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Graduation Ceremonies Decided
for DPS High Schools
The Dayton Public
Schools will be holding diploma parades for
graduating seniors, as
well as providing virtual
commencement ceremonies personalized for
each school.
Parades will be held
at Welcome Stadium
during the first week of
June. Each high school
has been assigned a date
and time to arrive. Parades will happen rain or
shine.
Students will drive
through a parade of
teachers holding signs
and cheering. At the end
of the drive, the graduating senior will exit the

vehicle, receive his or her Parade dates and times are
diploma and have a pro- below:
Stivers School for
fessional photo taken. The
the Arts
student and his or her famMon., June 1 5:30 ily will then exit Welcome
8:00 PM
Stadium. Only one car per
(5:30 last names A-M;
graduate is permitted.
6:45 last names N-Z)
Pre-recorded
commencement ceremonies,
complete with speeches Dunbar Early College
HS
from classmates, the SuTues., June 2 5:30 perintendent and Board of
8:00 PM
Education, will be provid(5:30 last names A-M;
ed to students along with
6:45 last names N-Z)
copies of their graduation
photo.
Meadowdale High
Half of students will
School
arrive at the parade start
Wed., June 3 5:30 time and the other half will
7:00 PM
arrive halfway through to
(5:30 last names A-M;
ensure vehicles can safely
6:15 N-Z)
navigate the parking lot.

The rock 'n' roll pioneer was known for his
hits 'Tutti Frutti,' 'Good
Golly Miss Molly,' and
more.
Little Richard, real
name Richard Wayne
Penniman, has died at
the age of 87, per Rolling Stone. The music
legend’s cause of death
was cancer, his son Danny Penniman told the
outlet.
In a statement to
People, Little Richard’s
longtime agent, Dick
Alen, confirmed that the
musician passed at his
brother’s home in Nashville, Tennessee after a
battle with bone cancer.
“He was battling for
a good while, many
years,” Alen said. “He’s
been suffering for many
years with various
aches and pains. He just
wouldn’t talk about it
much.”
Little Richard was re-

Little Richard appears at a stadium.
garded as a musical pio- topped music charts with
neer and his nickname was his hits “Tutti Frutti,”
“The Architect of Rock “Long Tall Sally,” “Rip It
and Roll.”
Up,” “Lucille,” and “Good
In the mid-1950s, he Golly Miss Molly.”
dominated the music
Little Richard’s career
scene with his screech- as a chart-topper was
ing sound and flamboy- short-lived – his last Top
ant style. The pioneering, 10 hit came in 1958 – but
piano-pounding performer his songs influenced some

Ponitz Career Tech.
Center
Thurs., June 4 5:30 8:00 PM
(5:30 last names A-M;
6:45 last names N-Z)
Thurgood Marshall
STEM HS
Fri., June 5 5:30 8:00 PM
(5:30 last names A-M;
6:45 last names N-Z)
Belmont High School
Sat., June 6 2:00 4:30 PM
(2:00 last names A-M;
3:45 last names N-Z)

Little Richard Dead, Legendary Musician
Dies At 87

of the biggest artists in the
decades following his own
heyday. He also greatly
influenced the stage style
of future artists such as
Prince, whom he once described as “the Little Richard of his generation.”
In the late 1950s, Little
(Continued on Page 6)

Black Father of 4 Working as a Security
Guard Killed For Asking Customers to Wear
Face Masks

Calvin Munerlyn, a
43-year old beloved father and security guard
at a Family Dollar store
in Michigan, was reportedly shot and killed by
customers who argued
with him after he informed them that it was
required to wear a face
mask before entering the
store.
Three people, Ramonyea Travon Bishop,
who is 23-years old,
Larry Edward Teague,
who is 44-years old, and
Sharmel Lashe Teague,
who is 45-years old, are
all facing first-degree
premeditated
murder
and gun charges in connection to the incident.
Sharmel Teague has
already been arrested
and in custody, while the
two other men are still at
large.
According to reports,
Munerlyn refused to al-

Calvin Munerlyn, father and security guard killed
low Sharmel Teague in- Bishop shot Munerlyn at
side the Family Dollar the back of the head.
Police found Munerlyn
store because she wasn’t
unconscious
and bleedwearing a face mask. She
ing
at
the
scene.
Munerlyn
then started yelling at him
was
taken
to
a
local
hosand spit at him before
pital
where
he
was
later
leaving the store.
About 20 minutes later, pronounced dead.
“The death of Calvin
she returned to the store
with the two other men Munerlyn is senseless and
who confronted Muner- tragic and those responlyn. In a surveillance sible will be held accountvideo, it can be seen that able to the fullest extent

under the law,” Genesee
County Prosecutor David
Leyton said in a statement.
“From all indications, Mr.
Munerlyn was simply doing his job in upholding
the governor’s executive
order related to the COVID-19 pandemic.”
Meanwhile, the community is grieving the death of
Munerlyn who was named
“Parent of the Year” at

50¢

Richard Wright
(1908 – 1960)
Early Life
R i c h a r d
Wright was born
on September 4,
1908, in rural
Mississippi. His
father's absence
and his mother's
ill health meant
Wright and his
younger brother, Alan, spent
most of their
childhoods moving around the Deep South to live
with various relatives.
Wright was a good student, but as early as age
10 he began working a series of odd jobs to help
support the family. He finished ninth grade in May
1925 at the top of his class, but he left school shortly afterward to find steady work. Despite his formal education being cut short, Wright was a voracious reader and continued to study independently.
Becoming an Author
In 1927 Wright moved to the South Side of Chicago and worked briefly for the postal service. He
became affiliated with the Communist Party in
1932, and between 1932 and 1937 he wrote and
published poetry, stories, and essays in communist
journals and mainstream publications. Communism is an authoritarian form of government where
the government controls the means of economic
production.
Wright's first book, Uncle Tom's Children (1938),
helped establish his reputation as a voice for the
poorest and most marginalized African American
communities. He went on to publish many more
books, essays, and poems, but he remains best
known for the novel Native Son (1940) and the
memoir Black Boy (1945). His work became associated with black existentialism, a literary movement focused on black empowerment. Black Boy
provides an unflinching account of the author's violent childhood and youth in the Jim Crow South,
where fear and racism dominated his existence.
The term Jim Crow, derived from a minstrel singer,
refers to laws that enforced segregation and discrimination. It also describes his young adulthood
in Chicago, where racism continued to prevent him
from achieving basic human dignity.
Later Life
Black Boy cemented respect for Richard
Wright's in literary circles in the United States, but
by the time of its publication, he had grown disenchanted with white America and moved to Paris,
France. His later novels were heavily influenced by
European existentialists, particularly French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre and Danish philosopher
Søren Kierkegaard, who concerned themselves
with the plight of the individual in a meaningless
universe. He remained in France until his death on
November 28, 1960, but throughout his life he continued to write novels examining race relations in
the country he had left behind.
Madison Academy, where
4 of his children attended
just days before his death.
“Somebody has been
with the family every
day… today, our final senior serenade, will be at
the Munerlyn home, in
which our entire staff, our
elementary staff our New
Standard family, all of us
are going to do a drive-by
to tell the Munerlyn family that we are here for
them,” Madison Academy
Principal Christel Drew
told WJRT.
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COVID-19 Fund Continues
Rapid Response To Community’s
Growing Needs
Recent Grant Awards Exceed $213,000;
Nearly $824,000 to Date

