-
ing had twice the space 
and offered new oppor-
tunities to grow the fel-
lowship. The 30-year 
existence has brought 
trials, tribulations, finan-
cial strains, worry and 
tear on the membership 
but, through it all, the 
members boast that it 
was God on their side 
and their commitment 
to fight the addiction 
that had consumed the 
lives of many Dayton 
residents that kept them 
moving on. 

Long time Fellow-
ship members Marilyn 
Davis, Leon Henry, Jef-
ferson Smith, Jessica 
Finney, Dr. James Dob-
bins, Raymond How-
ard, and Mark Czarzasty 
shared the importance of 
the Fellowship in their 
lives and what the group 
means to them.  It was 

Dayton Fellowship Club Celebrates 30-Year Anniversar...
Continued from Page 2 

Dan Schneider who shared 
that it was the murder of 
his son over a drug deal 
that got him involved to 
seek his son’s killer which 
resulted in the person be-
ing arrested. He shared: 
”before his son died, he 
said that he wanted to 
discourage kids from do-
ing drugs and his dream 
is being lived through me. 
We need a big voice to be 
sounded and heard about 
the drug problem in this 
country and I want to be 
a part of making that big 
voice heard.  He observed 
that there must be 1,000 
years of sobriety in this 
room and you are to be 
congratulated on what you 
accomplish on German-
town Street.”  John Shin-
holser, a recovering addict 
who hails from Richmond 
, Virginia, complimented 
the Fellowship Club on 
the work that it has accom-
plished.  He  also compli-

mented Alan Walder on 
his tenacity and leader-
ship. Mr. Shinholser stated 
that: “Good things have 
come out of that building 
so keep up the good work.”  
A group of survivors from 
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, 
called “Sisters of Sobri-
ety” under the directorship 
of Angi Kazemier traveled 
to Dayton to support this 
anniversary and presented 
a floral tree that is to be 
planted at the Clubhouse 
on Monday morning by 
the donor.  It was Mr. Bill 
Roberts who served as the 
keynote speaker deliver-
ing an inspiring message.  
The Treasurer, Kenneth 
Richardson, thanked the 
attendees for their mon-
etary support and atten-
dance.  Waldo Littlejohn 
provided a musical selec-
tion followed by closing 
remarks by Alan Walder 
who said that It was only 
God!

 Dayton Fellowship Officers Accept Award

“Around the time of Elizabeth’s amazing pregnancy and John’s birth, the 
emperor in Rome, Caesar Augustus, required everyone in the Roman Empire to 

participate in a massive census—”
Luke 2:1 The Voice

 “DEAR GOD, in the United States, Incorporat-
ed, census workers were sent out a year in advance 
with hand-held GPS devices to every single dwell-
ing in the country. According to the documentary 
Shadow Government by Grant R. Jeffrey, a proph-
ecy expert, the plan is to track and ultimately con-
trol the people.

     Every time we use social media, watch tele-
vision, listen to the radio, drive our automobiles, 
open our smart refrigerator, and flush our smart toi-
let, the government knows about our every move-
ment (no pun intended). Beware, cell phones are 

more than communication devices. And, ID cards with radio frequency chips 
thereon advances the effort to place eight billion people in a database, to reduce 
the populous and erode freedoms under the one-world government, one-world 
economy, and one-world religion. When this regime comes into power, owning 
property and voting will be abolished. 

     Luke 2:3 puts it this way, “The purpose of a census is to be sure that every-
one is appropriately taxed and knows who is in charge.” Emphasis on “knows 
who is in charge.”

     Jesus was born in an era where people could not vote and did not have the 
technology to keep track of the people. However, Jesus was political and often 
taught the difference between following Him and following His opponent. For 
example, He called the people of The Way (1) the light of the world and (2) 
the salt of the earth. In his article Would Jesus Vote? Drew Griffin writes: “the 
world should be different and brighter because we are in it. The funny thing 
about light is that it doesn’t change what it shines on—it enhances it. Turn a 
light on in a dark room, the room remains the same, but the experience of the 
room is different—and better. Salt also does not replace what it interacts with, 
but rather it enhances it and preserves it. No, there’s no direct biblical directive 
to vote.” 

     Still, Jesus would elect for us to BE both salt and light in our corrupt and 
dark world.
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The Trotwood Rams 
knocked off Thurgood 
to remain undefeated in 
high school play. 

Thurgood fought, but a 
big TD put the game out 

Week Two City League Recap 
 Belmont Regains Championship Form, Shut Down Ponitz

Greg Packnett Jr, QB -P (Dunbar) 
Week 1 

The Belmont Bison 
got back to dominat-
ing opponents, like they 
have done for the last 
half decade as they shut 
down Ponitz  41-6 at 
Welcome  Stadium on 
Thursday night. Senior 

quarterback (QB) Tavon 
Hardwick, one of the top 
players in the League, 
scored two rushing touch-
downs (TDs) and threw 
for another. His backfield 
partner Joddi Burton who 
also caught a TD pass, ran 

for two more. The Bison 
running game was too 
much for Ponitz as the 
Bison, led by coach Earl 
white, now move to 1-1 on 
the season.

Dunbar Pummels Meadowdale 
Dunbar used the rifle 

arm and shifty legs of 
Greg Packnett, Jr. and 
the energy of game one 
to propel themeslves to a 
60-0 win over Meadow-
dale on Friday night. 

Jaquan Lusbourgh,  one 
of the best 2-way play-
ers in the city, had his 
way with a pick-6 TD to 
go with an offensive TD. 
Greg threw four TDs and 
ran for another one. 

While there are reports 
that the Wolverines would 
have to forfeit games, 
don’t expect Dunbar to be 
left out of the playoffs. 

Dunbar moved to 2-0 on 
the season.

Trotwood Stops Thurgood
of reach after the Ram’s 
Hudson-Davis scored on 
a run. Senior QB Cooper 
Stewart had a good day 
as well, throwing for a 
couple of TDs to lead the 

Rams on senior night. 
The Rams are the de-

fending Ohio High School 
Athletic Association D-3 
State Champions. 

With the Dayton Public 
Schools (DPS) fall sports 
season starting during 
mid-season, here are the 
Dayton Weekly Athletes 
of the Week during Week 
1 and Week 2 in the high 
school football season.

Week 1 Top Players 
(DPS + Trotwood) 

Hezekiah Hudson-Davis 
(RB) Trotwood 

Hezekiah got going 
mid-way through the first 
half and became a ma-
jor problem by scoring 
twice and amassing over 
100 yards on the ground 
against Ponitz in their sea-
son opener. Early in the 
second quarter, with the 
passing game not hitting 
on all cylinders and Ponitz 
ahead, Offensive coordi-
nator  Kerry Ivy and the 
Rams shifted the weight 
of the game towards their 
huge size advantage on 
the line and with Heze-
kiah.  Hezekiah accepted 
the challenge, and the rest 
was history. His powerful 
running style and ability 
to make defenders miss 
the first tackle is a deadly 

Dayton Public Schools Athlete of 
the Week 

combo for op-
ponents. Trot-
wood would 
roll 34-6 be-
hind Heze-
kiah. 

J a y l e n 
Spann, Run-
ning Back 
(RB) Thur-
good   

J a y l e n 
Spann was 
a force and 
a thorn in 
Meadowdale’s 
side the entire 
game as he 
rumbled for 

two touchdowns (TDs) in 
the big win for the Cou-
gars. Early in the game, 
Thurgood decided to call 
Jaylen’s number and he 
delivered early and of-
ten, accounting for two 
TDs in the blowout win 
and a tone that the Lions 
couldn't match the entire 
game. Jaylen has great 
size and has led the Cou-
gars in rushing this season. 

Greg Packnett Jr, Quar-
ter Back (QB) Dunbar 

Greg Packnett Jr, who 
last year was a backup 
after a tumultuous sea-
son that ended with the 
Wolverines falling to Bel-
mont, knew that it would 
be on him to change what 
has been a Bison stam-
pede over the City League 
in football the last five 
years. Greg was the silver 
lining in last years game, 
giving the Wolverines 
hope that, if he could turn 
around whatever issues he 
had going into his senior 
season, he would still be 
ready to play. He did, and 
he showed that he has ma-

tured as he directed a TD 
drive early, and despite 
the pressure of the Bison 
defense, he was able to 
keep the chains moving 
and his decision making 
was the difference in the 
Wolverines win. While 
he was rusty in some 
areas, he was dynamic 
in others, especially the 
ability to improvise and 
make an accurate throw 
on the run, which frus-
trated the tough Belmont 
defense. 