The Dayton Foundation and United Way
of the Greater Dayton
Area (UWGDA) today
announced grants from
the COVID-19 Response Fund for Greater
Dayton
totaling $213,499 to
14 not-for-profit organizations
responding
to the region’s critical
needs during the pandemic. The fund, which
launched in March by
a coalition of philanthropic, education and
government
organizations, has received
more than $1.4 million
in contributions and
granted $823,876 to 57
local nonprofits providing vital human needs,
particularly for disadvantaged
individuals
and families.
“We’ve all been affected by COVID-19 in
one way or another, but
some of our neighbors
are particularly vulnerable to the wide-ranging
and urgent consequences of this pandemic,
including food insecurity, homelessness and
mental health needs,”
said Barbra Stonerock,
vice president of Community Engagement for
The Dayton Foundation. “It’s so important
to help those nonprofits
that are serving our atrisk populations so that
support services continue.”
Nonprofit
organizations like Macedo-
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nia Missionary Baptist
Church located in West
Dayton and Preble County Council on Aging in
Eaton both received recent grants to ease the
burden of others.
“Since the coronavirus
outbreak, many families
that were relying on food
assistance from schools
and other sources are
left without essentials to
thrive,” said Dr.
Jamison Hunter, senior
pastor of Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church.
“Thanks to this grant,
we’ll be able to provide
a month’s supply of food,
toiletries and baby items
to at least 500 families in
our surrounding community, but our prayer is to
provide for more.”
Preble Council on Aging reports that the number of home-delivered
meals to area senior citizens increased nearly 60
percent since the organization received an initial
grant from the COVID-19
Response Fund in March.
With funds from the second
grant, the organization
will continue to provide
three meals each day for
this growing population.
“Our efforts have been
successful in keeping our
seniors at home and safe,
and we’re reaching new
residents who should
have been receiving meals
before the pandemic,”
said Shelley Ratliff, executive director of Preble
County Council on Aging.
“Thanks to this additional
emergency funding, we
will be able to continue
providing for our clients
and accommodate new
clients and supplemental
services.”
Said Tracy Sibbing,
vice president of Community Impact for UWGDA, “The needs of our
community will evolve as

the COVID-19 pandemic
continues, so we must remain nimble in our grantmaking process and continue to stay in touch with
our nonprofit partners. All
applications are reviewed
immediately, with grants
awarded throughout the
week. Also, we encourage nonprofits that have
received a previous award
to apply again for continuing needs.”
Recipients of recent
grants from the COVID-19 Response Fund
include:
Big Brothers Big Sisters ($2,500) to help deliver care packages to
families in need.
Emmanuel St. Vincent de Paul Conference
($17,500) to provide support to families in need
residing in the 45402 zip
code.
First Baptist Church of
New Lebanon ($12,150)
to provide food and clothing to New Lebanon residents in need.
Her Story, Inc. ($5,500)
to assist in providing food
and shelter for homeless
women in need.
Hope House Rescue
Mission ($5,000) to purchase cleaning supplies
for its emergency shelters. Kids in New Directions ($5,000) to assist
students in need.
Leaders for Equality &
Action in Dayton (LEAD)
($7,500) to purchase food
and health goods for
immigrant families in
need.
Macedonia Missionary
Baptist Church ($5,000)
to help provide food and
toiletries to West Dayton
families in need.
Ohio Restaurant Association
Education
Foundation
($30,000)
to provide assistance for
out-of-work or displaced
restaurant employees.
Preble County Council
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On The Street

What Makes You Feel Good?

Deanna O
Stacy Johnson-Leonard
Anjala Ferguson
By LaTonya Victoria
Photos curtesy of various sources
The definition of comfort is to improve the mood of or restore a sense of
well-being. We all have something different that soothes our spirt or makes us
feel as if we’re being embraced by that special someone who puts a big smile
on your face. The restrictions that Governor Mike DeWine issued has made
us adjust how we live daily. I spoke with several people in the Miami Valley
and asked them what comforts they had to give up during the quarantine and
received a variety of responses.
Deanna O who lives in Dayton is in the sales industry and is currently not
working. Deanna replied, “My family and I have been taking the quarantine
very seriously. I’ve gone without personal care like the hair salon and nail
shops. Which to some might not be important, but it’s important to me. We’re
not able to see family and go to a lot of different events that we had planned.
My daughter graduates from High School this month and my son just graduated from Wright State. We’ve had to cancel milestones that happen in a
person’s life and that’s been pretty heart breaking.”
Anjala Ferguson lives in Dayton near Huber Heights and works for Sinergy
Global Solutions LLC which primarily markets and advertises on social media. Anjala said, “My 13-year-old daughter would have been in the middle of
her track and swimming season. We work out at home, but it’s not the same
as the two hours in the pool or running around the track for an hour. We can’t
go out to eat, but we can use Doordash and that allows us to eat the things that
we like to eat and to contribute to the businesses that aren’t making the money
that they’re used to making… and we’re contributing to Dayton as well. Normally I get a massage every Friday. I miss that more than getting my nails
done. I can fix my nails myself, but the massage is like a necessity for me. I
really do miss that.”
Stacy Johnson-Leonard lives in Dayton and is a bus driver and the founder
of Mo Red Productions which promotes and supports businesses, individuals,
and events. Stacy replied, “I’ve had to give up visiting a lot of family and
friends. Not being able to plan things when the school year is about to end.
My daughter is a 2020 graduate of Carroll High School and she had a dress
designed for Prom and it’s sitting with the shoes in her closet. I know when
things open up tomorrow for the second phase, I’m not going anywhere. I’m
going to do my normal. I don’t have any essentials that I need right now so
I’m going to be right here in the house. One good thing that came out of this
is that it has given me time to work on my business and it’s given us quality
time with our children and with God.”
on Aging ($39,600) to
provide meals to Preble
County senior citizens.
Ronald McDonald
House Charities Dayton
($25,000) to provide families with hotel rooms and
care packages.

St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church ($16,000) to
aid in providing basic human needs for families in
Trotwood.
Target Dayton Ministries ($25,000) to assist
with emergency food de-

livery to individuals in
need.
Xenia Adult Recreation and Services
($17,749) to help provide medical appointment transportation for
senior citizens.
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Schear’s Family Practice is
Making a Difference in the Miami
Valley

By LaTonya Victoria
Photo courtesy of Dr.
Schear
The Dayton Weekly
would like to spotlight
a business that stands
out in the Dayton community and has done an
amazing job at helping
us since 1952 and during the COVID-19 crisis. I had the opportunity to speak with Martin
Schear MD about his
practice and his family’s
legacy in the Dayton
community
Schear’s Family Practice was started in 1952
on Third and Western. In 1971 the practice moved to Salem
Ave. In 2001 Schear’s
Family Practice experienced a fire and they
rebuilt the office to be
three times as large in
2003. Schear’s Family
Practice has two other
locations: 2037 Needmore Rd and 400 Sugar
Camp Circle. Martin
told me about the hustle
and bustle along Salem
Ave and how there were
a lot of doctors offices
on it when the practice
moved there. There was
a large theater group,
and an eye doctor down
the street. But in the
mid 80’s they had all
moved away.
I asked Martin what
was the mission for his
practice. Martin said,
“My father believed that
when he founded the
practice that he would
see everyone who needed care. You could be
seen the same day. You
could come in whenever you needed help
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What Do You Have to Lose? Your
Health or Your Job

and care. He wanted to
be a provider for all those
in need. And we’ve kept
that. Our legacy is to be
available to help anyone
who needs it. On the day
that you need it.”
I asked Martin what
hours they were open.
Martin said, “We open earlier than most. We start at
7 and we finish around 5.
Right now, we’re allowing
walk-ins all day long. If
you show up, we’re going
to see you. At least triage
you and call the ambulance. We’re not going to
let you just sit around.”
I asked Martin what
changes he had to make
with his practice because
of COVID-19 and Martin said, “All of our staff
has PPE, N95 (masks),
and gloves. The patients
get temps in triage. All
of our employees get temperatures every day. We
exercise extreme caution.
We clean the rooms down
after every person. Most
of our patients are wearing
masks or we’ll give them
mask.”
African Americans tend

to pass at a higher percentage. I asked Martin why
he thinks that is? Martin
said, “diabetes, hypertension, being overweight,
and having high density
housing, I believe contributes to them catching the
illness. These conditions
make you more prone to
poor outcomes.” Martin
continued, “We have a
mature practice. Meaning, we’ve been in business for 68 years, we have
a lot of elderly folks. Now
most of those folks don’t
come in for a visit. We’ll
do some sort of tele visits
with them because we really don’t encourage them
to come out. They are at a
huge risk.”
Martin wants the City of
Dayton to know, “We’re
the guys that stayed in the
community. We believe in
our mission and we belong
to the community. We
support the community
and they know that we belong to them.”
If you’d like to make
an appointment to visit
Schear’s Family Practice
call (937) 276-5901.

By Julianne Malveaux
A little less than four
years ago, the president
tried to get Black votes
with the question, “What
do you have to lose?” The
coronavirus offers a bleak
answer. Trump was notified of the danger of the
pandemic in January, but
didn’t begin to address the
issue until late February.
Hospitals ran short on supplies like gowns, masks
and tests. Governors had
to ask, then plead with the
president for ventilators
and other supplies. And
in the beginning, the president dismissed the seriousness of the virus, claiming
it would “go away.” And
after weeks of “staying in
place” and wearing masks,
the daily death toll has not
yet stabilized.
Of course, the Black
community, along with
Native Americans and
Latinos, are hardest hit
because of differences in
spatial location, income,

day the stay-at-home order
was set to end, the state of
Texas also saw an increase
in positive COVID-19
cases, as well as the most
deaths to date it had ever
seen.
On that same day, U.S.
Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee (TX-18)
held a press conference at
United Memorial Medical Center (UMMC) to
plead with Governor Abbott to rescind his decision
to reopen the state, along
with Dr. Joseph Gathe, Dr.
Joseph Varon and many
other healthcare professionals, elected officials,
COVID-19 survivors and
community leaders.
“We have no interest in
contention or conflict,”
said
Congresswoman
Jackson Lee. “However,
I stand firm in my belief
that we are not ready to
open any states right now,
unless they prove to us
that they have 14 days
with diminishing cases
and they can say they have
made available testing for
everyone who needs a test
and desires a test. Frankly,
everyone in this country
should be able to have access to a test.”
Testing has been an ongoing challenge for many
states across this country,
including Texas.
Congresswoman Jackson Lee worked with
UMMC to set up the first
testing site in the Greater
Houston area to offer
COVID-19 testing at no
cost and with no pre-registration. They have since
opened several other testing sites across the region,
especially in areas with a
significant number of Af-

rican American residents.
These testing sites have
revealed some interesting
results.
One of the primary findings has been that COVID-19 is not a virus that
only impacts the elderly.
COVID-19 is an equal opportunity virus that targets
you, regardless of your
age or status.
As of May 2nd, UMMC
had tested a total of 20,793
patients overall at four different locations – Tidwell,
Cullen, Forest Brook
and Sugar Land. At the
Tidwell location, roughly 30% of the patients
screened were Black, with
the median age of those
who have tested positive
being 33 years of age. At
the Cullen location, 72%
of those screened were
Black, with the median
age of positive patients
being 29 years of age.
Approximately 57% of
those screened at the Forest Brook location were
Black, and the median age
was 52. Lastly, at the Sugar Land location, roughly
30% of those tested were
Black and the median age
was 54.
As you can see, 29 to 54
years of age has been the
median age range of those
tested at UMMC locations,
which includes testing locations in areas that have
a heavy population of African Americans. This data
should truly open the eyes
of many African Americans, especially those who
have bought into the narrative that Black people
are immune to the virus.
If you think that the estimated deaths from COVID-19 are about to de-

crease, you are wrong.
The Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation
has a COVID-19 model that it uses to predict
the number of estimated
deaths that will be caused
because of the virus. They
initially predicted that
the estimated number of
deaths would be 72,433 by
August 4, 2020, but have
since modified the estimate of deaths, projecting
that there will be a peak,
with an estimated 134,475
people dying due to COVID-19.
Mayor Sylvester Turner
said it best on a day that
saw the city of Houston
match its highest singleday death total, a day after
the governor’s decision to
reopen the state.
“One of my concerns is,
people are starting to behave as if the virus is gone.
The virus is not gone. The
virus is not under control.
Let’s be very cautious,
very careful as we proceed
and move forward,” said
Mayor Turner.
Mayor Turner went on
to remind people to keep
doing what they have
been preaching to everyone across the Greater
Houston area, which was
to continue social distancing, wear face coverings
and stay home. He also
reminded people that there
are still risks that exist
within the community.
Many of those risks involve this virus having a
disproportionate and adverse impact on the African American community,
especially those with preexisting conditions and are
uninsured.
There are so many

and age. With some of
the nonsense Trump has
spouted, one might also
think that he is deliberately targeting the Black
community for damage.
What do we have to lose?
Our jobs or our lives.
Consider the United
States Postal Service
(USPS), which has been a
staple employer in the African American community. Back in the day, my
mom used to talk about
“Ph.D.s working at the
post office,” because academic employment was
scarce and segregated, and
the Post Office paid decently. Many a Black family made it to the middle
class with postal wages.
And now the president
is declaring war on the
USPS.
Why? 45 has incorrectly
said that fees for mailing
packages are “too low,”
that USPS is subsidizing internet companies
(he means Amazon) with

low package fees. But
studies have shown that
the prices paid for mailing packages more than
cover their actual costs.
Twenty-one
percent
of the USPS, roughly
625,000 employees are
African American, and
nearly 17 percent are
other people of color.
Might this be one of the
reasons that 45 keeps
lashing out at the USPS?
He says that unless the
USPS raises its fees for
package delivery, he
will deny the USPS any
COVID-19 aid. I’m not
suggesting that his animus toward the USPS in
general, and Jeff Bezos
and Amazon in particular, is precisely because
so many people of color
work for the Post Office.
Still, I do not think that
his attitude toward Black
people is unrelated to his
ire at the USPS.
What do we have to
Continued on Page 4

Reckless and Dangerous Decision to Reopen America

By Jeffrey L. Boney
“Nothing in all the
world is more dangerous
than sincere ignorance
and conscientious stupidity.”
No one wants their actions to be referred to as
“ignorance” or “stupidity”, but these words by
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. couldn’t be more appropriate, as we are witnessing the seemingly
care-free response that
many people are having
to the COVID-19 virus
that is plaguing our nation.
There is still NO
CURE. There is still NO
VACCINE. There is still
NO SHORTAGE of positive cases or deaths.
The impact of this vicious COVID-19 virus
rages on, yet many people act as if it is gone.
From average citizen
to business owner to
elected official, many
of these select individuals have decided to carry
on with life as we once
knew it, as if there is no
major pandemic impacting the health, or even
taking the lives of American citizens as is being
reported on a daily basis.
Several states have reopened at the direction
of the various governors of those respective
states.
On May 1st, Governor
Greg Abbott reopened
the state of Texas, after
announcing he would
not be extending his
executive order for Texans to stay at home past
April 30.
Interestingly, on the

things that everyone can
do to flatten the curve and
help control the spread.
Remember to:
Stay 6 feet away from
all people who are not in
your household
Wear a face covering
Cover
coughs
and
sneezes with a disposable
tissue
Avoid people who are
visibly sick
Wash hands often for
20 seconds and encourage
others to do the same
Use hand sanitizer with
at least 60% alcohol if
soap and water aren’t
available
Disinfect surfaces and
other places touched often
Avoid touching your
eyes, nose and mouth with
unwashed hands
This virus is real and
should not be ignored. We

are in the midst of one of
the worst pandemics in
the history of the world,
so it is imperative that
everyone focus on survival and safety, versus
temporary satisfaction
and entertainment.
Bottom line is this…
just because you can,
doesn’t
mean
you
should.
Everyone
should do everything in
their power to save their
own life and protect the
lives of others.
Doing all these things
will make a huge difference. Anything other
than that is reckless and
dangerous, or as Dr.
King said, these dangerous decisions can be
considered ignorant and
stupid.
Don’t be ignorant and
stupid!
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Editorial

OP-ED: Stop Excluding People of
Color in Environmental Policies

By Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.
Protecting the environment should be about
protecting people, regardless of the color of
their skin, ethnicity or
race, or where they live
or how much money
they make. The fight to
save our planet should
be about ensuring a long
and successful sustainable future – for everyone.
The deadly destruction wrought by the
coronavirus pandemic
has laid bare the harsh
inequities in American
society, disproportionately ravaging Black
America and other communities of color, as
well as individuals who
were on the social margins long before the crisis.
The inequities have
surfaced in obvious
ways, including early
data released by states
showing that the virus
is killing African Americans at disproportionately high rates, a disturbing trend that illustrates
the substandard availability of health care in
Black America.
The inequities have
also surfaced in subtle
ways, such as policy
decisions that fail to
reflect the needs and
day-to-day realities of
low-income communities and communities of
color. The irony is that
many of these policies
are well-meaning. But
in some cases, they also
have had troubling unintended consequences.
Consider the area of
environmental policy.
Protecting the environment should be about
protecting people, regardless of the color of
their skin, ethnicity or
race, or where they live
or how much money
they make. The fight to
save our planet should
be about ensuring a long
and successful sustainable future – for everyone.
Yet, there are many in
the mainstream environmental movement who
continuously overlook
the needs and realities
faced by some of our
most underserved and
vulnerable communities.
That includes the mainstream environmental
advocacy community’s
push to enforce plastic
bags bans in favor of reusables, despite the fact
that cardboard paper and
other reusables pose a
clear public health risk
– especially for workers
on the front lines of the
pandemic response.
Why, for example, is
it smart public policy to
insist that grocery work-