Week 2  Top Players
Joddi Burton (RB, 

DB) Belmont 
Juddi Burton un-

leashed on Ponitz as he 
accounted for over 150 
yards and 3 TDs as the 
Bison got on track with a 
big win 41-6. Juddi, who 
worked on his body and 
skill set relentlessly all 
summer, showed all of 
his talents as he caught 
a nice passing TD, and 
ran for a couple more as 
well, along with a 2-pt 
conversion. Juddi, who 
has schools interested, 
could be a nice prospect 
for any college program. 

Jaquan Lusbrough – 
(DB, WR) Dunbar 

Jaquan Lusbrough, 
often overlooked be-
cause of the talent on 
the Wolverines roster, 
was in prime-time mode 
on Thursday night as he 
scored offensively and 
defensively to lead Dun-
bar to a big win over 
Ponitz. He snatched a 
pass and ran it the length 
of the field for a back 
breaking pick-6 which 
showed really, how ver-
satile and valuable he is. 
His pick and his speed 
to actually get to the end 
zone that fast, showed 
a big-time player who 
could be competing for 
Dayton High School 
Sports Player of the Year 
honors.  

Week 3 DPS Games 
(Week 6 Overall) 

Belmont vs Trotwood 
(Game of the Week) 

Thurgood vs Dunbar
Ponitz  vs Meadow-

dale 

 Joddi Burton, RB-WR -DB  (Belmont) Week 2 

The Cincinnati Reds, 
who were dead to ripe 
two weeks ago, came 
back with a vengeance 
as they will play in the 
MLB playoffs starting 
this week. Behind the 
likes of Trevor Bauer 
and a stout pitching ro-
tation, the Reds won 
eight of their last ten 
games to make it to the 
playoffs. The Reds are 
a seven seed and will 
face a tough opponent 
in Atlanta. The Braves 
are a young talented 
team and will be ready 
for the challenge. Two 
weeks ago the Reds 
were five games out of 
first and going nowhere 
fast. After scrapping out 
a couple wins, the Reds 
rode their elite pitching 
to a berth. MLB decid-
ed to give more playoff 
slots and the Reds were 
a beneficiary of one of 
those two spots per each 
conference.  

Can the Reds win a 
series for the first time 
in almost a decade? 
Congrats to the Cincin-
nati Reds. 

LeBron James leads 
another franchise to 
NBA Finals 

LeBron James, one of 
the greatest players to 
ever play in the NBA, 
has done it again. He has 
taken the Los Angeles 
Lakers to another NBA 
Finals where he will take 
on his old team, the Mi-
ami Heat. While LeBron 
will be the favorite, it 
is no denying that he is 
one of the greats after 
returning to the NBA 
Finals for the ninth time 
in ten years. No matter 
where LeBron has gone, 
he has won at the high-
est level, and what he is 
doing in his 17th year 
is stuff of legends. No-
body has had a season 
like this so late in their 
career. While LeBron 
will go for champion-
ship number four, it is 
essential for him to win 
this final, as he said, “It 
don’t mean nothing if 
we don’t win the cham-
pionship.” And make no 
mistake, LeBron doesn’t 
want to be 3-7 in NBA 
Finals, as he knows he 
is chasing the great Mi-
chael Jordan for goat 
status. 

Reds end Drought, Join Indians in Major 
League Baseball (MLB) Playoffs, While 

LeBron James Plays for National Basketball 
Association (NBA) Title 

Reds celebrate at home run as they ready for MLB 
playoffs

Lebron James headed to 10th NBA Finals Appear-
ance

No matter what, look for 
LeBron James to put on a 

show in this Finals with 
Los Angeles. 
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By Glenn Ellis 
“Both COVID-19 

and flu can spread from 
person-to-person, be-
tween people who are in 
close contact with one 
another (within about 
6 feet). Both are spread 
mainly by droplets made 
when people with the ill-
ness (COVID-19 or flu) 
cough, sneeze, or talk. 
These droplets can land 
in the mouths or noses of 
people who are nearby or 
possibly be inhaled into 
the lungs.”

This statement from 
the CDC reminds us that, 
not only should we re-
member that we are still 
in the middle of a deadly 
pandemic, but we are 
also at the beginning of 
the 2020-2021 flu season. 
Because this is the first 
cold and flu season in the 
U.S. during the global 

Health
Miami Valley Hospital 

and Upper Valley Medi-
cal Center have received 
the American Heart As-
sociation and American 
Stroke Association’s Get 
With The Guidelines, 
Stroke Gold Plus Qual-
ity Achievement Award. 
The award recognizes 
the hospitals’ commit-
ment to ensuring stroke 
patients receive the most 
appropriate treatment ac-
cording to nationally rec-
ognized, research-based 
guidelines based on the 

Miami Valley Hospital, Upper Valley Medical Center Receive Get 
With The Guidelines, Stroke Gold Plus Quality Achievement Award

latest scientific evidence 
from the American Heart 
Association (AHA).