ers be exposed to reusable bags, when research
shows these bags can be
repositories of the COVID-19 virus? The majority
of these essential workers
are low-income people
of color who are disproportionately bearing the
brunt of the COVID-19
crisis, dying from the
deadly disease at twice
the rate of white people.
Additionally, in New
York, it is well-documented that a statewide plastic
bag ban also disproportionately hurts Black and
Latino-owned businesses
and shoppers. Though
there is an exemption in
this ban for recipients of
benefits like WIC and
food stamps from paying
the five-cent tax on paper bags, working-class
people of color and lowincome New Yorkers still
must pay.
Some stores have been
charging for both plastic
and paper, and in some
cases, more than five cents
a bag. Five cents might
not seem like much. But
five cents (or more) per
bag adds up, especially
when one is living paycheck-to-paycheck, or, as
is more likely at this moment, not working at all
due to the financial toll of
the COVID-19 crisis.
Some environmentalists have argued that opponents of the bag ban
are trying to capitalize on
the COVID-19 crisis by
recommending a suspension of any bag regulations. Again, it appears
that some mainstream environmentalists only use
research data to support
policies that reflect their
privileged vantage point
without respect to the impact of those policies on
the underprivileged.
I coined the term environmental racism in 1982
while involved in the Warren County, NC protests
against the digging of a
PCB landfill in the heart
of a poor Black agricultural community. At that
time there were some who
thought that environmental issues should not be
considered as civil rights
or as racial justice issues.
There was in the past, and
it continues in the current, public discourse; a
kind of arrogance by the
privileged who think they
know what is best for the
underprivileged.
Today as the environmental justice movement
has grown into a global
campaign for change led
by grassroots activists
and leaders from people
of color communities
throughout the world, we
all now know much more
about the intersection between the issues of racial
justice and environmental

justice.
I recall vividly back in
the late 1980s when I coauthored and published
the landmark study for the
United Church of Christ
Commission for Racial
Justice: Toxic Waste and
Race in the United States,
the established environmental movement was
unnerved that people of
color would dare to do
empirical research and
define our own reality
with respect to exposures
to environmental hazards.
Our national study proved
that there was a deliberate
link between race and the
placement of toxic waste
facilities in America.
In adherence to a blind
devotion to a privileged
ideology, some who call
themselves environmentalists often neglect to
take into consideration
the day-to-day concerns
of millions of low-income
and Americans of color
living in urban centers
that are also communities
that house hazardous sanitation sites, incinerators,
rail yards, power plants
and other environmental
threats.
Some mainstream environmental groups consistently insist on pushing
for policies that make life
harder for people of color
and poor communities,
arguing that the hardship
– if they recognize it at
all – is a necessary price
to pay in order to achieve
their overall goals that
those of privilege have
exclusively envisioned as
the standard for all others
to obey.
As the pandemic continues, we need to let go
of high-minded ideological arguments and do everything possible to protect workers on the front
lines – including grocery
clerks and those who
make deliveries. Some
states have temporarily
lifted their bans or eradicated them altogether. A
number of grocery stores
are bringing back plastic
bags and telling customers not to bring their own
reusable bags.
Due to the crisis, New
York has twice extended
non-enforcement of its
plastic bag ban in the face
of a lawsuit that challenges its constitutionality.
This is not enough. The
state should give essential workers and shoppers
alike a sense of protection
during the pandemic and
bag the plastic ban altogether.
More often than not,
these life-changing decisions are being made
without the consultation or input from the affected communities of
color. Close to 40 years
later we still remain on
the outside of these con-

Something to Consider:

Preparing for the Unexpected:
Before it Happens

By: Brenda Cochran
Contributing Writer
Consider for a moment how your life would
change if one of the following occurred: loss of a
job due to a major shift in
technology or the economy; death of a spouse or
partner; or disability due
to an accident or sickness.
The fact is that we cannot
predict the future, but we
can plan for it. If there is
one thing in life that is a
certainty, it is that plans
can and will change.
Think about those unexpected expenses or
events, they might be inevitable, but they don’t
have to derail your goals.
A small amount of planning, can make you more
prepared for life’s ups and
downs.
Sorrow or joy happens
to all of us. Everyday our
lives include the opportunity for us to be pleasantly surprised with glorious
good news or blind sided
with the pain of bad news.
This is the nature of our
lives – yours and mine.
Think about this: We were
not born to control life, to
endure life, or to barely
make it in this life. The
God we serve – came that
we may know life and life
more abundantly.
There are some tips that
can help you prepare: 1)
Keep your insurance card
on hand (make sure you
have insurance); 2) Carry your phone with you.
(having a mobile phone
with you means that you
can call 911); 3) Always
keep a pen and pencil in
your car, (You always
want to be able to write
down details of whatever
is important. 4) Learn
your state laws. (Different states have different
laws when it comes to accidents).

Brenda Cochran
Now that you’ve read
some tips, there is the
question of how much
one should save for emergencies? In order to find
out how much you should
have in your emergency
fund, think about your
family’s on-going needs
and expenses or your personal ones.
There is also a guide for
choosing what insurance
you will need. The first
thing you should discover
is what type of life insurance is best for you or
your family. Investigate
the varying insurance
companies. You can learn
an easy way to calculate
how much you need.
In terms of insurance,
there are three ways to
find out: 1) calculate seven to ten times, what your
current salary is, 2) use
your life insurance needs
calculator as a guide to
determine your liability. (mortgage, car loans,
credit card and income
needs that your family
has to replace your future
salary).
Here are a few preparation quotes: “By failing to
prepare, you are preparing to fail.” (Benjamin
Franklin) “I will prepare
and someday my chance
will come. (Abraham Lincoln) and also by Lincoln“If you give me six hours
to chop down a tree, then
I will spend the first four

sharpening the axe.”
Joel Osteen, television evangelist- has this
to say about preparation for the unexpected:
“God can cause opportunities to find you. He
has unexpected blessings for you suddenly
meet the right person,
or suddenly your health
improves, or suddenly
you are able to pay off
your house. That’s God
shifting things in your
favor.”
Preparing for the unexpected is basically
how people and organizations and communities, plan, prepare,
test, communicate and
respond to sudden, unplanned events such as
natural and man made
disasters and crises.
This
understanding
is for everyone who
wants an understanding of how plans are
created for individuals, of organizations
and communities and
for anyone who wants
to know what they can
do in their own lives to
protect themselves for
unexpected events.
There is a myth that
disasters happen to others, but in reality, they
happen to everyone. It
is just a matter of when
and how well-prepared
you are. The greater the
awareness, communication and knowledge,
the quicker one bounces back from adversity.
God has so much
in store for you, but
instead of feeling the
unexpected, avoiding
the unexpected, or ignoring the unexpected,
it is time to pray for,
and embrace the unexpected.

What Do You Have to Lose? Your Health or Your Job...
Continued from Page 3
lose? Some Black women have found their lives
at risk because Trump’s
touting of hydroxychloroquine as a “game-changing” coronavirus cure.
People with lupus also
need hydroxychloroquine
for their disease, but
Trump’s unseemly huckstering a drug that is not
likely to cure the coronavirus has created shortages for hydroxychloro-

versations, continuously
overlooked by many in
the mainstream environmental movement as well
as in local and state governments.
There is an obvious divide between the members of the mainstream
environmentalism movement and the environmental justice community, primarily made up
of urban Black and brown
people. Until both parties
can come together and
pay the necessary attention to the pervasive environmental concerns that
our communities endure
on a daily basis the rift
will only deepen, if not
completely fracture. Exclusion of people of color
will not solve the nation’s
or the world’s environmental challenges.

quine. Black women get
lupus twice as frequently
as white women, and we
get it younger and with
more complications than
white women. Because
lupus is more likely to hit
Black women at an earlier
age, Black women also
risk complications from
pregnancy because of lupus.

Did Trump enthusiastically embrace hydroxychloroquine
because
Black women are more
likely to get the disease,
and he wanted to punish
us? Does he have investments in hydroxychloroquine–producing companies? You don’t have to
believe in conspiracies to
recognize the disproportional impact the shortages of hydroxychloroquine have had on Black
women.
These impacts of disparate impact are one of the
many reasons that race
matters and that data on
health, income, employment, wealth, and other
factors must be collected
and reported by race.
At the same time, there
are too many who resist
gathering and reporting
data by race, facetiously
claiming we are all “one
nation.” And the myth of

“one nation” holds if
data are not collected.
When the threat of
the coronavirus has receded, perhaps a year
or so from now, we will
be able to measure who
carried the higher burden of this coronavirus.
But we already know
that Black folks are dying, losing their jobs, or
being exposed to the virus because of the jobs
they hold (as an example, Black women are
6 percent of the labor
force but 20 percent of
medical support staff).
We don’t need detailed
statistical analysis to
conclude that poorer,
urban, Black and brown
communities are hardest hit.
What do you have
to lose? Your job, and
maybe even your life.
The lack of leadership
45 has exhibited during
this pandemic disqualifies him for a second
term. And those disproportionately impacted
who choose to vote
for 45, choose to vote
against their own interest.
For more information please visit www.
juliannemalveaux.com
or email booking@juliannemalveaux.com.
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DPS Teachers Still Connecting
with Students While Teaching
from Home

By Alex Kincaid
While students adapt
to learning from home,
Dayton Public Schools
teachers are working
to ensure students feel
a sense of normalcy
as they finish out the
school year.
Decorating a space
to resemble their classroom for virtual lessons,
speaking to students
one-on-one, and mailing
care packages are just a
few of the ways teachers
are connecting with students as the school year
comes to a close.
Lauren Gruber, an art
teacher at Wright Brothers Middle School, has
even kept her afterschool club alive despite
not being able to meet in
person.
Using Google Hangouts, Gruber’s art club
meets each week and
completes
activities
with materials students
can find at home. One
week, the club created
paper butterflies out of
magazine pages. In another meeting, Gruber
demonstrated how to
make face masks out of
a cotton shirt or a bandana.
Gruber said this vir-

tual art club is a time to
connect with students and
help them use art as a creative outlet, and as a way
to deal with any feelings
of anxiety they may be experiencing.
Another DPS teacher
took students on a virtual
field trip.
Ruskin preschool teacher Erin Wertalik-Eads
filmed her drive from
school to Young’s Jersey
Dairy and then walked students through what they
would have seen if they
had gone in person. Although the dairy was not
fully open, students could
still see goats, a few cows

and tractors. This virtual
field trip was shared with
students to watch at home.
Follow Dayton Public
Schools on social media for more information
about how teachers are
connecting with students
during this time.
Bio: Alex Kincaid is
the Writer and Content
Specialist at Dayton Public Schools. She is a Cincinnati native, and after
graduating from Ball State
University in 2017 and
working at a newspaper
in South Carolina, she is
happy to be back home in
Ohio.

DPS Rose To The Challenge Of
Providing Online Instruction For
All Students

were loaned a WiFi hotspot
and a Chromebook so they
could complete their work
from home at any time.
Results to Date:
Since these measures
have been implemented:
• 4,000 Chromebooks
distributed
• 500+ hotspots provided by DPS
• 1,300 hotspots donated
by The Connor Group for
DPS students
• 32 buses providing 32
hours of internet access
each week

By Alex Kincaid
With the extended
school closure due to the
coronavirus, the Dayton
Public School District
implemented
several
changes to improve online learning and ensure
students had what they
needed to continue to
work from home. Here’s
a look at the District’s
recent changes:
Teaching Goes Virtual:
In mid-April, rather
than only watching online video lessons, students began receiving
virtual instruction from
their teachers and began
completing their assignments online. All teachers were trained to use
new tools and best practices for effective remote
instruction.
Teachers also touch
base with each student
individually on a weekly
basis to ensure they are
understanding their lessons.
Chromebooks Distributed:
To ensure students
had the technology they
needed to participate

in online learning and to
complete
assignments,
DPS loaned Chromebooks
to families that had no
means of accessing school
work. One Chromebook
per family of 5 students
was distributed.
Chromebooks must be
returned once the school
year has concluded. More
information will be shared
with families soon.
WiFi for Every Student:
Realizing that not every
family had access to the
internet, DPS equipped
32 buses with WiFi and
parked them in various
Dayton neighborhoods to
allow students to connect
to WiFi from inside their
homes Monday-Thursday.
The buses rotated areas
of town so that the entire
school population had access to free WiFi at least 2
days a week.
All high school seniors

With these enhancements to learning put in
place, the district is confident students will finish
strong. Students can visit
DaytonPublic.com
for
more information about
online learning and WiFi.

Student Makes History as
Princeton University’s First Ever
Black Valedictorian in 274 Years

Nicholas Johnson, first Black Valedictorian at Princeton University
In April 2020, Nicholas
Johnson, who belongs to
the 2020 class of Princeton University, made
history after he became
the first African American student to ever be
named valedictorian in
the school's history. According to the University's
School of Engineering and
Applied Science, he is also
the first valedictorian in
the department’s 21-year
history.
Johnson was a dedicated
student that majored in
operations research and
financial engineering. He
served as a writing fellow at Princeton’s Writing
Center, a residential college adviser for Whitman
College, and even worked
as a software engineer at

Google’s California headquarters during his senior
year. Also his academic
interests gave him the opportunity to take cultural
immersion trips to Peru,
Hong Kong, and the UK.
His senior thesis, “Sequential Stochastic Network Structure Optimization with Applications
to Addressing Canada’s
Obesity Epidemic,” focuses on developing
high-performance,
efficient algorithms to solve
a network-based optimization problem that models
a community-based preventative health intervention designed to curb the
prevalence of obesity in
Canada.
“My favorite memories
of my time at Princeton

are memories of time
spent with close friends
and classmates engaging in stimulating discussions — often late
at night — about our
beliefs, the cultures and
environments in which
we were raised, the state
of the world, and how
we plan on contributing
positively to it in our
own unique way,” Johnson said.
He also announced
that he plans to earn
a Ph.D. at MIT (Massachusetts Institute of
Technology),
where
he plans to pursue certificates in statistics and
machine learning, applied and computational
mathematics, and applications of computing.

income.
“The data from the National Center for Education
Statistics’ National Assessment of Educational
Progress for eighth-grad-

ers, show that full access
to online learning is far
from universal and that
students who are poor
are less likely to have access to the key tools and
experiences they need
to attend school online,”
NAEP reported.
Nearly 16% of eighth
graders overall, and almost 25% of eighth graders who are poor, do not
have a desktop or laptop
computer at home on
which they can follow
their classes, EPI reported.

Distance Learning Earns an ‘F’ in Most Poor Homes

By Frederick H. Lowe
Many Black students
have no computers nor
Internet connection at
home. Many teachers lack
knowledge on how to integrate distance learning
into school curriculum.
Distance learning has
rapidly grown, according
to the National Center for
Education Statistics.
The Economic Policy
Institute, a Washington,
D.C.-based think tank, recently published an article
headlined “Access to the
online learning amid coro-

navirus is far from universal, and children who are
poor suffer from a digital
divide. ”
EPI reported the digital
divide is based on family
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Mt. Enon Missionary
BaptistCHURCH
Church
ST. MARGARET’S
EPISCOPAL

Worship At The
Church Of Your
Choice
Mt. Enon Missionary Baptist Church
(937) 222-0867
FAX: (937) 222-7336

Church School
Worship Services

SUNDAY
Office: 937.837.7741
Sunday School........................................8:30
a.m.
Office Hours: 10:00 am-2:00pm-Monday-Friday
Morning Worship Services..................10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Website: www.stmargaretsdayton.org
Reverend Father AM Prayer Meeting................................9:30 a.m.
“Because
We Bible
Benjamin
E. K. Speare-Hardy
II, Rector
Study....................11:00
a.m. and SCHEDULE
6:00 p.m.
SERVICE
Care,
We Episcopal Church
Pastor Cory J.
The mission
of St. Margaret’s
Saturday
Adult Bible Study - Sunday 9 AM
Share”
Pruitt
is to worship,
to serve and to formBible
the spiritual
Study............................................11:00
Worship Service - Sunday a.m.
8 AM & 10:30 AM
and moral growth of1501
individuals
according
to the Luther King Jr. Way, Dayton, OH, 45412
W. Dr.
Martin
Sunday School - Sunday 10:30AM
teachings of Jesus Christ.

Greater Allen AME Church

SUNDAY

Rev. Elmer S. Martin, Pastor
1620 West Fifth Street
Dayton, OH 45402-2910

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study Noon

J.

THURSDAY
Food & Clothing Pantry 10:00 a.m - 1:00 p.m.

Join us for a new beginning...

Zion Baptist Church

Believers Christian
Fellowship Church

"And I, if I be lifted up from the Earth, will draw all men unto me."

3010 McCall Street, Dayton, OH 45417

4520 Salem Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45416

4520 Salem Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45416
Tel. No.:
937-279-9343, Fax: 937-279-9342
Rev. Dr.
Dr. William
William
E. Harris,
Harris, Jr.,
Jr., Senior
Senior Pastor
Pastor
Rev.
E.
Toll
Free: 1-844-679-9343
Telephone Number:
Number: 937
937 279-9343
279-9343
email:bcfchurch@swohio.twcbc.com
Telephone

(937) 275-6906
Fax 276-6267

Fax: 937 279-9342

Fax: 937 279-9342
Sunday Service..............................9:30
a.m.
Toll Free:
1-877-279-9343
Toll
1-877-279-9343
Church School
-Free:
Sunday................8:45
a.m.
Rev. Dr. William & Wednesday.................................1:00 p.m.
E. Harris, Jr. Bible Study/Prayer Meeting - Every
Senior Pastor Wednesday starting at...................6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible
Bible Study/Prayer
Study/Prayer Meeting........
Meeting........
Wednesday

Check out our website: www.believers-christian.org
Listen to our weekly radio show every Sunday at 8 am on 98.7 FM

Advertise Your
Church in the
Dayton Weekly
News
Call 223-8060
for more
Information.