“The tools and resources 
provided by this initiative 
help us improve patient 
outcomes through mea-
suring and tracking AHA 
clinical guidelines,” said 
Barbara Johnson, execu-
tive vice president and 
chief operating officer at 
Premier Health. “Premier 
Health is committed to im-
proving the quality of care 
for our stroke patients.”

Miami Valley Hospital 

and Upper Valley Medical 
Center earned the award 
by meeting specific qual-
ity achievement measures 
for the diagnosis and treat-
ment of stroke patients at 
a set level for a designated 
period. These measures 
include evaluation of the 
proper use of medica-
tions and other stroke 
treatments aligned with 
evidence-based guidelines 
with the goal of speed-
ing recovery and reduc-
ing death and disability 
for stroke patients. Before 

discharge, patients should 
also receive education on 
managing their health, 
schedule a follow up visit, 
as well as other care tran-
sition interventions.

Additionally, Miami 
Valley Hospital also re-
ceived the Target: Stroke 
Honor Roll Advanced 
Therapy Award. The Level 
I Trauma Center and Com-
prehensive Stroke Center 
received this recognition 
for meeting quality mea-
sures developed to reduce 
the time between the pa-

tient’s arrival at the hospi-
tal and treatment with the 
clot-buster tissue plasmin-
ogen activator, or tPA, the 
only drug approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration to treat isch-
emic stroke. Miami Valley 
Hospital received this des-
ignation by having Door-
To-Device (DTD) times in 
at least 50 percent of ap-
plicable patients within 90 
minutes for direct arrivals 
and within 60 minutes for 
transfer. 

According to the Ameri-

can Heart Association 
and American Stroke 
Association, stroke is 
the fifth leading cause 
of death and a leading 
cause of adult disability 
in the United States. On 
average, someone in the 
United States suffers a 
stroke every 40 seconds, 
and nearly 795,000 peo-
ple suffer a new or recur-
rent stroke each year.

Health & Beauty
Cold and Flu Season During COVID-19

pandemic, healthcare pro-
viders aren’t sure how our 
immune systems will react.

Truly, many of us, 
have reached our break-
ing points after more than 
6 months of cabin fever, 
COIVD fatigue; social dis-
tancing; face masks; prom-
ises of vaccines, and a 

long list of other COVID-
related things. It is becom-
ing increasingly harder 
to accept all of the public 
health restrictions and the 
mandates that are actually 
winning the battle of tak-
ing away life, as we once 
knew it. Nevertheless, we 
cannot afford to forget how 

dangerous a period we are 
going into. 

Regardless of all of the, 
almost giddy, scientific and 
political rhetoric, there are 
still a lot of questions. A 
recent survey conducted 
by the Pew Research Cen-
ter demonstrates how this 
sordid history and ongoing 

structural inequity could af-
fect clinical trial participa-
tion: Even if a COVID-19 
vaccine were available to-
day and proven effective, 
only 54% of Black adults 
would be willing to take it, 
compared to 74% of White 
adults. The statistics would 
likely be equally dismal for 
participation in COVID-19 
vaccine trials.

COIVD-19, flu, and 
colds all are infectious viral 
diseases. They are all vi-
ruses that can often spread 
to others by people who 
are sick before they either 
begin showing symptoms, 
have very mild symptoms, 
or by those infected who 
are considered asymptom-
atic, meaning they never 
develop any symptoms, 
but are highly contagious.

As the weather gets 
colder, we’ll start spending 
more time indoors where 

it’s easier to spread vi-
ruses, like the flu and 
COVID-19. Since we 
don’t know how the 
flu will interact with 
COVID-19, it’s best to 
do all you can to keep 
yourself and loved 
ones healthy and do 
everything possible to 
reduce the spread of 
the flu. 

It’s not as hard as 
you think. Just keep 
your primary goal in 
mind at all times: Take 
care of yourself; be as 
informed as possible 
with credible infor-
mation; and know the 
symptoms of flu and 
COVID-19.

Practice the healthi-
est habits you can, 
such as getting plenty 
of sleep and managing 
stress.