(937) 222-0867
FAX:5301
(937)
Free222-7336
Pike, Trotwood, Ohio 45426

Rev. Gerald A. Cooper, Pastor

“Building a Healthy Church to Serve an Unhealthy Society”
SUNDAY
Sunday School........................................8:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Services..................10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
“Because We AM Prayer Meeting................................9:30 a.m.
Bible Study....................11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Care, We
Pastor Cory
Saturday
Share”
Pruitt
Bible Study............................................11:00 a.m.
1501 W. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Dayton, OH, 45412

“Building a Healthy Church to Serve an Unhealthy Society”

Reverend Rockney Carter,
Senior Pastor

Sunday
Church School.................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship...........................................11:00 a.m.
Tues. Bible Study.............................................6:00 p.m.
Wed. Prayer Meeting.......................................6:00 p.m.
Other Ministry
email: rockney.carter@gmail.com

1684 Earlham Drive • Dayton, OH 45406

Office: 937-268-6711

Fax: 937-221-8040

Rev. Dr. Marcettes Cunningham,
D.Min., Pastor
Sunday School 9:30 a.m
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m
Wednesday
Prayer/Bible Study, 12:00 & 7:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer, 6:30 p.m.

COLLEGE HILL
COMMUNITY CHURCH

1547 Philadelphia Drive
(corner Philadelphia
Philadelphia Dr.
(corner
Dr. and
andCornell
CornellDr.)
Dr.)
Pastor
Emeritus Robert E. Jones
www.collegehillchurch1.com
www.collegehillcommunitychurch.org

937-278-4203
937-278-4203

Rev.
Dr.a Darryll
Young
We are
multicultural,
We are a multicultural,
multi-lingual
congregation
multi-lingual congregation
Morning Worship
Worship every
Morning
everySunday
Sunday
at 10:30
10:30am
at
am

Religion

Church Phone: 937-223-5115
Fax: 937-223-8872
Email: greater_allen_ame@att.net

Church Sunday School.....................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship..............................................10:45 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study - Monday.......................6:30 p.m.
Noonday Bible Study - Wednesday................12:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting - Wednesday............................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday..................................7:30 p.m.

Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

401 S. Paul Laurence Dunbar St. - Dayton, Ohio 45407
Rev. Xavier L. Johnson, Senior Pastor
937-222-4373 - Office - Email: offices@bmbcdayton.org
Church School
Morning Worship
Bible Study
Word & Worship

SUNDAYS
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
12:00 noon
6:30 p.m.

Bethel services are aired on DSTV Time
Warner Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m.
and Saturdays at
9:00 p.m. Time Warner Cable 992

Advertise Your Church in the
Dayton Weekly News
Call (937) 223-8060 for more
Information.

Little Richard Dead, Legendary Musician Dies At 87...
Continued from Page 1

Richard temporarily pursued a career as a gospel
artist before returning to
his rock roots.
He was one of the 10
original inductees into
the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame in the foundation’s
first ceremony in 1986,
alongside fellow legends
Elvis Presley, Fats Domino, Ray Charles, Chuck
Berry, Buddy Holly, and
more. Little Richard’s
last musical recording
was on a tribute album
to gospel singer Dottie
Rambo in 2010.
Little Richard was
known for his flamboyant style. He sported
wild, curled hair, colorful clothing, and wore
makeup onstage. He once
described himself as the
queen of rock ‘n roll, opposite Elvis’ “King” title.
The singer was married once, to Ernestine
Harvin, from 1959 to
1964. He went back and
forth regarding his sexuality, at different times
throughout his life describing himself as gay,
bisexual, and “omnisexual.”
“We are all both male

and female. Sex to me is
like a smorgasbord. Whatever I feel like, I go for,”
he once told GQ UK.
But in an interview with
Three Angels Broadcasting Group in 2017, Little
Richard denounced gay
and trans lifestyles and described same-sex relationships as “unnatural affection.”
His Career Went Beyond The Music Industry
Deeply religious, Little
Richard’s other careers
included a stint as a bible
salesman in the 1970s. He
also officiated at celebrity
weddings and served as a
preacher at celebrity funerals.
“Although I sing rock
‘n’ roll, God still loves
me,” the music legend
said in 2009, per The New
York Times. “I’m a rock
‘n’ roll singer, but I’m still
a Christian.”
On the entertainment
front, in addition to his
albums and stage performances, Little Richard
popped up on television
and on the big screen.
Later in his career, he recorded a children’s album
and contributed to chil-

Word spread quickly
across the country that
the eldest member of
the Scott, Calhoun, and
Pastor Gerald Cooper
sent an announcement
via email saying, “With
heavy hearts, we report
the passing of Wayman’s
oldest member, brother
Nathaniel Scott. He celebrated his 103 birthday
on March 27. He was a
faithful member and officer at the church for de-

cades. In prayer, we lift his
family and all who knew
and loved him.”
This writer, was able to
visit Mr. Scott on his birthday at the home of his sister in Trotwood to deliver
gifts and extend love from
his friends in the Wayman
Civic Association. It was
the last time we would see
each other. On that day he
also received a proclamaNathaniel Scott
tion from Mary McDonald, Mayor of Trotwood for his 103rd birthday.

dren’s TV with the theme
song to the PBS Kids series The Magic School
Bus. He also appeared
on Sesame Street several
times and was a guest star
on Christmas at Pee-Wee’s
Playhouse.
In the 1980s, Little
Richard had a role in the
movie Down and Out in
Beverly Hills and made
cameos in TV shows like
Full House, Bustin’ Loose,
and Miami Vice.
In 2013, after a series of
health scares, Little Richard announced his retirement from performing to
Rolling Stone, saying he
was done in a sense.
Ava DuVernay Says
Little Richard Tipped Her
$100 At Brunch Every
Week When She Was A
Waitress In College
Mick
Jagger,
Bob
Dylan, Demi Moore &
More Stars Pay Tribute To
Little Richard Following
His Death At Age 87
Little Richard Net Worth
Estimated At $40 Million
Little Richard’s ExWife, Ernestine Campbell,
And Controversial View
On Being Gay In Spotlight
After His Death

Wayman Chapel AME Church Mourns the
Death of Nathaniel Scott, Age 103

27The living child belongs to the first woman. Give the boy to her, and do not
harm him. She is the true mother. 1 Kings 3:27 The Voice (VOICE
“DEAR GOD, only in Your sight, and in the view of those who are awake, are
mothers and women considered honorable. I am grateful to be among them. In
Biblical antiquity, contemporary religion, and the culture of enslavement, women, for the most part,
were chattel-property
used to bear [male]
children as heirs to the
crown or prophet, and
slaves to be auctioned.
Women-in-ministry is
often thought of as an
abomination, not of
God, and unworthy to
stand in pulpits or wear
the uniform.”
In my 1984 class
of Candidates for service in the US Navy
Chaplain Corps, one
African
American
woman (though there were three of us) is in the picture above. From my first
duty station to my day of retirement, many sailors looked to me as a ‘mother’
figure with whom they were safe from retaliation for their sexual identity struggles and same-gender counseling sessions. We continue in lay ministry embracing and offering services to Veterans and LGBTQ Veterans Plus. We provide
post-traumatic stress disorder counseling, grief therapy, and anger management
from a spiritual perspective. Our mission is to reduce the number of deaths by
suicide among veterans and others.
All mothers are not equal, as shown in First King 3:27. The two mothers
brought to King Solomon were arguing about whose child belong to whom. The
mother who rolled over and killed her baby during the night wanted the living
child cut in half. The mother of the living child willingly gave up her son whole
so that he could live.
My mother did her best for all seven of us. She survived the Great Depression while under the spell and control of oppressive religious beliefs that
supported slavery, passivity, unworthiness, and holiness or hell. She stayed with
Dad, son of a slave, 73 years at the time of his death.
In my view, Mom was second only to God with her love as she understood
love.

Church Events?

Let the Public know... Advertise in the
Dayton Weekly News.
Contact for information to (937) 223-8060
or email to DaytonWeek@aol.com
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A copy of the Dayton Weekly News can be
purchased at the following locations:

All-N-One
119 N James H McGee Blvd
All Cuts
3535 Klepinger Rd.
Citizen Market
Germantown & Liscum.
Daisy’s Hair Biz
Free Pike and Brumbaugh
Dayton Nutra Foods
5294 Salem Ave.
Donut Palace
5264 Salem Ave.
Dry Clean 399
5268 Salem Ave.
Estridge Grocery
4230 Hoover Ave.
Germantown St. Market
2247 Germantown St.
Grandma’s II Restaurant
1610 North Main St.
Hair Kapitol
2242 Germantown St.
Huffie’s Bar-B-Que
925 McArthur Ave

JW Wine Cellar
724 E. Main St., Trotwood
Main Stoppe
30 N. Main St.
Marathon
Riverside & Old Riverside
Nabali’s
2288 N. Gettysburg
Natural Foods Plus
2901 Philadelphia Dr.
Omega Music
318 E. Fifth St.
On The Fly Convenient Stores
Grand and Salem
Salem & Siebenthaler
Quincy’s Fish House
North Main and Grand Ave.
Shaw Cleaners
2241 Germantown St.
Shell
Main and Siebenthaler
Speedway SuperAmerica
3901 North Dixie Dr.
4051 Salem Ave.

5010 Olive Rd.
Denlinger and Shiloh Springs Rd.
Star Fire Express
3499 West Siebenthaler Ave.
Studio 816 Hair & Beauty Bar
41 N Ludlow St.
Submarine House, The
2051 Salem Ave.
Sugar’s Restaurant & Lounge
1919 North Main St.
Texas Beef and Cattle Company
1101 W. Third St.
Theze Dealz
3183 W. Siebenthahler Ave. Suite C
Third Perk Coffeehouse
46 W. Fifth St.
Trotwood Party Supply
1010 Free Pike
United Foods
2141 N. Main St.
Zik’s Pharmacy
1130 West Third St.

INVITATIONS FOR BID
Sealed bids will be received in the office
of the Director of Procurement, GREATER
DAYTON REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY,
4 S. Main Street, Dayton, OH 45402, for the
following:
Legal Notice: IFB GD 20-09
Title: Facilities Maintenance
Due Date: 5/22/20 at 2:00 p.m.
Copies of the bid are available from the
office of Director of Procurement, RTA, 4
S. Main Street, Dayton, OH 45402 or online
at http://proc.greaterdaytonrta.org/. All
bids must be submitted in accordance with
requirements set forth in the IFB.
Deborah Howard
Director of Procurement

Advertise Today...
See Results Tomorrow!

Arts & Entertainment
Top 10 R&B, Hip Hop and
Reggae Songs About The
Coronavirus Pandemic

Alicia Keys, Cardi B, Doug E. Fresh, and more

R&B and Hip-Hop
artists with Coronavirus
Songs
During the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic,
some of the world's biggest Black musicians are
utilizing their talents to
create anthems that call
for unity and offer musical lyrics that the global
community can resonate
with. There are actually
more R&B, Hip-Hop,
and Reggae songs about
the coronavirus pandemic than most would
believe.
Here are our top 10
picks:
#1 - "Good Job" Alicia
Keys
As a nod to essential
workers, Alicia Keys
dedicates her voice to
acknowledge their hard
work and dedication. In
her song, she thanks all
the health care workers who have worked
through this pandemic
and helped keep America
in motion.
#2 - "Coronavirus
Song (The Rona Song)"
by The Undiscovered
Artist
This song, fused with a
blend of R&B, Hip-Hop
and autotune, is a first
hand look into our new
reality. The artist sings
about how a once normal
trip to the grocery store
has transformed into a
virus guessing game. The
song is based on the artist's personal experience
with his son who was refused a COVID-19 test.
#3 - "I Believe We Will

Win" by Pitbull
Mr. Worldwide himself
has harnessed his party
starter energy into a motivational track reassuring
citizens of their strength.
Pitbull uses his organic
rap cadence to provide a
motive to keep pushing
through it all.
#4 - "Coronavirus Song"
by Cardi B & iMarkKeyz
This viral video turned
song was the breakout hit
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The viral producer
iMarkKeyz took ten minutes of his time to remix
one of Cardi B's rants and
the rest is history. This
catchy tune is guaranteed
to leave you randomly
screaming. CUHRONAVYYRUSS.
#5 - "Six Feet" by Doug
E. Fresh and Novant
Health
Novant Health partnered with legendary rapper and entertainer Doug
E. Fresh for a play on his
famous "6 minutes" lyric
into a fun message on social distancing.
#6 - "Corona Clap" by
Dee-1
This rap song with an infectious beat combines everything to create a bounce
track filled with comedy
and truth-filled verses. In
the song, he shouts out
countries most affected by
the virus and also speaks
out on the suspended
NBA season, schools being closed, toilet paper
hoarding, churches being
closed, and more.
#7 - "Coronavirus" by
Gmac Cash

This rap song is a selfisolation and social distancing anthem that highlights the importance of
proper hygiene in this
time of great uncertainty.
It has has been endorsed
and shared by the likes of
Snoop Dogg, Joe Rogan
and more.
#8 - "Corona Virus
Alert" by Bobi Wine &
Nubian Li
This song, by Ugandan
pop star and opposition
leader Bobi Wine, urges
Africans to wash their
hands to stop the spread of
the new coronavirus. The
song also criticizes various African governments
for not maintaining better
health care systems.
#9 - "Corona Virus
(Dancehall Song)" by Ras
Strika
This reggae dancehall
song by Ras Strika, who
was born in Jamaica but
currently resides in the
UK, cleverly puts together
a plethora of information
regarding the current epidemic that is taking over
the globe today.
#10 - "Corona Virus
(COVID-19)" by Sizzla
Kalonji
In this song, recorded
to raise awareness, reggae
artist Sizzla talks about
the virus' spread and,
above all, for cleanliness
and prevention. His lyrics tell listeners: "Dem a
chat bout Corona Virus de
about, better be careful, no
better make it go ina your
house (...) protect the little
children, don't put your
hand ina your mouth..."

Betty Wright Died of Cancer at
the Age of 66

The singer and songwriter Betty Wright, who
has died of cancer aged
66, occupied a significant position in AfricanAmerican music across
six decades, beginning
with powerhouse gospel
in the 1950s and settling
on an R&B, soul and funk
groove from the 60s onwards that eventually led
to work with superstar
rappers of the 2000s.
Wright’s career began
as a young child in a gospel group in Florida, and
her signature song, Clean
Up Woman (1971), was
recorded when she was
only 17, epitomising what
became known as “the
Miami sound” – Floridian
soul music shaped by the
many facets of her home
city’s cultural melange.
She was born in Miami, to Rosa (nee BraddyWright) and McArthur
Norris. The infant Bessie – as Betty was christened – was co-opted into
the family gospel group,
the Echoes of Joy, at the
age of two. The Echoes
worked the Southern US
gospel circuit and Bessie proved to be a vocal
prodigy – so much so that
by the time the group split
in 1965, she was confident
enough to start singing on
her own, in a new R&B
vein, and with a new name
– Betty Wright.
Willie Clarke and Clarence Reid, two Miamibased musicians, were so
impressed by the young
girl that they signed her
to Deep City, the only
African-American record
label in Florida. Wright’s
debut 45, Paralysed, was
released in 1965, and it
sold well locally. How-

Betty Wright
ever, Deep City lacked
the resources to promote
records properly, and so
Reid and Clarke eventually passed Wright on to
Henry Stone, a distributor
with experience and contacts who was launching
Alston Records in Miami.
Aged 14, Wright recorded her debut album
for Alston, My First Time
Around (1968), which not
only revealed her to be a
formidable soul singer but
generated a single, Girls
Can’t Do What the Guys
Do, that reached the Top
40s of the US and Canadian pop charts.
Although
subsequent
singles failed to make
much of an impression,
Wright continued to sing
in the Miami clubs on
the weekends, building
up valuable contacts in
the music business. Then
chart success returned
in 1971 with Clean Up
Woman, written by Clarke
and Reid, which got to
No 6 in the US. Based
around a distinctive guitar lick played by Willie
Hale, Clean Up Woman’s
breezy, danceable funk ensured that Wright would
be one of the few school
pupils ever to have turned
18 with a million-selling
hit record behind her.
The song also helped to
launch the Miami sound,
whose origins Wright associated firmly with the
city’s vibrant and fluctuating cultural scene.
“You’ve got a little Cuba,
a little Jamaica, and a
little Haiti; you’ve got a
large Jewish culture and
you’ve got calypso,” she
told Billboard magazine.
“Then you’ve got people
who were born here or

came from South Carolina, where they’ve got
a heavy African culture
too. It’s a very rhythmic
roots music. Even the
white acts that come out
of Miami tend to be very
soulful. We’ve got that
serious, serious conga
rhythm.”
In 2006 she appeared
as a mentor on the US
reality TV talent show
Making the Band, and
in 2008 produced two
songs on Tom Jones’s album 24 Hours. Her 2011
album, Betty Wright:
The Movie, featured
Snoop Dogg and Lil
Wayne, and was praised
by reviewers as her best
effort in 30 years.
Wright continued to
tour almost up to her
death – she sold out the
Barbican Centre in London in July 2019 – and
earned
considerable
amounts from her back
catalogue. Clean Up
Woman has often been
sampled, while Beyoncé
used a section of Girls
Can’t Do What the Guys
Do for her 2006 single
Upgrade U.
In 1985 Wright married Noel “King Sporty”
Williams, a Jamaican
musician who had cowritten the song Buffalo
Soldier with Bob Marley. Noel died in 2015;
Wright is survived by
three daughters and a
son. Another son, Patrick Parker, was murdered in 2005.
Betty Wright (Bessie
Regina Norris), singer
and songwriter, born 21
December 1953; died 10
May 2020
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Dayton Legends Litter “The Last Dance” Documentary

John Paxson and James Edwards
Harper, Paxson, EdDayton ballers had a
wards play Key Roles in real impact on Michael
Success of Bulls 6-peat
Jordan’s historic run with
After watching the the Bulls.
hottest sports series in
When you watch the
America in “The Last earlier years, you saw two
Dance” featuring Mi- local guys who helped
chael Jordan and the Michael Jordan power
Chicago Bulls, one thing to his first 3 championwas evident throughout ships.
the entire series:
Paxson, a Kettering na-

Ron Harper
tive who now works in
the Chicago Bulls front
office, was the guy who
hit the game winning shot
against the Charles Barkley led Phoenix Suns.
Paxson and his older

brother Jim, terrorized
the Miami Valley as they
dominated on their way to
college, and eventually to
the NBA for John.
Edwards,
while not
born in Dayton, lived in
Dayton for a extended period of time. He had family here, and was the big
man whose veteran presence held steady during
clutch times. Big James
was a key figure for the
Bulls in the early years.
Paxson, who actually
speaks in the series, knew
he was playing with possibly the greatest player
of all-time.
When Jordan quit and
went to baseball, Paxson
headed to the front office
and Edwards into retirement. But when Jordan
came back, he had another Daytonian playing for
the Bulls.

Harper, who was on
the back end of his career,
had seemingly looked to
be heading to retirement
fast, when Jordan came
back to save the franchise,
and resurrect Harper’s career in the process.
Once Harper was one of
the guys who had almost
as much athleticism and
skills as Mike, before MJ
continued to climb up to
the stratosphere, leaving
most guards in the dust.
But Phil Jackson put
Harper out there with
Jordan in the back court
, and the rest was history,
as they dominated most
of the competition defensively, and Harper still
had some quality years to
become a huge player in
the historic 72 win season
and 3-peat as well.
When you watch the
series, you see that Jor-

dan and Harper were
friends off the court as
well, which was rare for
Mike.
So, in essence, you
saw that Jordan kept
the guys who he knew
had the heart, the toughness, the guts to stand
up when the chips were
down. Dayton strong as
we say now.
With the final 2 episodes playing this weekend, don’t be surprised
to see Dayton products
all in the middle.
After all, we shine
when the lights are
brightest,
especially
when it comes to hoop.
Follow Us on the
journey!
@DaytonWeekly
@SELive365

Where Are They Now? John Lumpkin, Ohio State, Trotwood Tightend

John Lumpkin during his football career.
Here is another in- near as good as the prostallment of Local Leg- gram is now. But we had
ends Where Are They success winning the district and getting to regionNow?
Featured Guest: John als.
(DWN) You played 2
Lumpkin,
Trotwood
sports
at Ohio State as
High School.
well.
Very
few college
(DWN) How you doing Big John? How was athletes have done it.
What was it like?
it like playing at Trot(JL) I initially thought
wood, being a star in
I was going to Purdue to
two sports?
(JL) It was an enjoy- play with Keady and Purable experience. We due. But Ohio State let me
helped bring in the cul- play both sports, which
ture of a winning prob- was a decision I wanted.
It took some time to adlem on a consistent basis. We built that in the just initially. It was differ90’s, which had started ent than I was accustomed
in the 80s. We weren’t to. I had gone to school

with primarily black
people. In college it was
two black people in my
college class. But I had
played ball all over the
country, so I seen what it
was like, and I was able to
prepare myself.
(DWN) Being the highest Yards Per Catch (18+
yards per catch) tightend
in OSU history is huge.
What does that mean to
you and say for your talents?
(JL) We was loaded at
WR with the likes of Dee
Miller, David Boston,
Kenyon Rambo and others. That was my junior

John Lumpkin and his family.
year where I set that record. We had playmakers
all over the field. It was
hard to get the ball. Was
a blessing to play with
those guys.
(DWN) What was it
like at OSU? Did you
have pro aspirations? Do
you think you could have
played in the NFL?
(JL) I did actually play
for New England as a
have undrafted free agent.
I made it to the last week
of training before I got
cut. Yeah I could have
played with the right opportunity.
(DWN) You and Aaron

have helped rebuild Ram
Nation into a powerhouse. Who were some
key people in helping you
guys get there?
(JL) It started with
Maurice Douglass Sr, but
its been the Coach Graham, Coach Ivy, spoon,
and the whole staff for 30
years.
(DWN) In this isolation
time, what have you been
doing? Any new trades,
hobbies, etc?
(JL) We been hiking,
biking, and taking in
some of the great things
that dayton has to offer.
We just recently found

Health

John Lumpkin during his
basketball career.

out we can workout at
the house after hitting
the stairs! But working
a lot has been normal
for me.
(DWN) Whats the
message to Ram Nation fans who are worried about program not
being affiliated with a
Conference for the 1st
time in history?
(JL) Don’t be closed
minded, and don’t go
back. Build your own
in your community and
take care of ourselves
first. Trotwood strong.

Premier Health Resumes Mobile Screening Mammography Service

Premier
Health’s
mobile mammogram
vehicle is again making stops in Southwest
Ohio, offering traditional and advanced
mammography services
to those whose routine
screening exams may
have been impacted by
the coronavirus pandemic.
Like all Premier
Health care sites, the
mobile
mammography coach is utilizing strict cleaning and
sanitation practices. All

rooms and equipment are
cleaned continually. All
staff are following Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention guidelines
for hand hygiene and use
of masks and additional
personal protective equipment (PPE), as appropriate.
“Cancer does not take
a break, no matter what
is going on in the world,”
says Rhonda Seidenschmidt, MBA, R.T. (R)
(M), vice president of operations, at Atrium Medical Center. “Resuming

mobile
mammography
services is important because early detection can
save lives when it comes
to a breast cancer diagnosis.”
Equipped with advanced imaging equipment, the coach offers
traditional 2D and Genius™ 3D Mammography™ technology to detect breast cancer. It also
offers private dressing
rooms and an all-female
staff.
Getting a mammogram
in the mobile coach is

easy and convenient.
Women make an appointment and visit the
coach at a location near
them. No doctor’s order
is needed for a screening
mammogram for women
age 40 and older. Images
are reviewed by boardcertified radiologists from
Atrium Medical Center.
“If the coronavirus pandemic has put off your
routine
mammogram,
I encourage you to reschedule soon,” says Seidenschmidt.
The mobile mammography coach is open for
appointments on the following dates and times in
May:
• Monday, May 18, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Twin
Valley Bank, 647 W.
Main St., New Lebanon,
OH 45345;
• Friday, May 22, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. at Hazel Baker
Snider Funeral Home,
5555 Philadelphia Drive,
Dayton, OH 45415;
• Wednesday, May 27,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at SureCare Medical Center,

360 W. Central Ave.,
Springboro, OH 45066
Financial assistance is
available for patients who
are underinsured or do not
have medical insurance.
Women can schedule
their mammogram on the
mobile coach by calling
(844) 453-4199. More information about the process and coach locations
is available at www.PremierHealth.com/mammo.

Premier Health welcomes
partnerships
with area businesses
and event organizers to
bring the mobile mammography coach to
their locations in the
community. For more
information, please call
(513) 705-4794 or visit
www.PremierHealth.
com/mammo.
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